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U. S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission
Attn: Document Control Desk
Washington, D. C. 20555

References: 1) Fermi 2
NRC Docket No. 50-341
NRC License No. NPF-43

;

2) Detroit Edison Letter to NRC, NRC-96-0097, " Licensee Event
,

Report (LER) No. 96-017," dated November 15,1996

3) Detroit Edison Letter to NRC, NRC-97-0026, " Licensee Event
Report (LER) No. 96-017, Revision 1, dated April 18,1997J '

Subject: Licensee Event Report (LER) No. 96-017. Revision 2

Detroit Edison is submitting the enclosed LER No. 96-017, Revision 2 regarding the
failure of multiple Safety Relief Valves (SRVs) to open within their Technical.

Specification (TS) required tolerance. This event was reported in References 2 and
3, pursuant to the requirements of 10 CFR 50.73(a)(2)(v)(D), as a condition that
alone could have prevented the fulfillment of a safety function. References 2 and 3

;

provided details of the event, including the root cause which was determined to be
oxide bonding between the SRV pilot valve discs and the seats. Four commitments

|

were made in Reference 3 as corrective actions to prevent recurrence. These
'

commitments were as follows:

1. The fifteen refurbished SRV pilot valve assemblies with platinum alloyed~

discs installed during the extended fifth refueling outage will be replaced with |g

similarly configured pilots, and tested during a planned Cycle 6 mid-cycle/ h, g '||outage.
;
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2. An amendment application to expand the technical specification allowable
setpoint tolerance to plus or minus three percent will be submitted to the
NRC by November 15,1997.

3. A modification to actuate the pilot in relief mode during pressure transients
is being evaluated. If evaluation determines that installation of such a
modification will result in a significant increase in the overall safe
operation of Fermi 2, then the modification will be implemented during the
. sixth refueling outage.

4. Detroit Edison will continue to follow industry developments and the Fermi
2 site specific investigation re:ated to the improved reliability of SRV
setpoint performance. If better solutions than those proposed above are

'

identified, Detroit Edison will evaluate those approaches for possible
implementation.

This resision to the LER modifies three of the commitments made in Reference 3.
The first changes the commitment to install pilots with platinum alloyed discs during
the upcoming mid-cycle outage (Commitment 1 above). A mid-cycle outage is
currently scheduled to begin in October 1997. The BWROG SRV Drift Fix
Committee has recently concluded that the BWROG platinum alloyed disc design
does not effectively resolve the SRV setpoint drift problem and has recommended
not to pursue additional purchase of BWROG platinum alloyed discs for installation.
This information was communicated to the NRC staff during a teleconference on
May 7,1997. Therefore, based upon this BWROG recommendation md the short
length of time the replacement pilots will be installed following the planned mid-
cycle outage in October 1997 (less than 12 months), Detroit Edison intends to install
the 12 Stellite 6B and 3 platinum alloyed disc pilots currently in stock, rather than
purchase 12 additional platinum alloyed disc pilots to use as replacements. This
commitment is being revised to specify that either Stellite or platinum alloyed discs
may be used as replacements during the upcoming mid-cycle outage.

The second change involves the submittal date for the License Amendment request
to modify the SRV setpoint tolerance criteria from 1 % to 3% (Commitment 2
above). Although Detroit Edison intends to submit the License Amendment request
as soon as possible, it may not be possible to complete the analyses and perform the
necessary reviews, such as the Nuclear Safety Review Group (NSRG) review, to
meet the originally planned submittal date of November 15,1997. This commitment
is being changed to remove the submittal date; however, we expect to submit the
License Amendment request by December 31,1997.

The third change involves the schedule for implementing a possible modification to
actuate the pilot during pressure transients by use of a pressure switch (P/S)
(Commitment 3 above).' As discussed in the teleconference on May 7,1997, the P/S
design option would require additional investigation into the ASME Code, licensing,
design, Technical Specification, procurement, and scheduling requirements.
Although implementation of a P/S design is now the most likely option for resolution
of the SRV setpoint drift issue, there is insufficient time for design, licensing, and
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| pmeurement of a P/S modification prior to the beginning of the sixth refueling
j- outage, which is currently scheduled to begin in October 1998. Therefore, the sixth ,

refueling outage milestone is being deleted from this commitment.
:

The three changed commitments will now read:
!

J
1

4 1. The fifteen refurbished SRV pilot valve assemblies with platinum alloyed !
discs installed during the extended fifth refueling outage will be replaced .I
using pilots with either Stellite or platinum alloyed discs during a planned
Cycle 6 mid-cycle outage.

2. A License Amendment request to modify the SRV setpoint tolerance
criteria from i 1% to i 3% will be submitted to the NRC.

3. A modification to actuate the pilot during pressure transients by use of a
pressure switch is being evaluated.

Detroit Edison continues to be an active participant in the search for a solution to the
SRV setpoint drift problems, as evidenced by our membership in the BWROG SRV
DriS Fix Committee and our discussions and meetings with members of your staff as
well as the staffs of other concerned parties.

Please contact Steve Cashell at (313) 586-4287 if you have any additional questions.

Sirmerely,

J .

G/-Yaul J. Bo er
Vice President
Nuclear Generatiori

cc: A. B. Beach
G. A. IIarris
M. J. Jordan
A. J. Kugler
M. V. Yudasz, Jr.
Region 111

Wayne County Emergency Management Division


