U T P N ORI TG T TR o R T R T a7 T T O T T P e e B o T s g e e L e ) e £ o et AEEe s et o A A4S Sans woma et didecs m anos e o S e A

#’/( L)

URITED STATES OF ALRICA
WHCLEAR. REGULATORY COMtiIESTON

Lefore The Atorie Safety and Licensivres loard

In the Matter of 1
HOUSTOM LIGHETNG & POVER (GOHPAYY i

: Docl et # 50=460
(A lens Crech Nuclear Generating I

ftation, Unit 1)

RESPOLRL oF TLAAS PIRG TO AMTLICAHTYS Y0T10:H Full oRpjl

LoTABLIGHLLG LCHEDLLY

T hove 1, 1978, the Applicant in the above=referenced matter filed a
motdon proposing a schedule in the construction license hearing process for
Allens Creclk Power Station, TJTexas PIRG, a prospective petitioner for dfnterventicn
in Lthat process, filed a response objecting to the time franes propoeed by
Applicant.

because ‘Tenas PIRG at this tire does not buov how many lssucs will Le
in controversy belore this Loard, Texas PIRC cannot propese an alternative schedule
e e Laard,

Applicaunt avers that this notfon 18 appropriate for the scope of this
hearing., lowever, Texas PIRG lelleves the rotfon to be Inappropr (ately offered
at this tines Jull consideration should be piven, as to the npumber of issucs

that are admitted, the complexity of those issucs, the nature of information that

is presently available to parties concerning each issue, the nunber of parties
that will be participating in discovery, and other fuformation relevani to the

specifics of this proceeding, lexas PIRC, therefore, cannot provide specific

comments on the proposed schedule until such contentions are admitted,

Nevertheless, Texas PIRG dogs offer the opinjon that 45 day discovery time
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will be inadequate, repardless of the number of parties,
The 45 days Applicant attributes to thelr discovery perfod {nrludes the
major hollday perfode of Christmas and dew Year, Texas PIRC believes tiat, In
a practical sense, Lhe actual discovery perfod is considorahly shorter Vceause
of these winter hoelldays, 1In particular, many of the citizen=petitioners may
be involved {i distant travels and other such events, 1t wvould 'z unreasonable
to conclude that such parties would be devoting thelr holidays te discovery,
Texas I'' © does not beljeve Lhe propored discovery per fod vould enable
parties to become involved in multiple rounds of discovvr'.i/lnterro;nturios
will not be useful unless tine is avaflable for follov=up of information leading
to new lines of inquiry into a contention., Furthermore, interropatoeries rmay he
required before the proper depositions may ke saupght, To hecome {nvolved In
a M"rush'" discovery time frame wav, for example, result in avlward or difficult
schedul Ing {f several parties simueltancously seck to find tirmes for deposttlons,
Finally, Texas PIRG beljeves the Noard should plve sotw consfderation to
the relative resources available to the parties fovolved here, ‘lany of the
pet ftfoner=intervenors may be subjected to preparing for deposlitions or responding
to lnterrogatorles Tron the Applicant or other parties; that {s certainly thedr
ripht and cannot he faulted, liowvever, Texas PIRC Ly the very nature of {ts
organizational difference from the Applicant carnot draw upon a alnilar cagnitude
of manpower, TProperly injtiating and analyzing discovery may be difflcult dur ing
a short time perfod for Texas PIRC, §[ Texas PIRG must also respond to the rightful

inquirfes of other parties during the same time frame,

%/ Needless to say, there are no assurances that partice w11l agree on the
relevancy of inquiriesg, and the time required to resolve such disputes might
result in furtner delays in obtaining information,
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