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Enclosed for your signature is the Federal Register hotice containing proposed
"0ecorviissioning Criteria for Nuclear Facilities." The notice has been revised .

to accoccodate the Cor.rnission cor%ents on the proposec rule Suricarized as seven
iterns in the trercrandurr, free J. C. Foyle to P. J. Dircks, cated January 4,1985.
The following discussion indicates how each iter, has L;een addressed.

1. The lanouepe on pape 61 of the proposec rule should be r"ade r. ore c. lear
that the electric utility licensees have the optice to certify firiancial
assurance of $10Cb or to justify funding at a different level.

The lanouage ref erred 'to has been r..odified so that this poir,t is clear.
!

2. The $10lti cost estirrates should be clearly icentifiec as ISb4 dollars
and there should be reference to escalation, irstlation, and techno-
logical developrents as facters to be considered in detereinino each
licensee's future cost estirates. Consiceratier, shoelo he given to
incorporating a trethod to adjust the 1100f value in tht futufe for the

)above factors without resorting to ruler:aking. A pcssil,le neans of
providing for the acjustrent in cost is to require thet utilities'
decorrrnissionino plars underco periodic evaluatioris of the adequacy of i

the deccratt.issionino cost estir"ates. Luidater.e for the factors that a
'

utility should use coulo be provided in a Penuletory fulde or flikE(.
i

The rule has been endified such that the 1100,U.0.000 arount of assurance for- '

the decontsissioning of power reactors is identified as 19t4 collars or,d a
trethod is incorporated to adjust the .4100f. value in the future. The rule now
states that this arrount rust he afijusted annually assur ing an intlation rate *

twice that indicated by the chance in the Corisurer Price Iridex published by
the U.S. Departt.ent of 1. abor, hureau of Labor Statistics. This approach is
similar to that ht'ich was useo in 10 CFk 40, /ppendix /, setting the aricunt i

of funds necessary for long-tert" site surveillance of uraniur. r..ill sites
after license termination. The factor of two is used because this approxiraates
the history of the escalation of decorrsissioning costs. !
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3. Irnpler entation guidance should be issued at o it shceld identify a
r.i nireur: frequency for review of the funcir.g plan. / t a n.i t.in et.. the
plan should te reviewed and in place no later thar t years prior to
the planned erid of operatir,p lite of the facility. The guidance,

should also schedule at least a preliminary decoroissioning plan sos.e
tire well before the end of plant operatir g lif e ir. order to ensure
inclusion in the licerisee's long terti strategic plan.

The irrplercenting guidance concerning financial assurance is unaer developreret
; as a regulatory guide and will address the Coraisstun's concerns with regarc

to frecuency of review of the f unding plan. Pith respect to guidance regardirig
a preliminary oecoreissionirig plan, in f errua tiore of the type needed could be *

sutoitted in a licensee's funding plan update. Lowever, are addition to
the rule has been necessary since the rule dces not require licensees
choosing the certification rethod to subrnit a fundiri9 plan. This adoition
will require all Part 50 licensees to roake an up-to-date assesstient of
the actions necessary to decen ission at 5 yecrs prior to the projected
end of operation. For licensees using the funding plan i.ethod ano adaquately

,

following the planned regulatory guidance cencerning these plans, this
added reouirenent will not add to the burden.

4 Sore riniral standards of acceptability should be developed and
ir.plerented to identify specifically those records needed for de-
cccc.i s sioning. Specific guidance to caterial licensees should be
included.

The preposed rule contains reciuirenents on what records should be kept, r.af.el)
iricidents of spills and specified pertinent as-built drawings; requirer..ents
tri Parts 30, 40, 70, and 72 are the salie as those in Part SU. The stater..er.t
of consideratiori has been codified to state the r:inir all) acceptable recuire-
cents for recordteepino core clearly. /dditienal peicarce etil lie incluced in
a regulatory guide.

In Iter.15 the Corrission requested core intorraticn cor cerning plans for dealing
with waste disposal capability for decor.r.issioning 1.astes. This itfert'ation will
be sent to the for-r ission ir e separate peper beino prerareu by it.SS.

Iter.s 6 and 7 have teen incorporated exactly (s...r.equested )in the rer.o.. . . . . . .
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