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Nuclear Regulatory Commission RaidedCasec _
j

Washington, DC 20555

Re: Beryllium processing plant in Hazelton (Aslunore), Pennsylvania

Dear Mr. Powell:

Pursuant to the Freedom ofInformation Act, please provide copies of all documents that the |

Nuclear Regulatory Commission ("NRC") has on any of the subjects enumerated below. These )
documents relate to a former beryllium processing plant located near Hazelton, Pennsvivania (also
known as Ashmore, Pennsylvania)(hereinafter the " Plant"). The Plant started procewng beryllium !

in approximately 1957 pursuant to an Atomic Energy Commission contract awarded in
approximately September 1956. The plant was initially operated by the Beryllium Corporation, later
by Kawecki-Berylco Industries, Inc., and lastly by the Cabot Corporation. The plant ceased
operations in 1980. Other entities affiliated with the plant at various times were Can-Do, an entity ;

!involved in bringing the plant to Hazelton, Hazelton Industrial Development Corporation, and
Tuckerton Corporation.

For the purpose of this request, the word " Document" includes any and all writings, !

whether handwritten, typewritten or otherwise recorded, including, but not limited to,
correspondence, notes, reports, contracts, agreements, and drawings, charts, graphs, photographs,
photographs, phono-records, electronically or computer-stored infonnation, and any other data
compilation from which information can be obtained.

For the purpose of this request,"NRC" refers to the Nuclear Regulatory Commission,"AEC"
refers to United States Atomic Energy Commission, and its agents, employees, affiliates and
representatives and " DOE" refers to the U.S. Department of Energy, and its agents, employees,
affiliates and representatives.

Unless otherwise stated, this request applies to the time period January 1956 to January 1981.
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a 1. A copy of each contract or agreement or other Document pursuant to which the j

i United States Govemment or any agency thereof, whether through the AEC, the DOE, the NRC or

! otherwise, purchased beryllium metal or other beryllium products produced, processed.or refined at
the Plant at any time between 1956 and 1981. One such contract requested is the Beryllium<

i Corporation contract referred to in the document attached hereto as Exhibit A. {
: ;

{ 2. A copy of the general invitation to submit proposals issued by the AEC in
!

] . approximately January 1956 which is referenced at paragraph 2 of the document attached hereto as -
1 Exhibit A. !
:

'

3. A copy of the proposal submitted by the Beryllium Corporation in response to the

i AEC general invitation referenced in paragraph number 2, above. ]
4

L
4. All Documents which refer or relate in any way to the Plant, its workers, its prodacts, j

'' worker health or safety, or airbome concentrations of beryllium in the Plant sent by the AEC, DOE !

I or NRC to:
4 ,

1-

1 (a) the Beryllium Corporation, or ;
i

!. (b) Kawecki-BerylcoIndustries,Inc.,or
(c) Hazelton Industrial Development Corporation, or#

; (d) Tuckerton Corporation, or

! (e) Can-Do,or i

| (f) Cabot Corporation, or 1

; (g) the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, or any ofits agencies or departments, or

| (h) the U.S. Occupational Health and Safety Administration (" OSHA").

! 1

| 5. All Documents which refer or relate in any way to the Plant, its workers, its products,
,

j .. worker health or safety, or airbome concentrations of beryllium in the Plant received by the AEC, |
.

,

!; ' DOE or NRC from:

(a) the Beryllium Corporation, or j

j (b) Kawecki-Berylco Industries,Inc., or |

.

(c) Hazelton Industrial Development Corporation, or 1

! (d) TuckertonCorporation,or
[ (e) Can-Do, or
!. (f) Cabot Corporation, or )

(g) the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, or any ofits agencies or departments, or4

j .(h) the U.S. Occupational Health and Safety Administration (" OSHA").
.
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;. ' 6.~ All Documents which refer or relate to any inspections of the Plant by employees or
agents of the AEC, DOE or NRC or to monitoring of airborne concentrations of beryllium by j

j employees or agents of the AEC, I)OE or NRC. ]
.

! 7. All Documents which refer or relate to compliance or non-compliance of the Plant j

; with any governmental statute, regulation, rule, standard or contractual requirement relating to !
'

!- worker health or safety.

:

{ 8. ' All Documents which refer, reflect or relate to AEC, DOE or NRC recommendations,

} actions or responsibilities which in any way relate to beryllium exposure, airbome beryllium levels,
j or worker health or sr.fety at the Plant.
: i

'

9. All Documents which refer, reflect or relate to any Plant worker developing acute or
,

] chronic berylliosis, chronic beryllium disease, or beryllium poisoning from exposure to beryllium
j. at the Plant.
: ,

i i
e

'

i 10. All Documents which refer, reflect or relate to internal AEC, DOE or NRC ;

j communications regarding the Plant, its workers, its products, worker health or safety, or airbome l

concentration of Beryllium at the Plant.

-

!
,

j- We agree to cover the statutory fees associated with processing this request but we request - |

advance notice if those fees are to exceed $100.
;

i

i
,

Very truly yours,

k b /a

/'Mo'r 'fv7#V
Matthew P. Maloney
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*

AEC CONTRACTS TO PURCHASE BERILLIUM METAL
.-

PRC8( TWO PRlVATE COMPANIES
.

a
'

.

The Atomi'e Energy Commission has contracted to
purchase a million pounds of reactor-grade beryllium
metal from the Beryllium Corporation of Reading, *

Pennsylvania and the Brush Beryllium company of Cleveland,Ohio. Each company will supply 500,000 pounds of themetal on a' unit price. basis
1

Contracts for this purchase were negotiated on
the basis of proposals submitted by the companies in re-
sponse to a general invitation issued by the Commissionin January 1956.

Beryllium Corporation will establish new pro-
duction' facilities near Reading, Pennsylvania fron which '

deliveries are scheduled to begin in mid--1957. tBrush
Beryllium wille build a new plant at Ebore, Ohio. from
which deliveries are scheduled to begin in early 1958.,

Under each contract deliveries will be made over a five-
year period at.an average cost of about $47 00 per pound.

Beryllium is used as a moderator or reflector
in reactors. For exarSle it is used in the reflector ofthe Materials Testing Reac, tor at the National ReactorTesting' Station in Idaho.

The Commission's beryllium needs are being met
-

on an interim basis from the production et a OcVernment-
owned plant at Luckey, Ohio, operated by the Brush Company.-The Luckey plant will continue in productiou until
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! l"delf,veries from commercial sources are sufficient to meeti
; |

'

Goraragent requirements. The Luckey plant .will then bei j :placed in standby status.'-

>
.

In addition to the metal required by the Govern-' ment
for p,rivately-financed projects. quantities of reactor-grade beryllium may be required

,,

The Commission does notintend to provide beryllium for such projects. ; |- '
;
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