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The rationale for this proposed change is based on consideration of three
factors. The first of these is that Corbicula 1s capaole of producing a mucous
"drogue” which «nables this organism to be carried by water currents directly
into a power plant prior to being detected in sediments close to that power
plant. Sccondl{. the lake bottom immediately offshore from the Perry facilit
is pre-dominantly bedrock with only small pockets of sand., Research within the
last few years has shown that the preferred substrate fcr Corbicula is fine
sand. Additionally, the design of the Perry discharge structure minimizes
conditions for over-wintering of Corbicula., Thus, the off-shore lake bottom is
not considered a hospitable cnvironnnn% for colonization, The third factor is
that additional research has demonstrated that such plant areas as the service
water basins and sumps provide environments that are more suitable than the
offshore lake bottom for development of Corbicula colonies due to consistent
water flow and the accumulation of large quantities of fine sand. The net
effect is that these plant areas can support clam populations several orders

of magnitude larger than ihose which might exist on the offshore lake bottom,

Based on these considerations, the staff finds that the change qropoud by the
licensees in the Corbicula monitoring program at the Perry facility 1s accept-
able in that it prov?i%s a more effective and direct method of detecting the
presence of Corbicula. The proposed revi-ior is also acceptable in that ¢
properly incorporates required changes in the Corbicula monitoring program
based on the results of additional research on the ecology and biology of the
subject organism in the 5§ years since the original proposal made by the
licensees in December 1982,

The licensees also propose to sample the lake bottom sediments at the nearby
Eastlake Power Plant using a hand dredge instead of collecting samples by

SCUBA divers using suction devices. Since Corbicula has already been determined
to be present in the fine sand sediments off-shore from the Eastlake plant, the
more sensitive sampling techniques presentiy used at this facility can be replaced
by the dredging technique. We find that this proposed change is acceptable since
the revised scnpltn? will stil] provide the required qualitative determination
confirming the continued presence of Corbicula,

Finally, the licensees propose estavlishing a communications network with
agencies involved in benthic sampling in Lake Erfe. The staff finds this
proposal acceptable in that it will provide a greater amount of information to
the licensees concerning the location and the migration patterns of Corbicula,

In surmary, the proposed revisions to the Corbicula monitoring program for the
Perry facilily enhance the sensitivity of detecting the presence of the subject
organism both in Lake Erie and within the plant itself. In that these changes
will yield an improved lonitorin? program incorporatin? the results of a contin-
uing research program on Corbicula, the staff finds this proposed revision will

sontinue to assure the opera y of the Emergency Service Water system in
accordance with Section 9.2.1.4 of the USAR and is, therefore, acceptable.




3.0 ENVIRONMENTAL CONSIDERATION

Pursuant to 10 CFR 51.21, 51.32, and 51,35, an Environmenta)l Assessment and Finding
of No Significant Impact has been prepared and published in the Federal Pegister

on July 19, 1988 (53 FR27248). Accordingly, based upen the environmental
assessment, the Commission has determined that the issuance of Lhis amendment

will not have a significant effect on the quality of the human environment,

4.0 CONCLUSION

The staff has concluded, based on the considerations discussed above, that:

(1) there 1s reasonable assurance that the health and safety of the public will
not be endangered by operation in the proposed manner, and (2) such activities
will be conducted in compliance with the Commission's regulations and the
issuance of this amendment will not be inimical to the common defense and
security or to the health and safety of the public.
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