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interior surface of the pressurized air guns. The particles, about 35 microns
in diameter, apparently settle out of the air stream and, based on air samples
taken by Region I, do not constitute an airborne problem at the present time.
The manufacturer, 3M, reports that the microspheres a=e very insoluble and, if
ingested, would move through the intestinal tract and be excreted from the
body. Analysis of the urine specimens obtained from the workers should indi~
cate whether this conclusion is valid, since the presence of polonium in the
urine would indicate that the ingested material was or has become soluble. Any
potential health impact would be minimized if any ingested material was and
remained insoluble.

During the weekend, ACC determined that ionizer units of the same type (3M
mode) no. 908) were installed at its facility in Dallas, Texas. APH repre-
sentatives were flown to Dallas, where they determined that similar
contamination existed. The Texas Bureau of Radfation Control (BRC) reportedly
dispatched an inspector to that facility on January 24 to monitor containment
and clanup activities at the Dallas location. Region IV and State, Local and
Indian Tribe Programs are maintaining contact with the Texas S8RC. ACC also
reported that series 900 forizer units are in use at its facility in Newark,
CA, ang at a pilot facility 1n Columbus, OH, but checks of those units

by the licensee revealed no evidence of contamination.

A three person team from the 3M Company, including a recognized expert in
ion12ing devices, has been at the Easton site since the morn‘ng of January 23.
A management team from ACC corporate headquarters also arrived on site the
morning of January 23 to direct control and cleanup activities. Region JII has
maintained a riialogue with 3M relative to the production and distribution of
fonizing devices and dispatched inspectors to the New Brighton, MN plant where
the devices are manufactured.

Since the cause of the failure of the devices has not been determined, and
because of the widespread use of the devices (3M reports about 8,000 customers
in the U.S., with at least 20,000 units in use), the NRC issued an Order to 3M
on January 25, suspending the license under which the mocel 908 and similar
devices are distributed. The Order also requires 3M to inform any customer to
whom specified models of the device have been distributed of the incidents
described above and to provide any information on possible causes of the
leakage of Po-210, to instruct such users of the devices to inform 3M of any
suspected failures of the devices, and to call to the attention of the users
the requirements of 10 CFR 31.5(¢)(5) (i.e., suspend use of the device if
removable contamination of 0.005 microcuries 1s identified). The Order also
requires 3M to inform NRC within 24 hours of any device failures that are
reported, to institute a testing program to identify the scope of the device
failure problem and to provide to NRC within 14 days a plan for identifying any
additional failed devices. An analysis of causes of device failures is also
required.
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ACC fssued two press releases betwoen January 22 and 24, and the NRC has
responded to numerous media inquiries. In addition, NRC issued a press
release in connection with fssuance of the Order to M on January 25. The
Commonwealth of Pennsylvania and the States >f Texas and Minn.sota have been
informed of the incident. This information fs current as of 1:00 p.m.,
January 25, 1988.
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