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.Mr. Otto L. Mayn:rd '

i*' Presid:nt and Chlaf Executiva Officer
i V Wolf Croak Nucl:ar Operating Corporation

4 Post Office Box 411
Burlington, Kansas 66839.

SUBJECT: REVIEW OF WOLF CREEK GENERATING STATION CHANGE TO POST-
ACCIDENT SAMPLING SYSTEM COMMITMENTS (TAC NO. MA2059)

Dear Mr. Maynard:

By letter dated May 11,1998, Wolf Creek Nuclear Operating Corporation (WCNOC) requested
NRC approval to modify the Wolf Creek Generating Station Updated Safety Analysis Report,
Section 18.2.3, regarding NUREG-0737," Clarification of TMI Action Plan Requirements,"
sampling requirements for the post accident sampling system (PASS). Specifically, WCNOC
requested approval to delete the In-line monitoring and grab sample capability for dissolved

'

gases (e.g., hydrogen) in liquids (specifically, reactor coolant) due to the high cost of repiacing.

the hydrogen analyzer (and computer system) and the cost of maintaining the hydrogen
analyzer over the life of the plant. Further, WCNOC indicated that the dissolved hydrogen
analysis is not used as part of any core damage assessment methodology at the Wolf Creu
Generating Station, and no procedure utilizes the PASS hydrogen analyzer for any purpose. !

As discussed in your letter, WCNOC evaluated the planned change to the Wolf Creek
Generating Station Updated Safety Analysis Report (USAR) in accordance with 10 CFR 50.59

i. and concluded that elimination of the capability to sample the reactor coolant for hydrogen does
not represent an unreviewed safety question at the Wolf Creek Generating Station, in4

accordance with 10 CFR 50.59, when a licensee determines that a change to the USAR does
not represent an unreviewed safety question, prior NRC approval is not required. As in the

j past, the staff will continue to perform a review, on a sampling basis, of WCNOC's activities
related to 10 CFR 50.59 to verify adequate implementation of the regulation.

If you have any questions, please contact me at (301) 415-1362.*

,

: Sincerely,
Kristine M. Thomas, Project Manager
Project Directorate IV-2 Original Signed By

{ 9809140115 980904 Division of Reactor Projects lil/IV'
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\
Mr. Otto L. Maynard -2- September 4, 1998

cc:
Jay Silberg, Esq. Chief Operating Officer
Shaw, Pittman, Potts & Trowbridge Wolf Creek Nuclear Operating Corporation;

2300 N Street, NW P. O. Box 411
Washington, D.C. 20037 Burlington, Kansas 66839

1

Regional Administrator, Region IV Supervisor Licensing
U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission Wolf Creek Nuclear Operating Corporation l
611 Ryan Plaza Drive, Suite 1000 P.O. Box 411

|!
3

Arlington, Texas 76011 Burlington, Kansas 66839

Senior Resident Inspector U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commiss'on
U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commissien Resident inspectors Office
P. O. Box 311 8201 NRC Road.

Burlington, Kansas 66839 Steedman, Missouri 65077-1032

! Chief Engineer
'

Utilities Division
; Kansas Corporation Commission
; 1500 SW Arrowhead Road

Topeka, Kansas 66604 4027 !,

) Office of the Govemor
State of Kansas
Topeka, Kansas 66612

Attorney General,

Judicial Centerp
301 S.W.10th

! 2nd Floor
Topeka, Kansas 66612

$ County Clerk
Coffey County Courthouse
Burlington, Kansas 66839

i

: Vick L. Cooper, Chief
Radiation Control Program'

i Kansas Department of Health ,

and Environment j
: Bureau of Air and Radiation
; Forbes Field Building 283
i Topeka, Kansas 66620
;
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