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Secretary,
V.8, Nuclear Regulatory Commigsion
Washington, D.C. 20998

Aattenticn: Docketing and Service Branch

Subiect: 10 CFR Part 34 Sadety Requirementy
for Indyustrial Ragiography Equipment

Sentlemeny

| would 1ike to thank vou ¢or the opportunity o comment on the
propoted changes to 10 CFR Part 34, A8 an active ragiographer, Il wovic
DDreC I ate vour consigering my following comments angd suggesticns,

First, | would 1ike to address the proposed amencments 10 Section 34,20
on the proposed changes to the exposure gdevice. | pelieve they cannct
But help make them sater, Any changes that will reduce malfunct ions in
the ¢$ield wou'd De received enthusiasticaliy,

A standars coup!ing Detween the crank and pigtail should be consiceres,
At the present time, each manufactyrer has th, r Cwn Qesign. 14 sne
type., WhICheVEr was Ceemed the satest (such as a ball and socket

Ges Qn ) was made mandatory, all personnel could Be traines in a
yniform manner on the propc: wav to connect ang gisconnect a soyrce,
This would ensure that al' ficencees will being doing 1t in the same
way, Al$s., B having Just one tvoe, the safest means Of coupling coula
Be wtitlizged on all cameras., While standargi2 ng the coudiing, the the
threaded male and temale connection, crank to cemera lock, could alse
be standardized, At present, there 18 a difserence Dstween certain
manufacturers which does not allow an <nterchangesdlity, 1 delieve, all
componets on cameras should Be interchangeatie no matier who the
manyfactyrer is,

On the subiect of a visible scurce position (ndicator, ] Believe that
all new cameras should incorporate this with the full understanding
that this is strictly a guide. The ingicator along with & positive Tock
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vpon return should have been made mandatory a long time age. The
unsafest cameras ever made were those that d:@ not havue the positue
loek., Thevy should be renlaced imnmediately, Cameras withoyt indicators,
but with a positive lock mechanism, should be grandfathered until
replaced. These cameras should have a lock that pops wp upon

back pressure to signiéy ithat the souce 1§ in the ynlocked position and
that must be reset upen retrievial 0F the sourie,

The progposed acmendment to 34,33 requiring radiographers and assistant
radiographers to wear pocket alarm Josimeters to Limit the amount of
ouerexposures does not adaress the real probliem, The main reason ¢or
ouerexposures 1§ the sailure to foliow approved satety ryles,
Radiographers anc ass stant ragiographers, progeriy trainead, ol luwing
prescribed satety rules and practices should not De overexposed. Even
equipment 4ailure 18 not an adequate reAsCh fOF CuUerexpoNuUre. A
radiographer with an ingperatle surver meter thould take notice well
Besore an ouerexposure and taxe the appropriate actions to ensure the
sadety of himseals ang the general public,

By requiring alarm gos meters, the improperiy trained and unsate
ragiographer will have Just one more crutch to fall back on, Ther will
come to rely on them as dpposed o the one (tem that will prevent
ouerexposures, survey meters. ¢ a maléuntion were to occur, would ther
know what to do? Some, l’'m afraid, woeuld not. Prior experience with
alarm dosimeters at nuclear installations tells me that they will be
mistreated and wiil malfunction,

14 the case arises that the ragiographer s hands are full ang he either
cannot carry oF cannct see his survey meter, then It should be reguiresd
that an assistant accompany him on those Jobs, Also, there are survey
meters that have augdidle alarms and belt clips so this 18 not a vali@
excuse in my opinion, The responsible radiographer should never allow
himsels to Be put (n an ynsase situation, Too many companies senc one
POrSOR On 4 two=person Job to Increase the prosit margin, This i¢
where the commission should step In and regquire two-man teams as th:
minimum, This would also help el iminate fatigue and accidents as a
cause Of ouer exposures.

Also, the Commission should change 34.43 to require a surver meter tor
each person involued ang a backup on all ,obs. At present, there 1§ NC
provision for this ang ret it 18 one of the Dest means of preventing
cuerexposures. In case of malfunction, this war there woulc alwars De
an operative meter to turn to,

Buttain - Chage  Dngrinat - Cleveisnd - Denve’ - Detrod « Hat1org - Mousion - INGBNEDONS - JACKSOTTvIIE * LOS AnQeies - Memphis
Mhiwa_kee - MAneapcis < Proadeipha - Phoena « Pitsburgh - Fortana - St Lows - (Corporate Othce) Crcago — (800) NDT-LABS

- : ” LY Aw 3w e AINS 1ARE Faratisnsa An




-

MCS Inspechion no 230 Murpty Road - Hamiond CT 06114 2035203053

Secretars
Page 3
Aapril 20, 1988

In conclusion, as much as ! agree with »our changes, | Believe none of
these will eliminate Queresposures. The only effective means i
adequate training and conscieanticus radiographers, Nothing must
supplant doing the proper survers. Fut teeth into the rule requiring
proper safety train . Make the unsade ragdiographer 100 great o+ 2
liability 4or comps 2% to bear, Als0, make the companies par the price
for codoning unsate practices, such as the penalty imocsed wpon U.3.
Testing. Make two-man teams mandatory ndustry wide. Make Dackup suruvsr
Mmeters mandatory on all jobs, Maléunctions and accigents will continue
to happen but the safe radiographer will alwars have total contre) of
the sityation and never allgw it to esculate to the point of an
ouerexposire 0 anvone,

Thank you again for allowing me the opportunity tQ express My views on
the proposed Changes,

Very Truly Yours,

W74 //,cwf—

Albert J. Dilts
Facility Sadety Qédicer/RSM

M@S Inspection, Inc
Martéorg,Ct

Buttaic - Chicago - Cincinngl - Cleveland Denver - Detton - Mariorg - Moustan « INGanapols « JAcksom. @ - Los Angees ' Memphs

Miwaukee - Minneaposs « Phidagepma - Pnoena - Pitsbyrgr - Portigna - 8t LS

o~ g o A

ik« (Corporate OMice) Crcago 18001 NOT-LABS



