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Scientists say Nevadans were served well b
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he coffee was Mowing and 100
scientists were gabbing But this
was not wlie chatter over java.

Instead. H was & serious gather
rog last week of scientists ‘rom the
siate and federal governments as
well as the private sector

They met for sonie 30 hours over
rour days to scrutinize and ques
tion assumptions made by the U S
Department of Energy in & 7,000-
page. 28 pound document that will
be used 1o determine whether Yuc
<a Mountain is & safe place to build

|

& _ Monday, ml“. 19688/Las 'O...M

the nation’s first high- radio-
a tive warte dump. © -

The scientists, specializing in ge -
ology and hydrology, showed up
(aithfully every day at 9 am. in the
Aladdin Hotel's Imperial R om 4.

They wonted coffee and they got
it Each 2ay, hotel workers replen-
ished the five gallon coffee con-
tainer within the first hour. The
contaner was refilled several times
a day.

Four mauve-colored walls sur-
rounded the scientists as they sat
i rows at tables covered with
white uhlodoun

Three projector screens lined the
front of the room where officials
with the Energy Depart ent, He-
vada's Nuclear Frojects Agency
and the US. Nuclear Regulatory
Commmsion were positioned.

Speaker after tpesker made de-
taued presentations filled with
equations and complicated graphs
about what lies beneath Yucca
Mourtain, 110 miles northwest of
Las V“ After cach dissertation,

One participant muttered during

they're putting us through.”
But when it wus finally over,
most agreed that Nevad were

y dump sut

served well by the workshop.

“If i were & citizen of Nevada, |
would be very happy.” said John
Trapp, an official with the Nuclear
Regulatory Commussion in Wash-
ington, D.C. “DOE has been very
open at this meeting. The program
is so damn complicated and the
DOE is trying to do what it can.”

The fonr-day workshop cost the
Energy Department $13,500 in ou-
clear waste funds generated from s
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in knowing that the meeting was
“a show of good faith by the DOE
that it’s responding to the NRC's
conceins,” said Martin Mifflin,
geologist working for the state.

Mifflin’s commenta were nearly
echied by Terry Naumann, a geol
ogisl at Loe University of Nevada,
Lan Vegas, which has a grant from
the state te study volcanism at
Yu a Mountain.

" ‘werybody's having an cpper-
tunity to be heard and tha:' o
forward,” Neumann said V.
see there wn't oo much arre =

there would not be the same type
of public scrutiny. “I'm not saying
the Soviets would load the stuff in
shoeboxes and stick them in a clos-
e." Naumann said “But there
wouldn't be the checks and Dal-
snces we have ™

Although the workshop was
open 1o the public, average citizens
did not overrun the meeting

Several of the scientists agreed
that the workshop was filled with

+ much technical inforrmaiion

it even they had trouhle dig
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é workhop

Although the department made
strides at the Trapp
said, “DOE’s work is just starting.
We've given them a homework as-
signment and theyll get the grade
when they turn it in"

Energy Department officials said
they plan to take what they learned
xt the meeting and revise their
study plan by this summer.

The state’s nuclear waste experts
who kave joined with the Nuclear
anhwn Commission in criticiz-

ing the department’s study plan

also hud kand words in reviewing
Ples ve 3se WORKSHOP/SB



