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PEMORANDLM FOR: The Atomic Safety and Licensing Board fer Comanche Peak
(P. B. Bloch, W. H. Jordan, K. A. McColicm, E. B. Johnson)

FRCM: Christopher I. Grimes, Director
Comanche Peak Project Division
Office of Special Projects

SUBJECT: REPORT OF SPECIAL INQUIRY BY DAVID C. WILLIAMS, GA0
(BOARD NOTIFICATION NO. 88-03)

In Board Notification Nos. 86-24, dated December 11, 1986, 87-06, dated
April 3, 1987, and 87-12, dated August 18, 1987, the staff provided you with
infonnation related to the Office of Inspector and Auditor (0IA) Report No.
86-10 and the results of the Comanche Peak Report Review Group (NUREG-1257). ;

Subsequently, Congressional representatives requested that the Office of Special
Investigations of the General Accounting Office conduct an inquiry into
this and other inatters ccncerning the NRC's investigative practices. The
results of the GA0 inquiry were recently released by the NRC in a press
release (Enclo::ure 1) which attached the Special Report from David C. Williams
(Enclosure 2).

Because this report addresses matters related to the referenced Board
rotifications and inspection activities as they pertain to the Comanche Peak
Steam Electric Station, the staff is providing t' tis report for your
information.

C1(b(W
Christopher I. Grimes Director
Comanche Peak Project Division

,

Office of Special Projects

Enclosures:
1. Press Release No. 88-46
2. Letter from David C. Williams, GAO

to Lando W. Zech, Jr., NRC, dated
April 22, 1988, forwarding Special
Report

cc w/ enclosures:
See next page
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W. G. Counsil Comanche Ptsak Steam Electric Station
Texas Utilities Electric Company Units 1 and 2

cc:
Jack R. Newman, Esq. Asst. Director for Irspec. Programs
hewman & Holtzinger, P.C. Comanche Peak Project Division
Suite 1000 U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission
1615 L Street, N.W. P. O. Box 1029
Washington 0.C. 20036 Granbury, Texas 76048

Robert A. Wooldridge, Esq. Regional Administrator, Region IV
Worsham, Forsythe, Sampels & U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Comission

Wooldridge 611 Ryan Plaza Drive, Suite 1000
2001 Bryan Tower, Suite 2500 Arlington, Texas 76011
Dallas, Texas 75201

Lanny A. Sinkin
Mr. Homer C. Schmidt Christic Institute
Director of Nuclear Services 1324 North Capitc Street
Texas Utilities Electric Company Washington, D.C. 20602

;
Skyway Tower
400 North Olive Street, L.B. 81 Ms. Billie Pirner Ga'rde. Esq. *

Government Accountability Project'Dallas, Texas 75201
Midwest Office

Mr. R. W. Ackley 104 East Wisconsin Avenue
Stone & Webster Appleton, Wisconsin 54911
Comanche Peak Steam Electric Station ,.

P. O. Box 1002 David R. Pigott, Esq.
Glen Rose, Texas 76043' Orrick, Herrington & Sutcliffe

600 Montgomery Street
Mr. J. L. Vota San Francisco, California 94111
Westinghouse Electric Corporation
P. O. Box 355 Anthony Z. Roisman, Esq.
Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania 15230 Suite 600

1401 New York Avenue, NW

Susan M. TDaisen Washington 0.C. 20005
Assistant Attorn'ey General
Environmental Protection Division Robert Jablon
P. O. Boy 12548 Capitol Station Bonnie S. Blair
Austin, Texas 78711-1548 Spiegel & McDiarmid

1350 New York Avenue, NW ,

Mrs. Juanita Ellis, President Washington, D.C. 20005-4798
Citizens Association for Sound Energy
1426 South Polk George A. Parker, Chairman
Dallas, Texas 75224 Public iJtility Comittee

Senior Citizens Alliance Of
Ms. Nancy H. Williams Tarrant County, Inc. ;

CYGNA Energy Services 6048 Wonder Drive
2121 N. California Blvd., Suite 390 Fort Worth, Texas 76133

