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September 1, 1988

U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission
NPTN: Document Control Desk wWashington, D.C. 20555

SUBJECT: REPLY TO A M7PICE OF VIOIATION
(NRC INSPECTION kEPORT NO. 87-01)

Gentlemen:
i

This is in response to a letter and enclosed Notice of Violation frcn
Mr. William E. Cline, Chinf, N -lear Materials Safety and Safeguards Branch,
Division of Radiation Safety and Safeguards, NRC Region II, Atlanta GA.

(1) We admit the viciation, involving receipt of 2,040 sets of watch hands
k to which luminous paint containing tritium (H 3) had been applied by our

licensed supplier.

(2) Reason for violation: After 1981 ve had discontinued asse'"ning watches
with ltrinous hands, since demnd for this type of watch had dropped to a
point whcre it tocam uneconomical to canpete. However, a special order was
accepted last year and we did assemble 2,040 watch heads using luminous hands.
Neither our Sales Department in New York nor the factory in St. Croix realized
that this involved a quantity of tritium (H 3) which exceeded the exempt level
of activity pennitted. Of course we did meticulously observe the necessary '

,

,

safety precautions in handling the material. Ccm9ared to our total production
cf over 360,000 watches and watch movernents during 1937, these 2,040 vatch

;

heads were only a very s: mil fraction. tb regret the oversight.

(3) & (4) Corrective steps: Accordingly, we have since sutritted a new applic-
ation for a material license to NRC Region II, as well as an application for a
T)pe E License with the NRC in Washington, D.C., which will put us in the pos-
ition to accept new orders for watches using Juminous/painrif the occasion
arises.

'5) Date when full ccanpliance vill be achieved: Hopefully, our applications
for licenses vill be granted without undue delay.

In closing, please accept our assurance that we vill canply with all requircrnents
in future, as we had in the past, and we respectfully request that the subject
violation notice be cancelled.
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BELiIR QL"4RTZ, INC.

cc: Regional Administrator hh 4pp t dStd vf_.
NRC Region II !. Grunwald*

Vice President
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Eeptember 1, 1988

U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Cocinission
ATIN: Document Control Desk s
Washington, D.C. 20555

SUBJECT: REPLY 'IO A hUTICE OF VI0II. TION
(NRC INSPECTION REPORT NO. 87-01)

centlemen

This is in response to a letter and enclosed Notice of Violation frcra
Mr. William E. Cline, Chief, Nuclear Materials Safety and Safeguards branch,
Division of Radiation Safety and Safeguards, NRC Region II, Atlanta GA.

(1) We admit the violation, involving receipt of 2,040 sets of watch hands
to which luminous paint containing tritite. (H 3) had been applied by our
licensed supplier.

(2) Reason for violation: After 1981 ve had discentinued assembling watches
with luminous hands, since demand fcr this type of watch had dropped to a
point where it becan.a uneconomical to ccrnpete. However, a special order was
accepted last year and we did assemble 2,040 vatch heads using ltaninous hands.
Neither our Sales Department in New York nor the factory in St. Croix realized
that this involved a quar.tity of tritium (H 3) which exceeded the exempt level
of activity rermitted. Of course ve did meticulously observe the necessary
safety precautions in handling the material. Ccmpared to our total production
of over 360,000 vatches and vatch movements daring 1987, these 2,040 watch
heads were only a very small fraction. We regret the oversight.

(3) 4. (4) Corrective steps: ATordingly, we have since subnitted a new applic-
ation for a r.uterial license to NRC Region II, as well as an application for a
Type E License with the NRC in Washington, D.C., which will put us in the pos-
ition to accept new ordars for watches itsing luminous /painrif the occasion
arises.

(5) Date when full ccrnpliance vill te achieved: Hopefully, our applications
for licenses will be granted without utyhr delay.

In closing, please accept our assurance that we vill comply with all requirernents
in ''uture, as we had in the past, and we respectfully request that the subject
violat.;on notice te cancelled.
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cc: Regional Administrator (/- 7 b!-n /, d d +_ -
NRC Region II I. Grtevald*

Vice President, ,
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