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R q § NUCLEAR REGULATORY COMMISSION
' r £ WASHINGTON, D.C. 20855-0001

p A October 1, 1998

Mr. Harold B. Ray

Executive Vice President

Southern California Edison Company
San Onofre Nuclear Generating Station
P.O. Box 128

San Clemente, California 92674-0128

SUBJECT: SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA EDISON COMPANY REQUEST TO USE AN
ALTERNATIVE TO ASME CODE SECTION XI RE USE OF CODE CASE N-546
FOR THE SAN ONOFRE NUCLEAR GENERATING STATION, UNITS 2 AND 3
(TAC NO. MA0242 AND MA0243)

Dear Mr. Ray:

By letters dated November 13, 1996, and June 9, 1998, Southern California Edison Company
(SCE or the licensee), requested approval to use an alternative to the American Society of
Mechanical Engineers (ASME) Code Section XI pursuant to the provisions of 10 CFR
50.55a(a)(3)(i) for the San Onofre Nuclear Generating Station (SONGS) Units 2 and 3.
Specifically, you requested approval to use the provisions of Code Case N-546, "Alternative
Requirements for Quaiification of VT-2 Examination Personnel, Section XI, Division 1."

The staff has reviewed your submittal and has determined that the request to implement the
alternative contained in Code Case N-546 is authorized pursuant to 10 CFR 50.55a(a)(3)(i), in
that the alternative provides an acceptable leve! L quality and safety relating to the qualification
of VT-2 examination personnel.

Use of Code Case N-546 is authorized for the current interval at SONGS Units 2 and 3 until
such time as the Code Case is approved by reference in Regulatory Guide 1.147. At that time,
if you intend to continue to implernent this Code Case, you will need to follow ail provisions in
Code Case N-546 with limitations issued in Regulatory Guide 1.147, if any. Use of the Code
Case for subsequent intervals should be included in the submittal of the 10-year program plan
for that interval.
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Mr. Harold B. Ray «2- October 1, 1998

The staff's evaluation and conclusions are contained in the enclosed Safety Evaluation.

Sincerely,

Original Signed By

William H. Bateman, Project Director
Project Directorate 1V-2

Division of Reactor Projects I1I/1V
Office of Nuclear Reactor Regulation
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Mr. Harold B. Ray

cc w/encl:

Mr. R. W. Krieger, Vice President
Southern California Edison Company
San Onofre Nuclear Generating Station
P.0D. Box 128

San Clemente, California 92674-0128

Chairme . Moard of Supervisors
County ot San Diego

1600 Pacific Highway, Room 335
San Diego, California 92101

Alan R. Watts, Esq.

Woodruff, Spradlin & Smart
701 8. Parker St. No. 7000
Orange, Caiifornia 92668-4702

Mr. Sherwin Harris
Resource Project Manager
Public Utilities Department
City of Riverside

3900 Main Street
Riverside, California 92522

Regional Administrator, Region IV
U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission
Harris Tower & Pavilion

611 Ryan Plaza Drive, Suite 400
Arlington, Texas 76011-8064

Mr. Michael Olson

San Onofre Liaison

San Diego Gas & Electric Company
P.O. Box 1831

San Diego, California 92112-4150

Mr. Steve Hsu

Radiologic Health Branch
State Department of Health Services
Post Office Box 942732
Sacramento, California 94234

October 1, 1998

Resident Inspector/San Cnofre NPS

c/o U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission
Post Office Box 4329

San Clemente, California 92674

Mayor

City of San Clemente

100 Avenida Presidio

San Clemente, California 92672

Mr. Dwight E. Nunn, Vice President
Southern California Edison Company
San Onofre Nuclear Generating Station
P.O. Box 128

San Clemente, California 92674-0128




