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The Honorable Frank C. Cooksey
Mayor
City of Austin
P.0. Box 1088

Austin, Texas 78767
Dear Mayor Cooksey:

The Commission is in receipt of your June 30, 1987 letter inquiring about the
Government Accountability Project's (GAP) request for an independent task
force to review allegations and Citizens Concerned About Nuclear Power's
éCCAhP) motion to reopen the record regarding the South Texas Nuclear

roject.

In a July 15, 1987 letter, the Commission informed GAP that the agency could
determine more appropriectely whether the appointment of an independent task
force is warranted, after careful review of the allegations in detail. (See
attachment.) Thus, the Commission encouraged GAP to provide the allegations
to the agency. GAP repeatedly has refused to provide the allegations to the
agency and has yet to do so. Once GAP complies with this request, the agency
will be in a2 position to make the appropriate determination regard1n2
allegations management. Further delay by GAP in turning over the information
will only result in further delay in the agency lvoking into the matters to
which GAP has alluded in its communications with the NRC and others,

The Commission recently denied CCANP's motion to reopen and referred it to
the NRC staff for consideration under 10 CFR § 2.206.

Thank you for your concern regarding these matters.

Sincerely,

pryra

Harold R. Denton

Director

Office of Governmental
and Public Affairs

Attachment:
NRC Letter to GAP, July 15, 1987
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OFFICE OF THE et 87 JL 17 AGE
SECRETARY
Billie P. Garde, Esaq. 5

Director, Midwest Office
Richard E. Condit, Esq.
Staff Attorney
Government Accountability Project
1555 Connecticut Avenue, N.W., Suite 200 SERVED JUL 171887
Washinoton, D.C, 20036

Dear Ms, Carde and Mr. Condit:

This letter responds to your May 29, 1987 petition under 10 CFR 2.206 for the
establishment of an {nvestigative unit independent of NRC Region 1Y and the

Executive Director for Operations (EDO), to review allecations concerning the
South Texas nuclear power plant,

You specificaliy state in your petition that *[1]t would be {nappropriate to
have [the EDO) or anyone connected with Region IV decide the merits of this
petitfon since they are the ndividuals we are seeking relief from.® GAP
2.206 Petftfon at 15, A 2,206 petition 1s addressed to the Director of
Nuclear Reactor Regulation or the Director of Nuclear Material Safety and
Safequards, 10 CFR 2.206(a). These directors report to the EDO who hv virtue
of his position 1s involved 1n the 2,206 deliberative process. Taking into
consfderation the plain lanouace of your request, the Commission decided to
treat the document that you characterize as a 2.206 petition 8s a request for
Commission consideration, The Commission notes, however, thet the
determination of the most appropriate means of evaluating allecations s

essentially within the Commission's discretion and {s not within the scope of
actions contemplated by 10 C.F.R, 2,206.

The agency can best determine whether the l11¢30t1ons should be handled by
Recfon 1V personnel or by an independent task force only after detafled review
of the nature of the allecations, The Commission encouraces GAP to provide
the allegations to the agency promptly pursuant to the May 20, 1987 subpoena
fssued to Ms, Garde., Additiona) do?a{ in turn1n7 over the information to %he
l?ency will only result in further de ay in look n: into matters which you
clafm are relevant to public health and safety, After the tqency has reviewed
the substance cf the 217ecations, 1t will be {n a better position to determine
whether Regfon 1V s the appropriate entity to review the allegations or
whether the appointment of an fndepen. nt task force 1s necessary. The
Commission assures GAP that the agency will handle the fnvestication of the

allegations properly, both with recard to technical review and
confidentiality,

incerel

myel J 11k
Secretary of the Commission



e

10/9/87

Fax to: Carla Smith, OGC, H Street
From; Bob Newlin, PA, HDQ

4 pages including cover sheet

Fo1r-88-107

I WEH
NS

26\ 6120 8



-~ ona
A B MY BB \

e %

‘a'l’lg:

G, 008 xXe ' -

13:23 R I L I I I FeQuiatory comminsion g nore -

¢ UPI BTATE Wire (TEXAS) ﬁi o’
IPM=197-871008- 18029000 13

¢

(terae, colm,)

Rtorney for worker

Jy PHILIP . GARC!IA
WASHINGBTON (UPI)

