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U. S. Nuclear Rpatary Commission
Wa<hingaa. D. C. 20555-0001

Commmts on NUREO-1606
Proposed Regulatory Guidance Related to Implementation of

10 CFR 50.59 (Changes, Tests or Experiments)
(62 Federal Rerister 24997 dated May 7.1997)

Dear Sir:

Southem Nuclear Op.4.g Company (Southern Nuclear) has renewed the Nuclear Regulasory
Commission's (NRC's) proposed regulatory guidance related to implementation of 10 CFR 50.59
contained in NUREG-1606 which was published in the Federal Register on May 7,1997. In acoordance
with request for comments, Southern Nuclear cmdorses comments of the Nuclear Energy Institute (NEI).
NErs comments accumtely convey h*k-n Nucleafs poestion on the J--oed NRC proposal.

Southern Nuclear would like to emphasize that the proposed guidance contamed in NUREG-1606 will
create a resource burden for both industry and the NRC. The proposed guidance will lower the
screening threshold and require industry to perform additional 10 CFR 50.59 safety evaluations in order
to make unreviewed safety question determinations en rnatters oflittle or no safety significance. Also, /
by using the interpretations contained in the proposed guidance, a significant increase in the number of I

A-*-emiaations of unreviewed safety questions (and potential plant downtune) will result, which will D
require NRC review and approval. Unfortunately, industry and NRC focus will be on operational
compliance with an increase in cost without a discernible improvement in plant safety.

The NRC has sIready gone on record recognizmg the improvement in quahty of 10 CFR 50.59
evaluations since the adoption ofNSAC-125 by the industry, and that changes of signifir == are highly
likely to be Mhl by licensees through implammation of the gnida- cantained in NSAC-125.
The indusuy is currently in the process of updatina the guidehnes contained in NSAC-125 via NEZ 96-
07. With the changes that will be incorporated int < NEI 96-07, Southern Nuclear believes that NRC
concerns with 10 CFR 50.59 will be adequately adfressed and should be given serious consideration as

an alternative to NUREG-1606. -p:p- m ,6,,, m ~ gy
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, In conclusion, Southern Nuclear ackncmkdges N10 :'s concerns with the implementation af 10 CPR
i 50.59 at selected plants. However, those concerns : houki not be viewed as indicative of the industry as

' a whole In the past, most plants have impl==+d 10 CFR50.59in a comprehensive and
==Mann manner. %erefore, the NRC is encouraged not to =haaian some tlurty years of effective
iM of10 CFR 50.59 fornew positions that will contribute littic if any to plant safhty

Shculd you have any questions, please advise.

Respectfully subnutted,

h.N-
C. K. McCoy

CKM/IMM
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U. S. Nuclear Rqmlatory Commission. Washington. DC
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