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Dear Mr, Dobel:

In response to allegations concerning harassment and intimidation of Authorized
Nuclear Inspectors at TVA plants, the NRC Office of Investigations conducted an
extensive investigation to determine if these allegations were substantiated,
The conclusion of the investigation is that four of the nine authorized nuclear
inspectors assigned to TVA were either coerced, pressured, harassed, intimi-
dated and/or threatened by their management. This included one inspector who
was directed by his management to accept the disposition of a non-conforming
condition which did not meet code requirements,

As you know, the NRC depends to a great extent on the inspections of the
authorized nuclear inspectors to ensure that activities covered under the scope
of the ASME Code are carried out in an appropriate manner, Activities that
have the potential to adversely impact those inspection activities such as
harassment or intimidation of inspection personne! cannot be tolerated. The
NRC is particularly concerned with what specific actions are being taken by
HSBI! in response to these findings.

Enclosed 1s @ copy of the report of the NRC investigation into the issue at
TVA. Portions of the report dealing with personal privacy of individuals have
been deleted. After HSB!! has reviewed the report, senior managers from HSBII
are requested to meet with the NRC staff in Washington to review specific HSBII
corrective action to prevent recurrence of this issue. Mr. Steven Richardson
of my staff will be contacting you to schedule this meeting,

In addition, a meeting will be held between the NRC, members of the National
Board of Bo’‘er and Pressure Vesse! Inspectors, and the ASME staff on these
fssues., Yr are invited to attend, 1f you decide to do so, contact Mr, Steven
Richardson ror scheduling information.

Sincerely,
Qriginal signed by 4
James G. Partiow [*
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