Walnut Creek, CA 94596
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W. G. Counsil -2- Comanche Peak Electric Station
Texas Utilities Electric Company Units 1 arc 2

cc:
Joseph F. Fulbright
Fulbright & Jaworski
1301 McKinney Street
Hcuston, Texas 77010

Roger D. Walker
Manager, Nuclear Licensing
Texas Utilities Electric Company
Skyway Tower
400 North Olive Street, L.B. 81
Dallas, Texas 75201

Mr. Jack Redding
c/o Bethesda Licensing
Texas Utilities Electric Company
3 Metro Center, Suite 610
Bethesda, Maryland 20814

*
William A. Burchette, Esq.
Counsel for Tex-La Electric Cooperative

' of Texas>

heron, Burchette, Ruckert & Rothwell
Suite 700 ..

1025 Thomas Jefferson Street, NW
Washington, D.C. 20007

GOS ASSOCIATES, INC.
Suite 720
1850 Parkway Place
Marietta, Georgia 30067-8237

Administrative Judge Peter Bloch
U.S. Nuclear Reg'ulatory Comission
Washington, D.C. 20555

Elizabeth B. Johnson
Administrative Judge
Oak Ridge National Laboratory
P. O. Box X, Building 3500
Oak Ridge, Tennessee 37830

Dr. Kenneth A. McCollom
1107 West Knapp
Stillwater, Oklahoma 74075

Dr. Walter H. Jordan
881 West Outer Drive
Oak Ridge, Th 37830
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Texas Utilities Electric Company Comanche Peak (other)
i

t

cc:
1

Mr. Paul Gosselink
Attorney General's Office
P. O. Box 12548, Capitol Station
Austin, Texas 78711

Bureau of Radiation Control
State of Texas
1100 West 49th Street
Austin, Texas 78756

Office of the Governor
ATTN: Darla Parker
Office of Intergovernmental Relations-

P. O. Box 13561
Austin, Texas 78711

I Honorable George Crump .

e

( County Judge
!- Glen Rose Texas 76043 ,'

''
Honorable Milton Meyer
County Judge

|

|
Hood County Courthouse

-

! Granbury, Texas 76048
|
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASENo. 88-46
Tel. 301/492-0240

(Monday, April 25,1988)

SPECIAL INQUIRY ON NRC MATTERS COMPLETED

Nuclear Regulatory Comission Chairman Lando W. Zech, Jr., announced
today that the NRC has received a report from David C. Williams of the General
Accounting Office concerning a special inquiry conducted by Mr. Williams 'into
three internal matters of concern to NRC and the Congress. Mr. Williams, head
of GAO's Office of Special Investigations, conducted the independent inquiry at
the request of the Comission. His report was made public today by the NRC.

In releasing the report, Chairran Zech said:

"David Williams has perforried an important service to the Comission. I'

agree with his coment that the important mission and critical safety role of
the NRC require that it possess a first-rate investigative capability with
resources that will assure the NRC's ability to perform its function in a
professional, competent manner. I am pleased that Mr. Williams' investigation
found that the evidence does not support the allegation of improper
discussions between the Executive Director for Operations and an official of
TVA. I also am pleased that no evidence was developed to indicate that
substantive changes were made in the Office of Inspector and Auditor
investigative report on the Comanche Peak matter during the review and editing

The Williams report recognizes that we already have reviewed thestage.
policies and procedures for handling allegations involving Comissioners and

The Comission will give careful consideration to Mr. Williams'their offices.
entire report in our continuing efforts to assure that we carry out our
investigative responsibilities fairly and efficiently."

Mr. Williams' inquiry at NRC focused on the adequacy of an Office of
Inspector and Auditor (01 A) investigation of allegations of staff misconduct
involving the Comanche Peak plant under construction in Texas; the adecuacy of
an OIA investigation of allegations of improper communication between Victor
Stello, NRC Executive Director for Operations, and Steven White of the
Tennessee Valley Authority; and the circumstances under which Mid-South
Utilities obtained an internal NRC document that appears to have core from the
files of Comissioner Thomas Roberts' of fice, and the subsequent handling of
that matter.

d

I


