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UNITED STATES NUCLEAR REGULATORY COMM!SSION
BOSTON ENISION COMPANY

DOCXET NO, 50-293
ENVIRONMENTAL ASSFSSMENT AND FINDING OF
NO SIGNIFICANT IMPACT

The U. S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission ‘the Commissiny) is considering
fssuance of exemptions from certain requirements of 10 CFR Part 50, Appendix
R, to the Boston Edison Company (BFCo/licensee) for the Pilgrim Nuclear Power
Station lccated at the licensee's site in Plymouth County, Massachusetts.
ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT

Identitication of Propnsed Action:

The proposed action would qrant cxemptions from certain requirements of
Appendix k of 10 CF™ Part 50, The exemption was requested from Section
IT1.6.1.(a) to the extent that it requires that capability exists to achieve and
maintain hot shutdown from either the Control Rocn or emeryency control
statfon(s) without the need of operator actions classified as repairs, The
licensee requested that operator actions which includes renairs be allowea
under specific circumstances.

The Need for the Proposed Action:

The praposed exemptions are needed because the plant-speci®ic
circumstances and features described in the licensee's request regarding
operator action which is the most practical means for meeting the intent of
Appendix R and 1iteral compliance would not significantly enhance the fire
protection capability, The operator actions identified are required to asture
that one train of cables and equipment necessary to achieve and maintain safe

shutdown will be available in the event of a fire,



Environmental Impacts 0 the Proposed Action:

The proposed exemptions, based on the existing nhysical plant design ard
fire protection featyres, will provide a deqree of fire protection that is
equivalent to that required by Appendix R for the affected areas nf the plant
such that there is no increase in the risk of fires at this facility,
Consequently, the probahility of fires has not heen increased and the
pnst-fire radioloaical releases will nnt he greater than previously
determined, nor dn the proposed exemptions otherwise affect radiological plant
effluents, Therefore, the Commission concludes that there are no sionificant
radiological environmental impacts associated with these proposed exemptions,

With regard to potential non-radiological impacts, the proposed
exemptions involve featyres located entirely within the restricted area as
defined in 10 CFR Part 20, They do not affect non-radiological plant efflyents
and have r~ ,tner environmental impact, Therefore, the Commission concludes
that there are no significant non-radioloaical environmenta) impacts
assnciateu with the proposed exemptions,

Alternative to the Proposed Action:

Since the Commission has concluded there are no measurable environmental
impacts associated with the propnsed exemptions, any alternatives with equa
or greater environmental impact reed not be evaluates. The principal
alternative to the exemptions would be to require rigid compliance with the
applicable portions of Section I11.G,1(a) of the Appendix R requirements,
Such action would not enhance the protection of the environment and would result

3as uniustified costs for the licensee,



Alternative Use of Resoyrces:

This action does not involye the use af any resources not considered
previously in the Final Environmental Statements related to the operation nf
Pilarim Nuclear Pawer Station,

Agencies and Persnnsg Consulted:

The NPC staff reyiewed *the licenses's request and did not consult ather
agercies nr persnns,

FINDING OF NO SIGNIFICANT IMPACT

The Commissinn has determined not *to prepare an envirormental impact
statement for the proposed sxemptinne, PRased ypnn the fareanirg enyironmental
assessment, the NRC staff concludes that the proposed action will not have a
sfanificant effect on the aguality of the human enviromnment,

For further details with respect tn this propnsed action, see the
licencee's Tetter dated October 2, 1987, The letter is available for public
irspectinn at the Commissinn's Public Nocument Room, 1717 W Street, N.W,,
Washington, D,C, and at the Plvmouth Pyhlic Lihrary, 11 North Street, Plvmouth,

Massachusetts,

NDated at Rockville, Marvicond, this % —_ dav of O.P‘J, 198A,

FOR THE NUCLEAR REGULATORY COMMISSION
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