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On 12/31/85, at approximately 1050 hours, with Unit 3 shut down for a refueling outage,
a Group II primary containment isolation occurred due to a low reactor water level
signal. As a result, the standby gas treatment system automatically started, and the
Unit 3 Reactor Building ventilation system tripped off. The Unit 2 Reactor Building
ventilation system was manually tripped off per Operating Order 1-85, "Reactor Building
Ventilation System Isolation on Automatic Initiation of Standby Gas Train".

When the isolation occurred, the Unit Shift Foreman proceeded to rack 2203-6, knowing
that work was being performed there, and found that an Instrument Mechanic had just
removed level indicator 3-263-72B from the rack. It is believed that when the level
indicator was removed, the Instrument Mechanic induced a vibration in the rack, causing
level indicators 3-263-58A and B (which implement mercury switches that are very
sensitive to vibrations) to indicate low reactor water level. This resulted in a

Group II isolation.

It is generally recognized at Dresden Station that instruments such as those on

rack 2203-6 are sensitive to vibration, even when valved out. Because of the nature

of this event, no corrective actions are considered necessary. As the unit was in cold
shutdown with all fuel removed, the group isolation initiated as designed, and the
Reactor Building ventilation and standby gas treatment systems operated as designed;
the safety significance of this event is considered minimal. The last event of this
type was reported by Reportable Occurrence No. 85-002-0 on Docket 050249.
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