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MEMORANDUM FOR: John 6. Davis, Director
Office of Nuclear Material Safety

and Safeguards

' FRON: Robert 8. Rievgme, Director. -

.
_'

uoffir:e of Standards Development s.- %

~

SUBJECT: DIf7ERING PRDFESSIONAL OPINI(N OF RDNG C. SHIEH

The purpose of this memorandus, is to inform you of the action that has
been taken since receipt of your request to fom a peer review group on the,

| I named Dr. P. M. Randall, Structures and Components Standardssubject.;

Branch, to be Chairman of the peer review group, but did not name the other
members, because Dr. Randall found that he first needed to clarify the issues

,

'

that constituted DP0s (differing professional opfatoss). This plan was-

reported to you in sqr memorandum of Angest 22 and me.. : in by you on
,

August 28.
'

''
,

.

I Your initial request quoted Mr. MacDonald as stating that Dr. Shieh's
memoranda (3 of which accompar.ied your 7%t). contained one or more
differing professional opinions. That situation has now changed as as +~

result of correspondence between Dr. Randall and Dr. Shieh and between
!

Dr. Randall and Mr. MucDonald. Summarizing: In his letter of September 17,_
Dr. Shieh withdrew one DP0 that Dr. Randall had identified in his letter of
August 26 to Dr. Shieh. Dr. Randall concluded from Dr. Shieh's letter

i
that the heart of the problem between Dr. Shiek and his management lay in
the fact that firm criteria were not in place. After reading Dr. Shieh's'

September 17 letter, Mr. MacDonald concluded that he is unable to detemine
,

if there are any DP0s in Dr. Shieh's memorenda. Dr. Raadall has made a,

serious effort to clarify Dr. Shieh's statement of his views, and (considering
that Dr. Shich is no longer am RRC employee) it dass not seen.likely that
another round of correspeedence would improve the situation. ..

'
'

. .. .
.

In sua, there new appaar to be me c' ear cet issues that can be classified
as a DP0 to be resolved by the procktres given in SECT 90-164. Therefore,
I conclude that it uneld serve as useful purpose to form a peer review group.,
Instead, I feel stremgly . the actios.regebed of our tuo effices is to J|pd3expedite the establi of criteria for fracture +==gn==== and penetsre
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2- OCT 151980To: John G. Davis -
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resistance requirements. for shippir.g containers. I tMnk you will agree
that drafting criteria and implementation statements is not a proper task
for a peer review group.

Dr. Shieh's memoranda will be given full consideration in the effort already
underway in the Structures and Components Standards Branch to draft - -

! Regulatory Guides on these subjects. In fact, the memorandus that Dr. 5hich
! gave to Mr. Dircks -- the one that precipitated this activity - uns a -
| recosmendation for devolepimp Regulatory Guides. Mr. MacDonald agrees that

such guides ased te he exped< teL , Dr. Randall is a member of SCSB and will' ;.

contribute to the effort, s79 % .:W h ;ge,qb_
_j.n 7 3 A . . O
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7 In eseclusion,'I shoold note, that this recessended method'of resolutioc' ~,
'

1

-fo11oes that described in the fisotnote to paragraph 8.a.(5) of SECY 80-164.!
'

j (Footnote 1 en Page 4 of Chapter-RAC 4125. Eg..d September 19, 1980). It'

insuru that any potential safety issues are resolved, and it should assure
. ! .Dr. Shich that his epimiens han been heard and considered by'RRC management. .

'

If you agree with this prupesed course of action I will instruct the SCSB
to aserk out the necessary changes.in task priorities and schedules with .
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. - _ Robert B. Minogue, Director
: - Office of Standarfs Development

_
.

| -

.;,"
~ '

,

! Enclossees:
i As stated '
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