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k'@ the Editers
*

'With his letter of January 2,-to the San Luis Obispo County telegra: -
.

Tribune, Mr. yrederick W. Hielke, Jr. haa made a compelling case
,

a6ainst Diatlo Canyon.

hgnedbyhisasCh(armanoftheBoardofPGt.Ewithoutadisclaimer
of the letter's official character, it represents a consensus at the

top of the corporate hierarchy, sets policy and gives guidance to all

hands at PGLE. i

The cc:pany District Manager D.L. Kennady's invitation (12.i.61)
'

r C s'tto phone himNts /any information desirec, , and more inportantly,
3

NRC Chairman Nuncio J. Paladino's remark (12'. 2.61) that " nuclear
,

plants can be built s fe and operated safely only if utilities assume

the responsibility for proper procedure"-- these are silently dis-

=issed by Mr. Mielke.
.

Instead, he rescrts to two ti e-honored propaganda principles: (1)
-

accuse your opponent of strategems you use yourself; and (2) stick

unre ittingly to deceptive semantics until they sound logical.

i Ad (1): Mr Mielke accuses opponents of politicizing what he calls

' technical issues" which, of course, include ,the recently discovered

series of conatruction defects.

Ad(2)h he uses throughout his letter the word"audit" which
i

dictionaries defice as a "review of records and reports", a mere
~

paper exercise. With this he is in conflict with the NRC's Ta' ale ;

of OrganizationC which =akes a distinction between "audit" and

"inspsetion",a word absent from Mr. Mielke's letter. He is in con- |
' b |
I flict also with Mr. palladino's opegtive phrase of "inspection, veri- j

.' r '

J fication and re-work", and -f/aequent si:11r. demands r.ade by others.

Isimilar contrast carks his own, unique definition of what "indepedent"

JE \H8
'

=esus, W ./ departs from ncrmal usage, from the sentiments expressed
in . : :\ n'h m.M! &

cy Congress en 6d denands forwa.rded to Washingt:.n and.Ef~the T E ~~

,

itself. Needless to say, Mr. Mielke's attempt to draw a parallel<

t:nen th+ work of aeisnic consultants and CpA's de fies rational ecuent.

|. .

|
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'And when the FGLE Soard CMairnan conplains that opponents question$

> of the enG neers who designedthe professional and personal integrity i

and built Biablo, he discloses an abyscal inabilityord[$11Y/Ektk# ' *

to understand what the real issues are.
WhatDiabloopponentsfearmostisnotlackofinte6rityashanykind

.

'of collusion, but incompetence, carelessness, irresponsibility,/?in susns
the p rformance which Congressmen and NRC officials thenselves labeled
"qu e s t io nable ,""G ar ele s s" , irresponsible", "below quality assurance
ntandards" and "disastrous".

}Vorstofall,Mr.Mieli.edoesn'teventouchonthe central Diaolo

issues: seismic safety and nuclear-operational safety, not to speak
of the pessibility that the plant':ight be exposed to both dta cra at
the sare time. With 14 design and c nstruction defects detected so
far, Mr. Mielkt even drops any p2rson 1 Assurance of'the plants
safety--for years 50p at pGLE.

$ Nor is there any refer.nce in his letter to the Three Mile Isinnd
O'ecident "e$'the 46 projects pic=ised by p3&E for icnunizing Diablo
egainst a TMI type accident. That nay be understandable: TNI clean-up
affortshave so far only resulted in repeated radiation releases.

Not so understandaele is Mr. Mielke's o=ission of any refercnce to

Difelo'[s present state. In case of an earthquake, operations control
.ould f.11 because of faulty in-plcat wiring, inoperative erergency

.. . r. * .1. 5*

c:.tteries, suspected *thect;s of the control reca ficer bw possibit e r/
$ ''

dsnger of bucklin's er collapsing. ,,g 7., y

Acoresuostantialquak'hwoulddeprivethey1antofliveco'oling
.*/e .-

systems vit.1 to s;fe op; rations and caEEC ' Sp to a safe shut-down
of reactorst and 223 tons of cooling f ans together with ten upon ton

of steel and concrete construction would drop 140 feet down on unstopped
and uncooled reactors. ,