§ whistle Blowers at the
Jouth Texas Project saig Thursday the Nuclear
Qre interested Sreak

S at South Texas nutlesr plant sasalls NRC

ing her group “once and for allc

investigating alleged safety defects

&t the nuclear plant, ¥ Ny
Billie Garda of the Gevernment Accountability Project said she has . 1; —_
ner orous, Mot NRC Executive Director Victor Steile h Piedaed to sresk [, s
nNer group. -
Y 'What 1 understand that he

S4Y3 privately is he’
3AP and Billie Garde cnce ang for all,"” o

Capitol Hill news conferance. S
"Nes that's been ?oportoe‘tq‘no from what he's :
neeting., " Garde added. . . "n. " 2 - . s :.,ﬂg D
€*+llc was unavatlable for comment, Byt Fronk' Ingram,: ay NRCY LRI L
3pOke-~an, disputed Garde's claim, . . » i
“UALL we can say A8 _that_ what we're trying.to do s te got dree, - “: ¥ -
8illie Garde the dliegations about s
nuclear power’ plant, -

% 30'Mg to break i
Arde said of Stello at a

S4id at a rusber of ;*
)

Afety problees at the South Texas" .
he said. “That's our basic and sole interest, * " i P
In May, the NRC jesued a subpoena to Garde ordering her to name - - 4 o
ore than three dozen workers at STP who have hade all
“ork" and wrongQdeing, at the mucle

e3ations of faulty. ,S{»,
ar facility near Bay City, ' S e AW

Garde refuses to comply, citing confidentiziity and feers thati. - uy. S55
orkers would face funishment . The NRC, through the Justice Depar nent, A .
filed suit (n U8, District Court (n Washington £0 enforce the subpoena, +

Garde, ACcompanied by Kep. Patri{ .ia l:hroodor, D=Cols., said GAP !
i1’ meet a Friga ine for ®xplaining why the Sroup should
n0t reveal the idontities of the workers and itg information, A hearing
'S set for Oct. 22, GaP said,

Barde saig.the NRC knows the identitian of 17 of the
AP represerts . at Bouth Texas because they Already hag
concerns to the agency, Ty

Garde'has asved for'
Process “that nas bee:
she sald, S gt Pues

“In:this cage, Mr. 'Btello ma
-] plav‘QOugh.' Garce saig,

Stello has saig he wants to review
JeCinion on *stablisning 8 task force.
in all, Garde said, .

Ingram Feiterated the ARG’
dllegations Ar8, wa wil
with thes, *"

Nouston Lighting & Power
SoUGht Gap'y inforsation, :
Schroeder, a leading Congressionsl advocate of whistle blowers’
"IQhts ang chairsan 0Ff the Huuse Subcommitten on Civil Bervice of the
Post O¢dice AnduCthlf.QcVIcO,Connlt\oo. S8id the NRC's action was
“outragecus. . “ Y ' i b 3

"TWhen you've'got!Se . (wiistle blowers) that (s & very serious.
tHing,* Schroeder SAlT. ) “We, as taxpavers, ought to be totally =
Outreged at that type of Systes. ... It ts power ball,* g [N'e

Joan Claybrook, President of Publie Citizen, which is robro-on!lnq : rﬂ.
BAP, saie NRC's actions “ar e & Use of Sovernsent power that I think is
FRjected by the public Senerally,

Sé individuals
"™ pressed

S changee the rules (and has) decided
the «llegations

bcior"iokinq L] 1
There are about

650 allegations

S POsition that ' “once we khow what the , .
i de able to Proceed andg figure out what te de

“also Mas

0., "the ncjor'portnor at 8Te,

]

® in many ways, "

L,
Claybrook saig.i 1S
Ous threat to all public interest groups. * a i
“'She'said BAP would make (3¢ of “enormous protections” urder the "5 1.
First Asendment rights of Ao‘o:atlon,.nd.attornoy-cltoﬂt Privilege, She ¢ "‘.
vomwed the case will, be Pursued ' "all“sne way to tha Suprese
necessary,* $

