UNITED STATES
NUCLEAR REGULATORY COMMISSION

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20888-0001
September 28, 1998

v James Knubel T
Chief Nuclear Officer
Power Authority of the State of
New York
123 Main Street
White Plains, NY 10601

SUBJECT: REQUEST FOR WITHHOLDING INFORMATION FROM PUBLIC DISCLOSURE -
JAMES A. FITZPATRICK NUCLEAR POWER PLANT (TAC NO. MA2418)

Dear Mr. Knubel:

By your application dated August 3, 1998, and an affidavit dated July 17, 1998, executed by
Glen A. Watford of the General Electric Company (GE), you submitted information regardir.g the
cycle-specific safety limit minimum critical power ratio (SLMCPR) for Cycle 14 of the James A.
FitzPatrick Nuclear Power Plant, and requested that this information be withheld from public
disclosure pursuant to 10 CFR 2.790. A non-proprietary version was also submitied for
2lacement in the NRC public document room.

The affidavit stated that the submitted information shouid be considered exempt from mandatory
public disclosure for the following reasons:

1. Information that discloses a process, method, or apparatus, including supporting data
and analyses, where prevention of its use by General Electric's competitors without
license from General Electric constitutes a competitive economic advantage over other
companies,

2. Information which, if used by a competitor, would reduce his expenditure of resources
or improve his competitive position in the design, manufacture, shipment, installation,
assurance of quality, or licensing of a similar product;

3. The information ideritified is classified as proprietary because it contains details of
GE's Safety Limit MCPR analysis and the corresnonding results which GE has applied to
this specific plant and cycle's actual core design with GE's fuel.

The development of the methods used in these analysis, along with the testing,
development and approval uf the suppci=, critical power correlation was achieved at a
significant cost, on the order of several million dollars, to GE.

Therefore, the version of the submitted information marked as proprietary will be withheld from 4
public disclosure pursuant to 10 CFR 2.790(b)(5) and Section 103(b) of the Atomic Energy Actof |
1954, as amended.

Withholding from public inspection shall not affect the iight, if any, of nersons nroperly and
directly concemed to inspect the documents. If the need arises, we may send c_pies of this
information to our consultants working in this area. We will, of course, ensure that the
consultants have signed the app: opriate agreements for handling proprietary information.
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J. Knubel -2-

If the basis for withholding this inforrnation from public inspection should change in the future
such that the information could then be made available for public inspection, you should promptly
notify the NRC. You also should understand that the NRC may have cause to review *\is
determination in the future, for example, if the scor” «+ a Freedom of Information Act request
includes your information. In all review situations, if the NRC makes a determination adverse to
the above, you will be notified in advance of any public disciosure.

If you have any questions regarding this matter, please contact me at (3C) 415-1470.

Sincerely,

original signed by:

Joseph F. Williams, Project Manager
Project Directorate |-1

Division of Reactor Projects - I/1|
Office of Nuclear Reactor Regulation
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If the basis for withholding this information from public inspection shnuld change in the future
such that the information could then be made .-vailable for public inspection, you should promptiy
notify the NRC. You also shouid understand that the NRC may have cause to review this
dctermination in the future, for example, if the scope of a Freecom of Information Act request
includes your information. In all review situations, if the NRC makes a determination adverse to
the above, you will be notified in advance of any public disclosure.

If you have any questions regarding this matter, please contact me at (301) 415-1470.
Sircerely,

original signed by:

Joseph F. Williams, Project Manager
Project Directorate |-1

Division of Reactor Projects - I/I|
Office of Nuclear Reactor Regulation
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If the basis for withholding this information from public inspection should change in the future
such that the information could then be made available for pubiic inspection, you should promptly
notify the NR. You also should understand that the NRC may have cause to review this
determination 'n ‘he future, for example, if the scope of a Freedom of Information Act request
includes your information. Ir . Il review situations, if the NRC makes & determination adverse to
the abnve, you wili be ~otifiea in advance of any public disclosure.

It you have any questions regarding this matter, please contact me at (301) 415-1470.
Sincerely,
15‘1///') < Sisd

Joséph F. Williams, Project Manager
Project Directorate I-1

Divisior: of Reactor Projects - I/I|
Office of Nuclear Reactor Regulation
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Mr. Gerald C. Goldstein

Assistant General Counsel

Power Authority of the State
of New York

1633 Broadway

New York, NY 1001¢

Resident Inspector's Office

U. 8. Nuclear Regulatory Commission
P.O. Box 136

l.ycoming, NY 13093

Mr. Harry P. Saimon, Jr.

Vice President - Engineering

Power Authority of the State
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123 Main Street

White Plains, NY 10601

Ms. Charlene D. Faison

Diractor Nuclear Licensing

Power Authority cf the State
of New York

123 Main Street

White Plains, NY 10301

Supervisor

Town of Scriba
Route 8, Box 382
Oswego, NY 13126

Mr. Eugene W. Zeltmann
President and Chief Operating
Officer
Power Authority of the State
of New York
99 Washington Ave., Suite No. 2005
Albany, NY 12210-2820

Charles Donaldson, Esquire
Assistant Attorney General
New York Department of Law
120 Broadway

New York, NY 10271

Regional Administrator, Region |
J.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission
475 Allendale Road

King of Prussia, PA 18406

James A. FitzPatrick Nuclear
Power Plant

Mr. F. William Valentino, President

New York State Energy, Research,
and Development Authority

Corporate Plaza West

286 Washington Avenue Extension

Albany, NY 12203-6399

Mr. Richard L. Patch, Director
Quality Assurance

Power Authority of the State
of New York

123 viain Street

White Plains, NY 10601

Mr. Gerard Goering
28112 Bayview Drive
Red Wing, MN 55066

Mr. 'ames Gagliardo
Safety Review Commitiee
708 Castlewood Avenue
Arlington, TX 76012

Mr. Arthur Zaremba, Licensing Manager
James A. FitzPatrick Nuclear
Power Plant
P.O. Box 41
Lycoming, NY 13093

Mr. Paul Eddy
New York State Dept. of
Public Service
3 Empire State Plaza, 10th Floor
Albany, NY 12223

Michael J. Colomb

Site Executive Officer

James A. FitzPatrick Nuclear Power Plant
P.O. Box 41

Lycoming, NY 13093



