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Mr. Gene Schmitt 2C

U.S. Department of Energy W
P. O. Box 44818 Oi
Washington, DC 20026-4481

Re: Greater Than Class C Radioactive Waste

Dear Mr. Schmitt:

It has recently come to my attention that the Department of Energy is beginning to
formulate plans to take title to GTCC RadWaste and provide ultimate disposal for this
form of radioactive material. ARer about 15 years of planning and talking about it, all I
can say is that the Louisiana Radiation Protection Division supports DOE in this effort and
suggests that ample time has elapsed for waste acceptance to begin.

It appears there may be a number of GTCC RadWaste problems that need to be
addressed which could require DOE to open or utilize facilities other than Los Alamos.
For example, some of the Pu-238 sources have a potential for recycling to be used in
thermoelectric devices. If this is not clear, then there must be room for research into it.

In addition, I understand that DOE has been accepting Pu-Be sources and is
planing to accept Am-Be sources, but the latter has not yet been funded. I also under-
stand that there may be as many as 3,000 of these sources with no place to ultimately
reside. It places a burden on Agreement State and NRC licensees who have such sources
that they desire to divest themselves of but have no place to send them, thus requiring
them to retain a license in order to legally hold them in storage. Louisiana has taken steps
to reduce license fees for those licensees caught in this " Catch 22" type of problem, but |
other states and the NRC may not have done this. It places a significant and unnecessary C)
burden on small businesses which may utilize these sources in oil and gas well-logging.
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Although I suspect there may be other problems which need to be addressed for
the good of everyone. I shall mention only one other type. Distributed around the,

country and needing a location for disposal are a number of 3 Curie Ra-Be devices and j
some Sr-90 devices, the latter originally containing approximately 100,000 Curie sources! |

The present activity may be of the order of 30 - 40 kilocuries.

Should you need additional information relative to the examples I have given, may,

: I suggest that you communicate directly with Dr. Terry Devine, who is employed by the
Conference of Radiation Control Program Directors, Inc., and who maintains a database
on these types of problems. He may be able to add to your list of concerns with GTCC
RadWaste. The address is 205 Capital Avenue, Frankfort, KY 40601'

My own concern stems from having nearly 27 years of experience in this agency
; and being the administrator of this state's radiation control program which is located in an

NRC Agreement State. Also, I represented the state for a time on the Central Inter-state
Low-Level Radioactive Waste Commission, and I perceive that the entire national;

radioactive waste disposal problem is in shambles, mostly bogged-down in politics. We

i have the technology to safely deal with all forms of waste, but we don't seem to have the
fortitude to go ahead with the process.

While it is true that progress is sometimes made very slowly, these problems need
: to be addressed in clock time rather than geologic time. I also hope to see the problems

fully addressed within my lifetime. I trust that DOE personnel do, also.

Thank you for allowing this office an opportunity to comment on the RadWaste
situation, since it affects this state's environment and the health and safety all of our

; citizens.

; Very truly yours,
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| William H. Spell, dministrator
Radiation Protection Division<
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c: Ms. Tracy Loughead, DOE ,

Dr. Terry Devine, CRCPD
Mr. Richard Bangart, NRC
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