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Mr. Leland C. Rouse
{J g e

J g
Nuclear Regulatory Commission . A .g

' 'Fuel Cycle Safety Branch
Mail Stop 6-H-3 %
Washington, DC 20555 . .4 M

Dear Mr. Rouse:

Further to our telephone conversation of January 22, there
is transmitted herewith a copy of our letter of December, 14,
1987 addressed to Steve Wilner at Allegheny International. Quite
possibly the earlier copy addressed to you went astray in the
Christmas season mails.

As I indictated by phone, the Mayor of Newburgh Heights has
a grant of money to run a storm sewer along East 29th Street ar.d
across the swampy part of the dump. The survey reported July 25,
1986 by Oak Ridge Associated Universities for this area shows
very little values of radiation at the grid line intersections
but a walk-over scan shows a few isolated spots of much higher
values. It's possible that by taking samples, the area has been
decontaminated. This areas lies on a very steep slope.

After you have had an opportunity to review the various
documents pertinent to this matter, please give me a call and we
can discuss it further.

Very truly yours,

oh ' Q ;-s- ,
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D, . . ') C Robert J. Z- IneT '''
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! $? h$- Senior Vice Presi ent & Counsel
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December 14, 1987

Mr. Stephen M. Wilner, Corporate Manager
Industrial & Environmental Health
Allegheny International, Inc.
Pittsburgh, PA 15230

SUBJECT: Radioactive Decontamination

Dear Steve:
As I mentioned to you on the phone, an engineering

consultant for the Village of Newburgh Heights has approached us
with a plan to install a storm sewer along East 29th Street of
that Village and across the dump to alleviate a basement flooding
problem in that area of the village. This project will separate
storm sewers from sanitary sewers to solve a present health
problem for local residents. The County Environmental Regional
planning Commission has approved construction of the project
which is planned for April or May cf 1988. The proposed course
across the dump is shown in the enclosure marked Figure 2.

You will recall that on July 1, 1985 the Nuclear Regulatory
Commission released for unrestricted use the Northeast portion of
the dump, specifically that part north of gridline SON and east
of SOE as located in enclosed Figure 3. The proposed sewer would
cross the dump about at gridline 100E.

In considering this proposal, a potential problem arises
from the situation reported to the NRC by the Oak Ridge
Associated Universities and transmitted to you by the NRC letter
of July 25, 1986. Specifically, the data of Table 1,

show only small concentrations of radioactivity at grid
intersections, but the data of Table 2 show some very high
levels, indicating the spotty character of the contamination
which is overlying and adjacent to gridline 100E, the course of :

the proposed sewer. Table 3 shows the contamination lies mainly |

on the surface.
We visited the site on December 4 and noticed that |

considerable surface erosion has taken place on the slope of the j
6epression in that area since the last MRC survey. We attempted !

to take- measurements of radioactivity on the surface and found
none although I cm not sure that our apparatus or technique were
appropriate for the task.

ueo..,e2|&TXN4|h'C2l'MiE ?%6*,l'A%e en
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Mr. Stephen M, Wilner" .

December 14, 1987

To enable this sewer building project to proceed, may I
suggest that you have Fred Gardner of Chem-Nuclear Systems or
some other contractor scan the area from about 100 to about 120Eadjacenh spots and, if little or noand perhaps some
radioactivity is found, we could petition the Nuclear Regulatory
Commission for, a release of the additional area, for example, all ,

of the dump east of line 50E so their agency could be viewed as a
contributor to this sanitation project. In addition, this result
could demonstrate a lower cost to you for the total project and
would certainly be good public relations for any future cleanup
activities.

Another company that was at one time interested in the
decontamination work was Dames & Moore of Cincinnati, 513-651-
3440.

If it is possible, it would seem prudent for you have this
scan done before the snow covers the site and makes a meaningful
survey more difficult.

Very truly yours,
1

m
, .

.

Robert J. Zc Ine
Senior Vice President & Counsel

<

RJZ/jdo

Enclosure: Figure 2, 3 (the identifying numbers are from earlier reporto

cc: Honorable Ronald R. Sulik, Mayor Newburgh Heights

bec: KRR, DLW, JEV, RWG, L. C. Rouse, NRC
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