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Mr. Hugh Thompson, Director
Office of Nuclear Material Safety

and Safeguards
Nuclear Regulator Ceamission
Washington, D.C. 20005

Dear Girl

Subject: Request For Relaxation of NRC Order Dated 18 Tebt Jary 1988
(3H Nuclear Static Eliminator)

Pursuant to your order dated 18 February 1988, ITT Aerospac e/ Optical
Division has discontinued the use of all 3M brand nuclear a natic
elimination devices. We request you favorcbly consider a r elaxation
of the above order for good esase as set forth below.

!ITT A/0D is sole supplier of the Army SINCGARS radio, This high
priority defense communication system is essential to the national
defense and A/0D is working overtise shif ts in order to mee t the
critical schedule established by the Department of the Army .

The static elimination devices are necessary to insure the lighest
reliability standards are maintained. As you can fully app reciate, a
malfunctioning radio in a hostile situation can be life-thr eatening.

If A/CD is unable to utilise the 3M static eliminators unti l suitable
replacementa can be acquired, serious economic consequences may
result. It is anticipated that approxiastely seven to 10 d4ys will
be required: to replace the devices. If A/0D is unable to u se the 3M
devices for any appreciable period of time, a decision will have to
be made to provide less reliable, though contract compliant' radios or
to shut down production. A production shutdown would cause i> ore than
a day for day delay in fielding the radios and would have a sevete
economic impact for A/0D. the U.S. Army and the 168 employe<is who
have been identified for potentisl layoff. Such a layoff wipuid come
at a time when we are attempting to hire an additional 400 <inployees
this year in order to meet the Army SINC 0ARS requirements. A layoff
would adversely impact upon our ability to hire the necessany
workforce.

An NRC recommended cunsultant, Standard Nuclear Consultant, is on
site today piaking wipe tests to insure that no 3M devices sin used in
our application, have caused contamination or pose a health hasard.
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We would intend only to use devices that have passed such teots as
the hesith and well-being of our employees are of paramount noncern
and consideration.

1

Therefore, pursuant to Section IV of your Order dated 18 Febeuary
1988 We request that you permit ITT A/0D to utilise the 3M otatic
eliminatorm solely f or the manuf acture of SINCCARS radios un';il
suitable replacemente have been obtained and upon the condit:,on that
said devices have been thoroughly screened, tested, and deteemised to
pose no health of safety threat by a consultant approved by the NRC.

We urgently request that you expedito your decision and noti:!y the
undersigned by FAX at 219-487-3062. i

If you are in need of additional inf ormation, please cell ne at

219-487-3045. Your cooperation and thoughtful consideration in thin

matter is truly appreciated.

Sincerely,
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Gonoral Counsel
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STATUS OF 3M STATIC ELIMINATOR FAILURE INCIDENT
(Weekly Report for period ending March 10,1988)

**********

Of the 3M static elimination devices that were in use in February,
about 15% have been returned as a result of the Orders by the NRC.
The return rate is higher (about 50%) for devices in the food, |,

beverage, pharmaceutical, and cosmetic applications because of the
Order of February 5,1988. About 4% of the returned devices have been
found to be leaking.

Regional Offices have received about 30 written requests for excep-
tions for continued use. Two requests have already been approved on
the basis of workplace safety, and the other requests are being acted
on. Statistics are not yet available on the number of requests for
exceptions received by Agreement States. The Agreement State of
California has approved two exceptions to the NRC Order to General
Licensees dated February 18, 1988. We have been informed that several
large users having a broac specific license are now using their 3M
static elimination devices under that license rather than under a
general license.

3M has programed their computer for providing data to Region III.
The program is in the final stages of debugging. The first report was
issued to Region III at 10:25 a.m. on March 10, 1988.

The regulatory impact to date for NRC and state personnel has been !
estimated at seven FTE's.
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