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MOTION TO REOPEN THE RECORD AND TO SUEBMIT A NEW CONTENTION

1. INTRODUCTION

At 11:47 AM on Friday, January 31, 1986 an earthquake with G
magnitude of 5,0 on the Richter scale struck Northeast (Chio,
The épicenter OFf the earthquake 18 estimated to be near
Thompson, Ohio, less than 10 miles from the Ferry Nuclear Powesr
Plant, Because Of this event, intervenor Ohac Citizens for
Responsible Energy (*OCRE®) rereby moves to reopen the record
for the purposes of sucmittang and litigatang the following
contention:

Applicants have not demonstrated that the SeiEmail desagn of the
Perry Nuclear Power Plant 18 adequate in light of observed local

seismicaty,
11. BASIS FOR THE CONTENTION

While only preliminary information 18 available on the
BOrthQuake at this taime, thig anformation serongly andicares
that, at @ minamum, che FSAR analysis of site area seismaicaty
~e@ds tO be redone, The January 31 earthquake clearly shows the
sonclusions in the FSAR and SER (NUREG-0B887) ko be erroneous,
For example, it 18 concludeéd that no capable faules exist in the
vicinikty of the plant, FSAR Sectaon 2,5.3.6:; SER at P, e=21.

The plant site 18 Qlso saxd to be an area of low seasmacaty,
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FSAR Section 2, Appendix D, B, D-94.

Even more disturping are news accounts (see Attachment)
stating that accelerations from the earthquake were estimoted toO
range from 0.19 @ to @.25 9. Perry is designed to withstand @.
g (safe shutdown earthquake), FEAR Section 2,5.2.6. Thas,
along wath the definition of the operatang bOS1E €arthquake in
18 CFR 100 AFpendix A (an earthquake which could reasonably be
axpected to affect the plant si1te durang the operating life of
the plant), andacates that the SSE and QBE should be more severe
than presently postulated, and the seismic copability of cafety~
related structures, systems, and componénts at FPerry should be
upgraded accordaingly,

I1I. STANDARDS FOR REOPENING THE RECORD

There 1§ G traipartate stangara for recopening the record: the
motion must be taimely, i1t Must Gddress a gsagnafacant issue, and
tre néewly proffered materaal, had it been considered anataally,
might have caused a dafferent result t0 have been reached,

Pacafic Gus and Eleceracd (Diablo Canyon Nuclear Power Plant,

Units 1 and 2), ALAB-598, 11 NRC 876 (19608). CQCRE'’s motaon
meets all of these standards,

The motaon 38 timely, The earthquake occurred Fraiday.,
January 31, and this motion 18 being filed Monday, February 3,
1786,

The mMotion also raises o signifaicant macteter, The seismic

desi3n Of G4 nuclear pPower plant 15 an extremely serious matter,



and the occurrence of the earthquake raises signifaicant doubt

about the adegquacy of Perry's seismic desagn, Had the Licensing
goard been aware Of this situation, it is virtually certain that
a different result would hove been reached,

QCRE has thus met the standards for reocpening the record,
1V, STANDARDS FOR LATE-FILED CONTENTIONS

10 CFR 2.714(0) (1) delineates the five factors which must be
palanced in determining whether to admit a late~-filed
sontention, These factors weigh an OCRE’'S faver,

Factor (i) concerns good cause for late filang, AE shown
above, there is certaanly good cause for fFiling on this date,

Factor (ii) concerns the availability of otrher means for
protecting OCRE’'S interests, OCRE knows of no other meaningful
ways Of protecting its ainterests, While it 15 certainly
possible to file a petation under 16 CFR 2.204 requesting that a
proceeding beé initiated €0 hear this matter, practacal
EXPErience with these petirilons illustrates that the
QVErwhelming majoraty OfF them are denied, Thug, this 1S not a
meaningful option,

Factor (iii) concerns the extent to which OCRE’ s
participation will assist in developing a sound record, The
re@cord OfF the operating licenseé proceedanyg demonstrates that
QOCRE 18 very capoable oOf making & significant contribution to the
record by cross-e@xaminacion and proffering documentary evidence,

In addition, OCRE 1% actively seeking sei1smologists to serve



as expert witnesses, The fact that this earthquake 1s beang
studied extensively by numerous scientists increases the
1ikelinood that OCRE will be able to utilaizZe thear work and
findings for presentation at the hearang,

Factor (av) CONCerns the extent t0 which other parties will
represent OCRE's interests, OCRE i not aware of any other
party willing or able to represent OCRE's anterests, AE has
peen made amply apparent in this proceeding, AMplicants ang
Seaff will not act in QCRE'S interests,

Factor (V) COnNCerns the extent t0 whilh the proceedins will
te delayed Or the issues broadened, The admissaion of this
contention will undoubtedly cause some delay and proadening of
the iSSUES. HOowever, these consequences pale in comparison to

the significance of the s!suc;comparc yermont Yankee Nuclear

fouwer Corporation (vermont Yankee Nuclear Power Stataion), ALABE~

124, & AEC 358, 348 (1973) (delay in the issuance of an

cperating license 15 proper when serious safety problems have

ceen uncovered),

Thus, thé factors ON thé wholé weagh an the interest of
admittang the contentaon, OCRE prays that the APpeal Board i€

EC moves,

Respectfully submitted,

Susan L, Haiatrt

0CRE h?u-d-d'(ﬂ

DATED: Fég. 3. (456
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Nuclear

plant put
on alert

By DOUCLAS KOERNER
Staff Writer

et

NORTH PERRY VILLAGE —
About 1,500 workers were
evacuated from the Perry
Nuciear Power Plani Friday
when an earthquare grompied
the plant operator 10 declare a
prel:;u’.:onars site area
emergency, the second-highest
of Nuciear Regulatory Com-
mission emergency
classii

Tne quake invoived ground
acceteration apparently
surpassed the limit the $6.4
billion Perry plant is designed to
withstand, said Sam W. Swan,
senior engineer with the San
Francisco-based Earthquake
Engineers Inc The earthquake
may have significant influence
on NRC design regulations. he
said. .

