UNITED STATES OF AMERICA
NUCLEAR REGULATORY COMMISSION

" In the Matter of

NEBRASKA PUBLIC POWER DISTRICT Docket No, 50.298

(Cooper Nuclear Station)

EXEMPTION FROM SCHEDULAR REQUIREMENTS OF
10 CFR 50.49(q)

I

The Nebraska Public Power District (NPPD/the licensee) is the holder
of Facility Operating License No. DPR-46 which authorizes NPPD to cperate
the Cooper Nuclear Station (CNS) at power levels not in excess of 238!
megawatts thermal, The facility is a boiling water reactor located at :he
licensee's site in Nemaha County, Nebraska, The license provides, among
other things, that it is subject to all Rules, Regulations, and Orders of

the Commission now or hereafter in effect.

I

On February 22, 1983, the onvironmenfa1 qualification rule for
electrical equipment important to safety for nuclear power plants, 10 CF2 50,49,
became effective, Subsection (g) of 50.49 requires that each holder of an
operating license issued prior to February 22, 1983, shall by May 20, 1983,
fdentify the electrical equipment important to safety within the scope of
the rule already qualified and submit a schedule for either the qualification
or the replacement of remaining electrica) equipment subject to the rule,
This schedule must establish a goal of final environmental qualification of

the electrical equipment by the end of the second refueling outage after
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the full extent of the licensee's request, Because we find, however, that
the licensee is working in good faith to meet the rule, an extension to the
enc of the third refueling outage after March 31, 1982, car be granted,
This would place the licensee on approximately equal footing with plants
operating on an 18-month refueling cycle., The licensee must complete
qualification of all equipment by the end of the third outage but ?n any
event no later than March 31, 1985, Requests for extension bevond that

date must meet the rpecific criteria stated in 10 CF? 50,49(q).

Iv.
Accordingly, the Commission has determined that, pursuant to 10 CFR
$0.12, an exemption is authorized by law and will not endanger 1ife or
oroperty or the common defense and security and is otherwise in the public

interest, Therefore, the Commissior hereby approves the following exemptior:

Exemption is granted from the schedular requirement of Section 50,43(q)
to extend the required date of fina) environmenta! qualification of
electrical equioment from “"the end o+ the second refueling outage after
March 31, 1982, or by March 31, 1985, whichever is earlier" to “"the end of
the third refueling outage after March 31, 1982 or by March 31, 198§,

whichever is earlier,"”

The Comrission has determined that the granting of this exemption

will not resyult in any significant environmental impact and that, pursuant
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to 10 CFR 5..80g)(4), an environmental impact statemens or negative
ceclaration anc¢ environmental impact appraisa) need not be prepared in

connection with this actioan.
This exemption 1s effective upon issuance,

FOR THE NUCLEAR REGULATORY COMMISSION
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Edson 6. Case.»beuty Director
Office of Nuclear Reactor Regulation

Dated at Bethesda, Maryland
this 3rd cay of October, 1983,
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