Ceurt “.
cGarde saiy *)

b omar thig
to.operate as

She said wh
decision that,

But she saig

»'11!19.!300 weuld net hold up plant operations,

Teint, the NRC {a acting, and has stated thae (¢ is going
ik these alliegations s ROt exist,* Garge satg,

eLher oFf not plant operations shouls be held up *{g a
frankly, only the NRC

Can make, "
Predblems,

STP recently receiv
And hoges to Qererate

Gn't ¢ind thess
®d NRC persiseion to vegin

lev -power Cpberations
electricity By ®arly next

yRar ,
-
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HHISTLEBLOHERS CHARGINGHISDEEDS AT THE  SOUTH' TEXAS uurfsaa‘poor:rr» ¢

°a 15° SHE“MILL*GOSTOYIRILT RATHER THAN' \DIVULGE ‘THE NANES 0F u7p. r»x:ntsﬁx
THE‘NUCLtﬂR;xEGULRTORY'COHHISS{ON R R RN
RLLEGHTIONS“INCLUDEwSﬂFETViﬂhD CRIHINRL :MISCONDUCT" AND Dﬂur:arpnnf

PUORWORKHRQ%}; 0 ORGRHIZED FRQUD ON}THE:\PRRT UF THE ﬂﬂVFDunrur AN
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COMTRACTERS, e DT L A ted f -:;
BILLIE mwe’?mt aunanev Eouur ﬁovmnsur acmuummuy e “
PR EthsHRS’BEEN‘ORDEREDIBV*THE HRC$THROUGHZATSUBPOENR TR TURNLNYE D, - RIS
HLCYNARESY ﬁﬂbfﬂLLEGRTIONS YBROUGHTATO' HER BY'THE WHISTLFRI AUERS! ;%_;?v_ﬁ;:- i
REGRRDING THERURCORPLETED™ NUCLERR IPLANT NERR BRY. CITY, " TEXRS. (y'~$7n¢ >
LR saaos,9nourvaa, DOESHIT, rnus;rrhexrsoERﬂL RGENCY, T rnop&? }Jk&
1N RTIALRIHY srxearxou,o ue” HORE ATHAN S OTIND IV DURL T FHRDAES T “AEHY
rTHEkNRc IhDIVIDURLS TuHO LOOK AT #THESEYALLEGAT IONS UST NATA nfﬁru:
SAME-PEOPLESUHOZORTGINALLS pNOREUBTHEgPROBLEns ANDSWENT, DAUN. ANA 30
PUBBERSTR%PED’SOUTHQTErﬂg INSTHE ™ FIRSTgPLRCEs”'SRID HS. . BRRDF (-5 4% ‘
POIRTING SPECIFICALLYATORNRCTEXECUTIVE" DIRECTOR” FRANK ‘STFLLA, gt THE TR
OFFICIALS OVERSEEINGTHESOUTHUESTERN' UNITED ‘STATES FOR 'NRM. ,,f-,
AUS, GARDE-F REES"A, FEDERAL COURT “HEARING -0CT, 22 IN WHICK THE., xuctrr g
DEPRRTMENT- W] LL™SEEKVAIDECTSION | CONPELL ING HER 1O, qurlnafgru:. TR i
INEORMATION: * unxcu sqs*savs;sus NILLYNOTA DO, ¥~ Soasio 2
YUEY asxeo.gr THE"BEGINNING "0F"OUR“SOUTH  TEXAS unek, rno i v ‘f'*{. -
AFROTNTNENT!OF; ﬁ SPECIRLATASK! FORCE 'FROM “THE NRC.'THAT. PROPESS. unc g
EJLED REGULARLY xuquus“couutrv SINCE<L980, 12 SHE SAID.1 ¥ Liia 7 vy
= *IN'THIS gas; MR.FSTELLO HAS CHANGED™THE RULES, AND NB, &TEi1n, e
Dgxggg;xggvgiggglg;JOr‘rge‘pu;ﬂch HASDECIDED 'TO LAY T'IGM. 11 Me
ﬁccogoxnc 10 HfR» STELLO ‘REJECTED’ AN OFFER BV GRP TN PRESFNT 8’
GENERALZASSESSRENTEOF. THT TALLEGAT IONSTAND." MRS, TOLG: 11STRILD Save, un
PEALS,'iTURN “EVERYTHING  OVER, * » = 0 A =7

