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March 1, 1988

PRELIMINARY NOTIFICATION OF EVENT OR UNUSUAL OCCURRENCE -- PN0-IV-88-17

This preliminary notification constitutes EARLY notice of events of POSSIBLE
safety or public interest significance. The ir. formation is as initially received
without verification or evaluation, and is basically all that is known by the
Region IV stcff on this date.

FACILITY: Sequoyah Fuels Corporation Licensee Emergency Classification:
Sequoyah Uranium Hexafluoride Notification of Unusual Event

Conversion Facility Alert
Gore,- Oklahoma Site Area Emergency
Docket: 40-08027 _, General Emergency
License: SUB-1010 X Not Applicable

SU6 JECT: OVERFILLED URANIUM HEXAFLUORIDE CYLINDER

An official of Sequoyah fuels Corporation informed Region IV on February 29,
1988, that a Model 48G cylinder (14 ton capacity) containing depleted UF wasg
received from 00E (Paducah). In accordance with plant operating procedures,
the cylinder was weighed at the Sequoyah Fuels Facility (SFF) in Gore, Oklahoma
and determined to be overfilled by approxicaately 3200 pounds. The material is
used as feed product for the depleted UF to UF4 process conducted at the SFF.g

'The licensee has informed 00E. Until DOE decides upon the proper course of
action for removing the excess material, the cylinder will remain in its tagged
and stored condition. This is a sufficient overfill to result in no free space
in the cylinder if the cylinder were heated in the routine manner. No undue
hazard exists with the cylinder in its present condition and the l'censee's
actions appear sufficient to preclude the cylinder from being heated. Region
IV's understanding is that DOT requirements preclude the shipment of the cylinder ,

in its present overfill condition. A regional inspector is enroute to SFF.

The licensee and NRC have not issued a press release.

The state of Oklahoma has been informed.

Region IV received notification of this occurrence by telephone from Sequoyah
Fuels Corporation at about 3:00 p.m. on February 29, 1988. Region IV has
informed NMSS and PA.

CONTACT: W. L. Fisher, FTS 728-8215.
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