Commonwealth Edison Company
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July 18, 1997

U S Nuclear Regulatory Commussion
Washington, D C 20555

Attention Document Control Desk

Subject Clanification to RAI Response for Emergency Core Cooling System
Venting Surveillance

Byron Station Unit 2
Facility Operating License NPF-37 and NPF-66
NRC Docket No 50-454 and 50-455

Braidwood Station Unit 2
Facility Operating License NPF-72 and NPF-77
NRC Docket No. 50-456 and 50-457

Reference J. Hosmer (ComEd) letter to NRC Document Control Desk, “Request for
Additional Information Response for Emergency Core Cooling System Venting
Surveillance, dated June 20, 1997

In Reference | ComEd provided a description of the ultrasonic procedure used to detect fluid in the
piping of the Emergency Core Cooling System (Attachment 2)  Ths letter provides further
clarification regarding that procedure

| The title and number of the procedure 1s Nondestructive Testing Procedure, NDT-C-46,
“Ultrasomc Inspection for Determination of Sedimentation In Piping Systems and Components ™

2 The procedure was qualified by demonstration. On June 6 and 9, 1997, actual piping samples
(15,40, 80, and 24 0 inches in diameter) were filled with water and heated/cooled to the
temperature ranges cited in the procedure (50°F to 180°F). Transducer frequencies (2 25 Mhz to
5.0 Mhz) and diameters (25 inches to 50 inches) were used and demonstrated as acceptable on
these samples

3 As stated in the attachment, if the pipe 1s full of water the ultrasound penetrates entirely through
the pipe diameter and a reflection from the backwall is obtained  If a backwash reflection 1s not

obtained, the pipe 1s considered not water sold. 1.¢ ., air 1s in the line fas
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If you have any questions, please contact this office

Sincerely.

““John B Hosmer

Vice President
Engineening

Attachments

ce A B Beach - Regional Admimistrator, RITI
G Dick, Jr - Project Manager, NRR
S Burgess - Senior Resident Inspector, Byron
C Phillips - Semor Resident Inspector, Braidwood
Office of Nuclear Safety, IDNS



