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AucusT 24, 1988

UNITED STATES MUCLEAR REGULATORY CoMMISSION
OFFICE OF NUCLEAR REACTOR REGULATION
DIVISION OF REACTOR INSPECTION AND SAFEGUARDS
WasHingTon, DC 20555

ATTENTION: E. Wriixam Brace, Curer
VENDOR INSPECTION BRANCH

REFERENCE : NRC Levrer - Docxer 99900403/88-01
Aucust 4, 1908

Dear Mr. Bracw:

THIS IS IN RESPONSE TO YOUR AUGUST 4, 1988 LETTER WMICH CONTAINED THE
RESULTS OF THE NRC INSPECTION AT GE NUCLEAP ENERGY FACILITIES IN San Jose,
FORNIA DURING THE PERIOD Femruary 1-10, 1988. Tue VICE PRESIDINT AND
RAL ManaGER, B. WOLFE, MAS REQUESTED THAT I RESPOND TO YOUR LETTER ON
MIS BEMALF,

THE INSPECTION REPORT IDENTIFIES ONE NONCONFORMANCE. THE STATEMENT OF
NONCONFORMANCE AND OUR RESPONSE IS CONTAINED IN THE ATTACHMENT TO TWIS
LETTER,

SINCERELY,
‘r_’ o~ You.l.—

J. M. Case, ManaGER
NUCLEAR QUALITY ASSURANCE

ATTACHMENT
cc: B. Woure
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NRC_STATEMENT OF NONCONFORMANCE

Contrary TO SecTions 4 A 7 of GE TorrcaL Rerort NEDD-11209-044, awp
GE QuaLxty Assurance Procepure OAP 2.4 A 2.7, GE procuren 100
REPLACEMENT METRIC PHILLIPS FLAT MEAD SCREWS FOR USE IN THE REACTOR
MODE SWITCH MOUSING ASSEMBLY WITHOUT PURCHASE DOCUMENTS ~o WITH NO

VERIFICATION OF THE OQUALITY OF THE MATERIAL RECEIVED INCOMING
RECEIPT INSPECTION. (REFER TO NONCONFORMANCE No. 88-01-01. )
GE_RESPONSE TD NONCONFORMANCE

THE 100 FLAT MEAD SCREWS WERE PURCHASED ON 3-31-80 BY THE RESPONSIBLE
MoOE SWITCH DESIGN ENGINEER (MR, MILAM) WITHOUT A WRITTEN GF
SPECIFICATION OR PURCHASE ORDER AND WITHOUT m RECEIVING INSPECTION BY
QUALITY ASSURANCE, GE ACONOWLEDGES THAT THIS ACTION WAS IN TECMNICAL
NONCONFORMANCE WITH GE PROCEDURES; HOWEVER, THME RESPONSIBLE ENGINEER
TOOK PERSONAL RESPONSIBILITY FOR VERIFICATION OF THE ADEQUACY AND
OQUALITY OF THME MATERIAL RECEIVED, AND TOOK APPROPRIATE ACTION TO
FORMALLY DOCUMENT THE FLAT MEAD SCREW REQUIREMENTS ON A GE DRAWING SO
THAT SUBSEQUENT PURCHMASES COULD BE MADE IN FULL COMPLIANCE WITH GF
PROCEDURES. (O INSPECTION AT SWITCH/CAN ASSEMBLY AND SUCCESSFUL
COMPLETION OF QUALIFICATION TEST ASSURED ADEQUACY OF THE SCREWS FOR
THEIR FUNCTION IN THE MOE SwiTew.

SUBSEQUENTLY, THE MODE SWITCH DFSIGN WAS CManGED (In 1983) 1o
DISCONTINUE USE OF THESE SCREWS. THIS FACT WAS CONFIRMED BY THE NRC
IN T™MEIR ReroRT 99900403/87-03.

THe 100 FLAT MEAD REPLACEMENT SCREWS “URCMASED BY THE GE RESPONSIBLE
DESIGN ENGINEER WERE BOUGHT AS IDENTICAL TO THE ORIGINAL MoOE SwiTew
SCREWS EXCEPT FOR LENGTH, WE CONSIDER THAT THE CIRCUMSTANCES OF THIS
NONCONFORMANCE TO GE PROCEDURES IN 1980 WERE MIGHMLY UNUSUAL AND AN
ISOLATED CASE. N0 EVIDENCE OF SIMILAR GE PURCHASES MAS BEEN DETECTED
DURING THE MULTIPLE GE, cusToMERr AND NPC INSPECTIONS AND ALDITS OF GF
PRODUCTS.  THis 1980 PROCEDURAL NONCONFORMANCE IS NOT CONSIDERED TO
MAVE ANY SAFETY SIGNIFICANCE, THE IDENTIFICATION OF THESE SCREWS ON A
GE DRAWING (COMPLETED IN APRIL 1980) WAS AN APPROPRIATE CORRECTIVE AND
PREVENTIVE ACTION FOR THIS ISOLATED CASE.



