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Tl @ Limerick start of an Emergency Diesel Generator due to Personnel Error during
Troubleshooting of the Test Start Circuitry

emergency diesel generator auto-started in the test mode due to
an unplanned test start signal. This event was caused by a
personal error and is reportable as an Engineered Safety Feature
actuation. Immediately prior to the event, a utility Field
Engineer was examining the emergency diesel generator (EDG) test
start circuitry in the diesel generator bay. The engineer
proceeded to measure the voltage across the Test Start Relay
(TSRX) seal-in contacts without the prior Operations Staff
approval required by Administrative Procedures. The test meter
was incorrectly set and drew enough current to simulate closure
of the contacte and actuate the Test Start Relay. The EDG was
returned to the standby mode at 1500 hours. The consequences of
this event were minimal because the unplanned start did not
affect the EDG's ability to respond to a Loss of Offsite Power
accident,

A memorandum has been issued to all Field Engineers requiring the
uce of a Troubleshooting Control Form when performing activities
which even remotely have potential for impact on operations.
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sequence which includes a three minute prelube, auto-start, and
acceleration to idle speed of 900 rpm. The EDG experienced no
mecanical or electrical damage as a result of “his event.

Cause of the Event:

The cause for the unplanned EDG start was a p~arsonal error by a
utility Field Engineer. The engineer failed to fcllow
Administ:ative rrocedure A4l1.1, "Troubleshocting Safety Related
and Tech Spec Equipment" which requires prior approval by

Or ~rations via a Troubleshooting Control Form (TCF), before
troublesh ting safety related or technical specification
equipment. When the engineer in.orrectly performed the
measurement, the test meter crew enough current to simulate
closure of the test start switch contacts and cause the
.ubsequent EDG start.

Corrrctive Actions:

The FDG was determined to be in the test mode at 1150 hours.
Operaticns loadea the EDG to 2850 kW for 3 howrs in accordance

to OPERABLE status and placed in the standby mode by 1500 hours
on April 18, 1988,

Actions Taken to Prevent Recurrence:

This avent was caused by the faiiure to follow directions. The
Engineer should be disciplined. Field Engineer Juperv.s.on

a TCF to be utilized when performing activit.eec which even

also advised Field Engineers of potential dangers when using
volt-ohmmeters in energized circuits.

with vendor's recommendations. The EDu was shutdown and returned

has issued a training memorandum to all Field E.. ;. neers requiring

remotely have potential for impact on operations. Tne memorandum
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1ne code ror the emergency onsite electric nower supply system is
EK. The codes for the components discussed in this report are:

DG - Emergency Diesel Generator
RLY - Relay

EI - Voltmeter

Previous Similar Occurrences:

LGS LER 85-052 renorted an inadvertent start of the D13 emergency
diesel generator.

Tracking Codes: Al, Failure to Follow Administrative Procedures
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