The quake marked one of the
“yery few'" instances a m
nuclear power plant was sub-
jected to a tremor near the level
it was designed to withstand, he
said. The Perry plant is
designed to withstand 15 &
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Swan said, but various sources,
including the
estimated the quake 10 generate
anywhere between

A “g” is a measure of ground
acceleration in
gravity
Swan said. That measure has no
relation to the Richter scale.

William King, spokesman for

plant operator,
19¢gand 5

relation - to
during an earthquake,

:

ground acceleration,
“We've been trying to |
someone to check this out.” He

bt
the Cleveland Electric
Muminating Co., the plant

operator, said the quake caused
no damage 10
systems.

continuing
damage, he said.

major pian
CEl crews were
to inspect for

Regay ding the report of high
King said,
find

1 £% - - .

said he could not confirm or
deny the reports.

“The point is the plant isn’t
operating,” King said. ““If there
are problems, the NRC wants to
know about them, and we want
to know about them now."

NRC spokesman Russ
Marabito, of the commission’s
regional office 1n suburban

See NUCLEAR, Page3
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Chicago, said @ five-member
NRC team is being dispatched to
the Perry plant 10 examine the
situation. He said CEI reported
no significant damages an
that leaking pipes in non-
safety systems could not be
considered significant.

When asked about {he ground-
acceleration issue, Marabito
acknowledged hearing a figure
similar to 19 g, put he said, "1
have no idea what that means.”
The flve-member ¢ will
determine f the quake Wwas
within or outside the design
basis, he sald

Marabito said he does not
know what effect the quake will
have on licensing al the Perry
plant, which 18 awalting 1ts
operaling Heense. Reglonal
NRC officials and CEl |w|-m|\nc|
were scheduled o meel Tuesday
to discuss licensing and
fuel loading.

The carthquake, which was
centered near the Lake-Geauga
counly border, measured 5 on
{he Kichter scale.

The utihity, however, declared
a4 precaulonary site area
viiergency jmmediately after
the Lremor, which occurred at
11:47 am. The classification
wis lowered 1o @ precautionary
alert a short time Jater, and the
plant returned o normal status
al 225 pan.

Marabito sald the NRC wis
mformed of the (uake Im-
mediately and sel up @ three-
way phone hookup with Perry,
the NRC Chicagoarea office
and ils main headquarters in
Bethesda, Md. Since it does not
have a license, the utility was
nol  required 1o declare any
cniergencey status, he said.

Decluring a site area
emergency and then an alert
seems (o show the conservative
and cautious nature of the
operator, he sald.

CE1 technical spokesman i
Colemnan said between 1,500 Lo

2,000 of the plant’s 4,000 em-
ployees were sent home alter
the quake Most of the em-
ployees evacuated were con
struction and office workers.

Second shift employees were
to report to work as usual after
the complete downgrade.

No danger of radioactive
release existed since the nuclear
plant  was not operating,
Coleman said.

Plant operators were alerted
{0 the yuake by sensors in the
control room that measured the
tremor at 25 B, according 0
Coleman. “On a design basis, .25
g is significant in that It required
us Lo declare a sile area
emergency,’” he sald.

Coleman said CEl walkdown
teams discovered three leaks,
all of them in non-safety
systems. No injuries were
reported

Ohio's other nuclear
generating facthity, Day s Besse
near Port Clinton, also off line,
took no emergency actions other
than contacting the county, state
and NRC as required, satd
Richard Kelly, a spokesman tor
Davis Besse  operator Toledo
Edison The tremor at Davis-
Besse, snch had about 740
workers on site, was not strong
enough to trigger the plant’s
seismic alurms, e sald.

Swan said Karthquake
EEngineers Inc. 1s involved with
electric utility companies
around the United States. Most
electric-generating plants,
especially nuclear plants, are
well-constructed and can
withstand most earthquakes,
even Wose shghtly exceeding
their it 1o withstand @
tremor, e said

Factors, such as the height of
acceleration mcasuring devices,
could lead to deceivingly high
“amplified acceleration,”  he
sand. However, he sald, “What
'ty heanug Is you had a
stgntticant quake

bl
Swan said he heard uguu!,:s
ranging from 04 g L. 28 8. Mgst

Unlu:d s:m: ;!\‘ave.,“ i l’ﬂa
ranging from, iy, g
depending on ‘lﬁaﬁ}?&ﬁo the
earthquake p lity heSsand,
In comparison, Diahly
Canyon nuclear lar ear- |
thquake-prone aliforniy |18
designed to withstangd p 18
Swan said. ) £
The quake originating’ noar
Perry comes at a ‘'very sen
sitive’’ time, he said, refprring
to pending licensing. The Koy
will be how high ground de
celeration is determined 1o be,
he said. 't
Swan said he anticipates the
issue with be gtudied to death.”
It could result in “chaos”
terms of new regulatory design
requirements, he said.
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