UNITED STATES
NUCLEAR REGULATORY COMMISSION
REGION IV

611 RYAN PLAZA DRIVE, SUITE 400
ARLINGTON, TEXAS 76011-8064
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G. R. Horn, Senior Vice President
of Energy Supply

Nebraska Public Power District

1414 15th Street

Columbus, Nebraska 68601

SUBJECT: NRC INSPECTION REPORT 50-298/96-31

Dear Mr. Horn:

Thank you for your letter of March 31, 1397, in response to our letter and Notice of
Violation dated February 28, 1997. Our letter discussed the lack of proceduralized
instruction for dealing with ice slush buildup in the circulating water intake bays (Violation
A) and the failure to initiate a problem identification report for a known leakage problem
with a valve (Violation B). We have reviewed your reply to Violation A and find it
responsive to the concerns raised in our Notice of Violation. We will review the
implementation of your corrective actions during a future inspection to determine that full
compliance has been achieved and will be maintained.

Regarding Violation B, your response documented that 200 additional maintenance work
requests were reviewed to determine whether all conditions which required problem
identification reports to be initiated were documented. Nine examples which may have
required problem identification reports were identified; however, your response did not
indicate whether the required problem identification report (if one was required), was
initiated, or whether the conditions were corrected. Additionally, your response did not
provide an evaluation of the need for additional maintenance work request review. This
wouid seem to be a prudent action, given that nine potential deficiencies were fourd in
your 200 maintenance work request sample.

In order to determine that the causes of Violation B have been adequately addressed and
that the extent of the potential problem has been bounded, we request that you
supplement your response to Violation B to address the above concerns. This was
discussed with Mr. Brad Houston of your staff on June 11, 1997. During this discussion,
Mr. Houston indicated that Nebraska Public Power District planned to submit a revised
response on June 24 1997,

Sincerely,

¥ e
2 omas wynfi, Director

Division of Reactor Projects

Docket No.: 50-298
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Nebraska Public Power District

License No.: DPR-46

oe:

John R. McPhail, General Counsel
Nebraska Public Power District
P.O. Box 499

Columbus, Nebraska 68602-0499

P. D. Graham, Vice President of
Nuclear Energy

Nebraska Public Power District

P.O. Box 98

Brownville, Nebraska 68321

B. L. Houston, Nuclear Licensing
and Safety Manager

Nebraska Public Power District

P.O. Box 98

Brownville, Nebraska 68321

Dr. William D. Leech
MidAmerican Energy

907 Walnut Street

P.O. Box 657

Des Moines, lowa 50303-0657

Mr. Ron Stoddard

Lincoln Electric System
11th and O Streets
Lincoln, Nebraska 68508

Randolph Wood, Director

Nebraska Department of Environmental
Quality

P.O. Box 98922

Lincoln, Nebraska 68509-8922

Chairman

Nemaha County Board of Commissioners
Nemaha County Courthouse

1824 N Street

Auburn, Nebraska 68305



Nebraska Public Power District -3-

Cheryl Rogers, LLRW Program Manager
Environmental Protection Section
Nebraska Department of Health

301 Centennial Mall, South

P.O. Box 95007

Lincoln, Nebraska 68509-5007

Dr. Mark B. Horton, M.S.P.H.
Director

Nebraska Department of Health
P.O. Box 950070

Lincoln, Nebraska 68509-5007

R. A. Kucera, Department Director
of Intergovernmental Cooperation

Department of Natural Resources

P.O. Box 176

Jefferson City, Missouri 65102

Kansas Radiztion Control Program Director
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Nebraska Public Power District

bee to DCD (1IEOT)

bece distrib. by RIV:
Regional Administrator
DRP Director

Branchi Chief (DRP/C)
Branch Chief {(DRP/TSS)
Project Engineer (DRP/C)

Resident Inspector
DRS-PSB

MIS System

RIV File
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