UNITED STATES OF AMERICA s
NUCLEAR REGULATORY COMMISSION
In the Matter of
GECRGIA POWER COMPANY
) Docket No, 50-424
OGLETHORPE POWER CORPORATION ;
UNICIPAL ELECTRIC AUTHCRITY OF GECPGIA )
CITY OF DALTON, GECRGIA ;
VOGTLE ELECTRIC GEMERATING PLANT, UNIT 1)
EXEMPTICM
i

Georgia Fower Company, (glethurpe Power Corporation, Municipal Electric
Authority of Georgia, and City of [alton, Georgia (the licensees). are the
holders of Facility Operating License No. NPF-68 iesued March 16, 1987, which
authorizes full power operation of the Vogtle Electric Gererating Plant, Unit
I (the facility). A supsrseded license, NPF-61, issued January 16, 19¢7,
authorized licensees to iperate the facility at steady-state reactor power
levels not in excess of |70 megawatts thermal. These licenses provide, ameng
other things, that they ire subject to all ruiss, regulations and Orders of the
Commission,

11.

Section 50.71(e)(3)(1) of 10 CFR 50 requires the licensees of ruclear
power reactors to submit an Updated Final Safety Analysis Report (UFSAR) within
24 months of either July 22, 1980, or the date of issuance o the operating
license, whichever is liter. The above regulation would have required
tubmittal of the UFSAR for Vogtle Unit 1 by January 16, 1989,

By letter dated Junuary )5, 1988, licensees requested an exemition to 10
CFR 50.71(e) which would defer submittal of the UFSAR until one year following
issuance of @ full power operating license for Vogtle Unit 2 on the basis that

the present Fina' Safety Analysis Report (FSAR) applies to both units, The
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FSAR has been updated on May 6, 1987, August 31, 1987, and March 30, 1988, and
will continue to be updated to support the licensing of Vogtle Unit 2 and to
provide updated information on Vogtle Unit 1, These FSAR revisions essentially
satisfy the intent of the requlation, but achieve it in a different format from
the one recommended by the staff in a letter to al) cperating reactor licensees
dated December 15, 1980, Because the necessary safeaty information is provided
in each revision, no undue risk would result from the proposed exemption,

I,

The NRC staff has reviewed the licensees' request for an extension of the
Vogtle Unit 1 UFSAR submittal until one year following issuance of a full power
operating license for Vogtle Unit 2. The extension is needed tu eliminate the
hardship of maintaining two versions of essertially the same document, The
Yogtle Unit 2 full power operating license issuance is estimated to be Apri)
1989. This would result in an extension of approximately 15 months,

On June 22, 1983, the licensees submitted the FSAR for both Vogtle units,
From that time until the present, the NRC staff has reviewed the FSAR on the
basis that it was for both units; however, since Units 1 &nd 2 are not
receiving operating licenses at the same time, there are two regulations which
are not consistent with each other, 10 CFR 50,34 reauires the licensees to
amend the FSAR in order to keep the i:‘ormation contained therein current,
whereas 10 CFR 50,71(e) requires the licensces to submit an entirely new
document, an UFSAR, which replaces the existing FSAR, Therefore, in order to
comply with these two regulations concurrently, the licensees would have to
maintain both the FSAR with amendments and the UFSAR, Maintaining two versions
of the same licensing document for e2ch unit would be difficult, could lead to
ambiguities and confusion and would serve no useful purpose if the existing FSAR

fs maintained up-to-date through the licensing of Unit 2.
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Pursuant to 10 CFR 51,32, the Commission has determined that the granting

of this Fxemption will have no signiticant impact on the environment (53 FR 9829).
This Exemption is effective upon issuance.

FOR THE NUCLEAR REGULATORY COMMISSION

Steven A, Varga, Director
Pivision of Reactor Projects /11
0ffice of Nuclear Reactor Regulation

Dated at Rockville, Maryland
this 28th gay of April 1988,

*SEE PREVIOUS PAGE FOR CONCURRENCE Ul .
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DOCKET NO. 50-424
Rules and Procedures Branch
MEMORANDUM FOR: Division of Rules m:. Records
Ofttice of Administration
FROM: Office of Nuclear Reactor Regulation
SUBJECT: Vogtle Electric Generating Plamt, Unit 1 (Georgia Power Company)

One signed original of the Federal Register Notice identified below is enclosed for your transmittal to the Oftice of the Federal
Register for publication. Additional conformed copies ( 5 ) of the Notice are enclosed for your use.
D Notice of Receip! of Application tor Construction Permit(s) and Operating License(s)

D Notice of Receipt of Partial Application for Construction Permit(s) and Facility
License(s) Time for Submission of Views on Antitryst Matters

D Notice of Consideration of Issuance of Amendment to Facility Operating License.

D Notice of Receipt of Application for Facility License(s); Notice of Availability of Applicant's Environmental Repori; and
Notice of Consideration of Issuance of Facility License(s) and Notice of Opportunity for Mearing

D Notice of Availability of NRC Draft/Final Environmental Statenient,
D Notice of Limited Work Authorization

D Notice of Availability of Safety Evaluation Report

D Notice of issuance of Construction Permi(s)

D Notice of issuance of Facility Operating License(s) or Amendmentis)

D Order
@ Exemption
O

Notice of Granting Exemption
D Environmental Assessment.
D Notice of Preparation of Environmental Assessment

Office of Nuclear Reactor Regulation

Enciosure
As stated

Wm'm Marilee Rood
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