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May 16, 1988

MP-11817

Re: 10CFR50.73(a)(2) (1)

U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission
Document Control Desk
Washington, D. C. 20555

Reference: Facility Operating License No. NPF-49

Docket No. 50-423
License sent Report 88-015-00

Gentlemen:

This letter forwards Licensee Fvent Report 88-015-00 required to be
submitted within thirty days pursuant to 10CFRS50.73(a)(2)(1), any
operation or condition prohibited by the Plant's Technical
Specifications.

Yours truly,
NORTHEAST NUCLEAR ENERGY COMPANY
O m;’u Jv e
4 Qte( . Scace

Station Quper.ntendent
Millstone Nuclear Power Staticn

SES/NDH:mo
Attachment: 1.LFR 88~015-00

cc: W. T. Russell, Region I
W. J. Raymond, Senior Resident Inspector
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On Aprii 15, )J988 at 1500 houre in Mode 3 (Hot Standby) 557 degrees and 2250
psia, it was determined that the action taken to terminate a previously
documented Unidentified lLeakage Event had been improperly performed.

At 1715 hours on April 14, the action statement for an unidentified Reactor
Coolant System (RCS) leakrate of greater than ! gallon per minute (gpm) was

action statement was ex

entered based on the increased leakrate observed by Volume Control Tank make up.
At 2107 hours on April 14, after a leak source was identified and isolated, the
ted based on qualitative assessment of plant parameters

being steadv. Following the resolution of computer problems and the completicn

of RCS sampling, a leakage surveillance program was initiated at 0900 hours on

April 15. At 1332 hours, the leakrate was determined to be 1.15 gpm. Root cause

7§ this event was personnel error, The decision was made to terminate the

Unidentified lLeakage Action Statement without a detailed quantitative analvsis tc

jetermine the unidentified leakrat

All Operations Department personnel have been sent a memorandum stipulating that
gurveillances uantitative methode, mist be used to determine
RCS unidentifie« ¢ been corrected. The applicable operating
has been char wide better guidance n measuring unidentified
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) % Description of Event

On April 15, 1988 at 1500 hours with the plant in Mode 2 (Hot Standby) at 0%
power, 557 degrees Fahrenteit and 2250 psia, it was determined that the action
taken to terminate a previously documented Unidentified Leakage Event had been
improperly performed.

At 1715 hours on April 14, 1988, the Action Statement for an Unidentified Reactor
Coolant System (RCS) leakrate of greater than 1 gallon per minute (gpm) was
entered based on the increased leakrate observed by Volume Control Tank make up.
At 2006 hours on the same day, stem leakoff was discovered at a pressurizer relief
block valve. After the leak was isolated, Volume Control Tank (VCT) and
Pressurizer levels were monitored for further changes, At 2107 hours, based only
on qualitative assessment of steadv VCT and Pressurizer levels, the Action
Statement for RCS Unidentified lLeakage was exited, A leakrate surveillance
program was initiated at 2330 hours, but due to computer problems unreliable
results were obtained. Sampling of the RCS by the Chemistry Department also
introduced errors in the calculaticns., At approximately 0900 hours on April 15,
1988, a leakrate surveillance program was reinitiated. At 1332 hours it was
evident that an unidentified leakrate of greater than 1 gpm still existed.
Therefore, an Unidentified lLeakage Event was again declared.

11. Cause of Event

The root cause of this event was personnel error. The declsion was made to
terminate the Unidentified Leakage Action Statement without performing the
leakrate surveillance program. or without performing some detailed guantitative
analvsis to precisely determine the unidentified RCS leakrate.

111. Analysis of Event

This Licensee Fvent Report (LER) is being submitted in compliance with
10CFRS50.73(a)(2) (i) due to operating in a condition _robtibited by the plant's
Technical Specifications,

There were no safety consequences as a result of this event, The plant was in Hot
Standby at 1715 hours on April 14 when the leakage was first discovered and the
plant was eventuallv placed in Cold Shutdown, as required by the Technical
Specifications, after an unidentified leakrate of 1.15 gpm wase determined at 1332
hours on April 15,

IV, Corrective Action

]

All Operations Department personnel have been sent an internal department
memorandum describing this event. The memo stresses that approved surveillances
or other quantitative methods must be used whenever RCS unidentified leakage has
been corrected. The applicable Operating procedure has been changed te provide
better guidance on measuring unidentified RCS leakage.
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V. Additional Information

There have been no previous events where an Action Statement was improperly
terminated.

ETIS Codes

Reactor Coolant Svstem - AB
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