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éIhg.Hdnorabie Lloyd Bentsen . -

/
United States Senator - ° : . Lif &
912 Federal Building : . :

Austin, TX 78701 _ -

Dear Senatoriaentsen:-- A

Thank you for your referral to us of a Tetter to you from Mr.. Clifford Gace
of Berger, Texas expressing his concerns about construction practices at the

South Texas nuclear project.

The 211egations of structural flaws and threats to inspection personnel re-

ferred to by Mr. Gage were previously investigated by the NRC. In light of

other agency investigations and new 21legations of the same subject matter, -

we are recpening our investigation. I wish to assure you that NRC considers

the questions involved to be serious requiring positive Agency action if

founded on fact. When we have completed our investigations, a full report
Yictor Ste

will be made available to your office.
1o, J¥. i
Director

Office of Inspection
and Enforcement

Sincerely,
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The Honoradle John Tower ks
United States Senator
1100 Coemerce Street
Dallas, Texas 75242

Dear $¢M£or Tower: &

Thank you for your referral to us of a letter to you froe Mr. Clifford Gage of
Berger, Texas expressing his concerns about construction practices at the
South Texas nuclear project. -

The allegations of structural flaws and threats to inspection personnel
referred to by Mr. Gage were previously {nvestigated by the NRC. In light of
other agency investigations and new alley tions of the same subject matter, we
are reopening our investigation. I wish to assure you that NRC considers the
questions involved to be serfous requiring positive Agency action if founded
on fact. When we have completed our investigations, a full report will be
s2de avzilable to your office.

Sincerely,
on.

Lee V. Gossick
Executive Director for Operations
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UNITED STATES
“:UCLEAR REGULATORY COY‘;‘IM!S.C.‘E.;.-.N

REGION IV
611 RYAN PLAZA ORIVE, SUITE 1000
ARLINGTON, TEXAS 76012

July 26, 1978

The Honorzhle J. J. Pickle
Represent2tive, Tenth District, Texas
House of Representatives

Congress of the United States

~2¢2 Cannon House Office Building
wWashington, D. C. 20515

Dear Congressman Pickle:
Ve are in receipt of your inquiry of July S, 1879, regarding the discovery of

new voids in the concrete containment building at the South Texas Nuclear
Project. \ .
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voids, HLAP dssued an Order to
stop placement of safety-related
to datermine iT any addi-
contributed %o void
+to HL&P on June 22,

, to take prior to resuming
afety related conc 1 ed to evaluate the causes
the void formation p1 m and com ion of specific correctlive

which include reviews of pla rocedy! aclequacy. of concrete .
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upervisory personnel; preplacemen
and embedded structures. As 2
ified in the letter of June 22, , and because of confidence daveloped

t placements in safely related structures other than contzimment, resuED -
f concrete placement in other safety-related structures was authorized .
ive on June 29, 1978, The licensee's order to stop placement of concrets-
shell wall of the containmant building remains im efTect oending complets
ective action and establishmant of measures to pracliude recurrence.
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The Honorable J. J. Pickle o 2 ¢/7 I3

Region IV is closely monitoring HL&P's ongoing investigative efforts o determin
if any additional voids exist under the liner of the containment building and . .
will reyiew and evaluate HLAP's corrective actions prior to resumption of con- .-
crete:-placesent in the containment building shell wall. -
- - L S
Regarding the specific questions you have raised, the voids resulted. from 33’53
combimation of placement of concrete beneath horfzontal channel plate stiffaners
in areas of extreme congestion of reinforcing steel and insufficient onsotida—
tion of the concrete. This lack of consolidation of the concrete by the work —
forces, and failure of Quality Controcl personnel to identify the probles allowed
“formation of voids to occur under the horizontal channel plate stiffeners. MNo
design deficiencies have been identified. Repair of the voids is by means of
. & pressure grout method which has bcen reviewed by the licensee and by the NRC.
No difficulties are envisioned in repairing the voids. To preclude recurrence,
the licensee is committed to corrective actfons in the areas of better pre-
planning, increased surveillance during concrete placement, and changes in work
practice and placement techniques in areas of reinforcing steel congestion.

The repair of the voids 1n the area of the polar crane brackets has been complet

and each bracket lcad tested. The polar crane has since been utilized to set +n
reactor vessel in place. “

We trust that this {nformaticn 1s fully responsive to your concerns; however,
shouid you have further questions, please feel free to contmct us.

Sincerely,

Karl V. Seyfrit
Director
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