HNRC OFFICIﬁLSs3H0HEVERs SAYTHEY: HRE sanLv TRYING 10 £ADPY. iy aw x,v
1uveerxcarxougxﬁ»‘%rv** TR At
m’.’uum HE‘SEE‘THE'RLLECRTIONS: umca sua HAS REFUSFD' 10 ATV fie.
CRNL TS osrinnan;dou ‘; SHOULD®BE*HANDLED)*?-'SRID NRR SPAVFENAN Bno k!
urnL; N) FRANKY SLELL TOURFERECUTIVE DIRECTOR FOR NPFRATIANG, Mae corpfes.
]TQSsNOT\CLERR’TO HInd RHETHER ANYTHING SHOULD BE NANE. RNT WEsq @i en /820"

S!iMTHﬂT' IF.«HECESSRR\M{E LU CRERTE 'R-TRSK' FORCE.
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ETHAYELNOTYGOTTENSTRE ALLEGRTIONS AND WE CRM'T DFAI wrTw 17 ywrn

NOd‘HHRI“THEY‘.RRE»”’f NENLIN SRID, vy ‘*.

%&10.‘,08 87516‘11“(% : hw?m:w R s o i i ,

4 A '
"§ i"‘\o.-‘




s s sl e MY \eddt
T NULLEAR KE“WULATURY LUMMESS U vl gar rognd atery, ol a81on wificial
y o ®UPT'SIAIE Ware (I1EXAS)

1 Id:  IPM=197-871006=15%71 0001

lexas

€ official sonls review of

allegations ol South Texan Ffroject
WASHINGTUN (UP])

- A Nuglear Reguilatory Commisaien of facl

wl sadd
‘esday he "would need to sen” allegations Ly workers at the S?uth
‘was Projuct before deciding to form a task force on alleged satety
Mectu at the nuclear plant.

Vietur Stelle Jr., executive director Qf Lthe NRC, confirmed a
“port that he would be willing to ¢create a special. Lask furce i+
‘Cessary. But Stello reiterated that nu such decision had Leen made,

"I would need to s

®e the allegations Lefore deciding on whether or
Ot a task fource ie needed,

Stelleo said through a zpokaeasman.
Allegations of wrongdoing have been made by whistle blowars
ePraswvnted by the Government Accountability Project, a non=-profit
blic interest §roup that works with whistle Blowers,

he Project is fighting an NRC sub

RPOena that seeks the identity of the
dth Texas workers,

The Proj.ct’l'lttarncy. Billie
0B "C0 400 allegations of safety
ear Bay City,

Garde has refused to
Mld leak the identities to the uti

nNe whistle blowers to punishment by their employers,

She also says there is evidence the commission is unwilling to
NvRKtigate safety concerns at §1F.

The NRC ¢iled suit in Wash
gjain refused to comply,
rivileges.

The Project has until Frida
whes and Tom Carpenter, a lawyer for the Fro
Ne® .Qroup will respoma in U.S. District Court

"We're &rguing thet complying with the subpoena woul o toree us tu

reach the attorney-cliant privilege," Carpenter said, The project wil}
|80 argue that enforcement of the subpoena

"would have a ehilling

ffect™ on workers’ ability to consult with attorneys or groups o

“SURS regarding safety, Carpenter adued.

The Project has called & News conferance Thursda,
sLpoena.

Houston Lighting & Power Co. rFeceived o license this summer to
art up the first of two nuclear reactors at South Texas and hopes. Lg
egin generating electricity early ne:t yaar,

The NRC is reguired LUy law to assess any thre
uclear power plant,

Garde earlier this year asled Stello to appoint a ¢
ndependent of his immed, ety s

Garde, claims to be withholding
and related defects at the facility
comply with subpoena,

arguing the commigsic
lities and Contractors and exp. -

ington tc anforce th

@ subpgensa but Barde
Citing attorrey

~client and related legal

Yy to show why it shauld not relaase thoe

Ject in Washsngtor, saig
ih Washington.

LO UlsQusy Lhe

el Lo the safety of a

.r’(?‘;‘ fOrkﬁ i
taff and personnel respcnsmible for nugcleear
rojects in Teyas.

Bhe bLased that request in
Amllar safety alle
lant near Glen Ros

Rart on claims the Cummiueion jgnared
gations at the troubled Comar

the Feak nucl ear pOwe
€, Southwest of Fort Worth,
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