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On January 16, 1988, at approximatelv 1700 EST, it was discovered that the Turbine
Building sump release line radiation wonitor {RM) was inappropriately declared
operable on January 15, 1988, at 1400 EST, and the technical specification (TS)
action statement was exited, At the time of the discovery, units 1 and 2 were in
mode 5 (0 percent power, & psig, 124 degrees F and O percent power, 90 psig, 123
degrees F, respectively)

The Turbine Building sump release line RM was declared inoperable on January 5,
‘988, to clean the sample line. The applicable TS acticn statement was entered, at
that time, which reguired grab samples to be taken for total gamma analysis at
least once every 12 hours

On January 11, a second job was started to repair the RM aftur failing its
surveillance test. The RM job was completed and functionally tested satisfactory
on January 15. The control room operators (CRQO) subsequently declared the RM
operable and exited the T§ action statement.

On January 16, an assistant unit operator (AUO) was dispatched to investigate the
cause of & instrument malfunction alarm on the RM. The AUD reported the RM valves
were tagged shut. The tags were installed for the _old order (HO, to support the
sample line cleaning job. The CROs realized at that time that the RM was
inoperable with tnis HO in ef“ect. The TS action statement was reentered at that
time.

Incorrsctly declaring this RM operable resulted in a failure to take grab samp.es

The cause of this event is attributed to a cognizant operator error not properly
returning the RM to service in accordance with approved procedures.

As corrective action, the procedure used to maintain cognizance of operaticn status
will be ~overed in week one of the 1988 Operator Reqgualification Traininrg.
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ANALYSIS OF EVENT

This event is being reported under 10 CFR 50.73, paragraph a.2.i.B, as a
condition prohibited by the plant's TS8s.

TS LCO 3.3.3.9 action statemcnt b, requires grab samples of the effluent to be
taken and analyzed for radjoactivity at least once every 12 hours when
0-RM-90-217 is inoperable. A periud of 25.5 hours, from January 15 at 1200 EST
to January 16 at 1330 EST, transpired without taking a grab sample for
ana.ysis. Since the Turbine Building sump p'mp operates automatically by a sump
level controller, there is no assurance that n. release was made during this
period. However, based on the fact that the samples taken on January 15 and 16
did not have radioactivity detected in them and since the Turbine Building sump
is not normally found to have detectable amounts of radioactivity in it, there
ig reasonable assurance that a radioactive release was not made. In addition,
the Turbine Building sump effluent is released to either the low-volume waste
pond or the yard pond at Sequoyah before being released to waters beyond the
gite boundary. In light of these conditions, it is concluded that no
significant safety conrequences resulted from this occurrence.

CORRECTIVE ACTION

As immediate corrective actions, TS LCO 3.3.3.9 action statements were ontered,
and Chemistry personnel resumed taking grab samples for analysis accordingly.

Operators involved in this occurrence have been counseled by their managers and
appropriate disciplinary action has been taken.

To address the root cause of this event, AI-58, “Maintaining Cognizance of
Operation Status - Configuration Status Control,"” will be a training topic in
weak one of the 1988 Operator Regqualification training. Week one will be
complete on March 11, 1988

ADDITIONAI, INFORMATION

There have been two occurrences previously reported concerning personnel error
resulting in a condition outside of TS - SQRO-50-327/84024, and 86058.
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TENNESSEE VALLEY AUTHORITY
Sequoyah Nuclear Plant
Post 9ffice Box 2000
Soddy-Daisy, Tennessee 37373

February 12, 1988

I, §. Nuclear Regulatory Commission
Document Control Desk
Washington, DC 2055%§

Uentlemen:

TENNESSEE VALLEY AUTHORITY - SEQUOYAH NUCLEAR PLANT UNIT 1 - DOCKET NO.
50-327 - FACILITY OPERATING LICENSE DPR-77 - REPORTABLE OCCURRENCE REPORT
SQRO-50-327/8800%

The enclosed licensee event report provides details concerning personnel not
properly implementing approved administrative procedures resulting in
inappropriately exiting a technical specification action statement while the
Turbine Building sump radiation monitor wes inoperable. This event is
reported in accordance with 10 CFR 50.73, paragraph a.2.i.B.

Very truly yours,

TENNESSEE VALLEY AUTHORITY

8. J. Smith
Flant Manager

Enclosure
¢¢ (Enclosure):

J. Nelson Grace, Regional Administrator
U. §. Nuclear Regulatory Commission
Suite 2900

101 Marietta Street, NW

Atlanta, Georgiea 30323

Records Center

Institute of Nuclear Power Oporations
Suite 1500

1100 Circle 75 Parkway

Atlanta, Georgia 30339

NRC Inspector, Sequcyah Nuclear Plant