!'r. Mielke cannot possibly have overlooked all this. 7Fw/.. s-
reasonable

" r ,s ,a n n ph a" /
~

kssumtion then ness =De that he ordered silence on key iseges [so as-
not to undercut and prejudice the January 19 hearings on/biablo Canyon

full power op;erating. license. $<.j rn s. aro emtoe
And the reason for .eephas a tight lid 'is that he fears a Diablo Canyon

-

- i . . _ _ ,

full power license would have no chance er tei": ce='tedifthefullfstory
a. .o -

of the plant's defectscrrfomef3widely, nown. It is this which makes ,

his letter such a eccpelling hS':II .crdehyingtheplantafynuegear I

,
~. , /c.tg 9. Jf., ggf g 6- " '

operating license ,

*, Carl y. Mansfield /
.

Jan luis Obispo

.
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Anti-Dic;&o chcirges: new low'
'.

. -

hditor. News Ptrss: Op.avner.ta of
insl61 that ent neers. geclogists. phys 1

.
i

the Disblo Caeyon nucleer power p!nnt clsts, and other respected profession.
base t. ras ht their campaign to a new

als hired as consultants by indgstry are
*

s

low in attachtat. the integrity of untrust worthy. ,

PGendE eng!neers and the indeptad.
11 should be obvious to all that t*.

ent auditor it has retained to review PCandE's own self interest dicialve
. , . -

'

the plant's design features. Their accu.
that we be satisf6ed that the Diablo

-

'.
satiorst rest on two false charges. Can, yon plant is correctly designed and

'

*

First, they charge that the auditor, tonstructed before we commeoce op.stetert L Cloud Asmiates, acted im. ero tion. The design error that
I.roperly by submitting prelimittery fritgered the req;ent investigation wasdrafin of ilt unfit report fur PGandE's

found by PUandE and inade public by
e

review. Far frr.in improper, such re. PUandE. PGandE promptly and volun.
views are standard audil procedure. tarily began rechecking the plant's
actommended by the '' Standards for carthquake safety system and ar.Avat" of the comptruller generel of runged for an independent audit of thatthe linited States and by the Nuclear systern. We have offered the NuclearPegulatory Commission's Offire of in.

Regutafory Commitsson un!!mited op-vecto: and Auditui, to help ehmir: ate portunity to observe the audit arid tofartual and analytkal errors in audit
ennsult with the auditors at any time,re:9tts. Audants retain complete edi. No one hus questioned the compe-

t irtat centrol and F tsy reject any or all
tence of Ruben t.. Cloud Associates.cwnents ut the resiews.

Secer.d. Diablo Canyun's epnor. cats - Instead. tjov. Brown and other oppo.
nents of nucitar powerhave misled the

carse that Dr. Cload car.not be truly public about ethleal audit prvcedares
inte:cMen tsou>e he was retelned and havety itsa.dE once before. If iNe enatea. groundlently accused
te sere true, r:a CPA firm could te Dusaast and tre cloud firm of im.

prcprieties. They have chosen to politi-hired by a temp;ny for rnere th:n or:e
clae technicalissues at Diablo CamunIth witn:ut the. r+m's ladecendea.. so rurther taetr own purpi.sss of pre-he rg comprcmt*ed '!he fart in that
ventir:g the plant from operatteg'. Thistest:niest 14ter, are chcsen for ccm.
does not serve the pubHC Interent,

f* tente c.d esperierte from amung Frederten W. Miette Jr.::vslihM fitrr.t In tr.elt pas ticular fief;!. Chairman and Chief Executive
Beraat there are often fe* Such Officer

.!.rrns, they fregently are hired more PGandE
than cae. The key point fer Independ- .

ent e it that Dr. Cload was not retained
to reue* any cf h:s own previe s workw

hat work done h others. ,

Ne ed on thne false charges. .

PG wJ1. and Pubert 1.. Cloud A>>xt.
atei have. in effett. been accused of
temn , inat steusation li shnchmg Santa Barbara News Press
It rAn:t es th:at dutnt of professtvial .)anuary B, 1982

.

pp* It.solvtwJ ~ in bnth POandE 4 tad
the thf ritgedratiJn - have no pro.
s. . w.,n un perwtal Integrity. This
unfvund*d tssum, rien la fostered by
tr.:iy motsr.veleer groept, which of ten
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