
RETURN .TO' ~391f-55 N- NAM AX Inc.
o !!estern Area,

* Law Department ,, n, M,1707 Cole BWevard ~~'

Go4 den CO 9040b3293 n
303 234-9020 ' T. \

$_ USMG
'"-

AMAX -

DEC
} |SQp '3Mnerats + Energy [ Z

g
"?, ess

-

' S Ucy November 25, 1987,

'M CLEQ g'' |,,z
/ "\ [ '.'

RECElVED 0
a,

The Hon. John S. Herrington _ . 'OEC 11987, f -
Secretaty i U.S.tacitu muuacy Q
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MDepartment of Energy $\

MNE,aForrestal Building
A1000 Independence Avenue S.W.

/ /*. '"Washington, D.C. 20585

Dear Mr. Secretary:

AMAX Inc. is the owner of an industrial plant site near
Parkersburg in Wood County, West Virginia. Th is site
was used in the early 1960's by a predecessor company
for processing mineral ore to recover zirconium and
hafnium under contract with the Atomic Energy
Commission. Some of the ore contained up to 6% thorium
and thus had to be licensed with the AEC as source
material.

After this facility was acquired by Amax in 1967, the
unused ore containing thorium and some process residues
were removed from the site and disposed in a licensed
r ad ioac t iv e waste disposal site in Kentucky in 1968 and
1969. The source material license was terminated by
Amax in 1974.

A site inspection by Nuclear Regulatory Commission (NRC)
officials in 1977 revealed some r es id ual radioactivity
on the Parkersburg site. A notice of violation was
issued by the NRC in 1978 for alleged violations of the
previous license that had been terminated in 1974. In i

order to resolve this matter, Amax agreed to prepare and |
implement a program to consolidate and stabilize the |
r ad ioact ive material on-site in a designated |
stabilization area. A storage license was issued by the |
NRC in June 1982 authorizing Amax to perform this 1

on-site consolidation and stabilization work. I

i Pursuant to the stabilization plan approved by the NRC
and incorporated into the storage license, Amax
completed the on-site s t a b i l i z a t i o n ' .,i n late 1982. The
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State of West virginia, Department of Health, has
conducted periodic monitoring of the groundwater at the j
site and confirmed that the area is secure- and no j

radioactive contamination has occurred. j

The NRC recently granted Amax's request to release from
the storage license all areas of this plant site except
the stabilization area. NRC is currently processing
- renewal of the license for the stabilization area. |

|
The Nuclear Waste Policy Act of 1982 contains a
provision applicable to the low level radioactive waste
s tabilization area at the Parkersburg site (see S151(c)
attached). Pursuant to this provision of the NWPA, Amax
hereby requests that the Secretary of the Department of
Energy assume title and custody of the stabilization
area. Amax has decontaminated and stabilized the
low-level rad ioac t ive waste at this site in accordance
with NRC requirements and will provide adequate
financial arrangements for the long term maintenance and
monitoring of this site. A proposal for the financial
arrangements for long term maintenance and monitoring is
in preparation and will be submitted to NRC for approval
in the near future.

A d e sc r ipt ion of the stabilization area is enclosed.
Please advise as to what additional information or
documentation is necessary in order to complete the
transfer of the stabilization area from Amax to the
Department-of Energy.

Your truly,

O r. .d 4%
Peter Keppler
Assistant General Counsel

dm

cc: L. C. Rouse, Acting Chief
Uranium Fuel Licensing Branch
Division of Fuel Cycle and Material Safety, NMSS
Nuclear Regulatory Commission
Washington D.C. 20555

Steven R. Miller Esq.
Of fice of General Counsel
Department of Energy
1000 Independence Avenue SW
Washington, D.C. 20585
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BEGINNING at an iron pin in the westerly right-of-way line of
the Baltimore & Ohio Railroad Company in the northerly line of
Lot No. 2 of the Francis Keene Lewis Partition, a plat of
which is of record in the Office of the Clerk of the County
Commission of Wood County, West Virginia, in Deed Book No.
124, at page 313, which beginning point is also N. 67 57'
58" W. 2564.68 feet from an iron pipe at the northeasterly
corner of said Lot No. 2; thence S. 25 04' 22" W. along the.
westerly right-of-way line of the Baltimore & Ohio Railroad
Company a distance of 709.96 feet to a point in the southerly
line of said Lot No. 2, which point is also S. 76 14' 44"
E. 10.20 feet from a concrete monument in tne southerly line
of said Lot No. 2; thence N. 76 14' 44" W. along the0

southerly line of Lot No. 2 a distance of 300.00' to the TRUE
POINT OF BEGINNING:

THENCE N. 76 14' 44" W. a distance of 688.92'; THENCE N.
00 45' 00" W a distance of 635.51'; THENCE N. 39 27' 37"
E. a distance of 212.42'; THENCE S. 76 46' 51" E. a
distance of 153.06'; THENCE S. 65 24' 27" E, a distance of813.97'; THENCE S. 30 27' 26" W. a distance of 683.89' to
the TRUE POINT OF BEGINNING:

Containing 15.16 acres, more or less.

.
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