
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

April 28, 2020 

 

Mr. David Alley 
Branch Chief, MSTB 
Office of Nuclear Material Safety and Safeguards 
Mail Stop TWFN-5B60 
U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission 
Washington, DC 20555-0001 
 

Dear Mr. Alley,  

The Nuclear Energy Tribal Working Group (NETWG) appreciates your participation at our January 2020 
meeting in Scottsdale, Ariz. During the meeting, NETWG discussed a variety of topics including the 
Nuclear Regulatory Commission’s (NRC) outreach efforts and consultation initiatives directed at tribal 
governments. The group shared concerns about NRC’s notification processes that are reportedly driven 
by the Paper Reduction Act and NRC’s approach for contacting select tribes via phone without any effort 
for advanced notice. NETWG believes NRC must consistently adhere to an established outreach process 
and consultation policy that are in alignment with the NRC Tribal Protocol.  

By way of background, NETWG is a Department of Energy Working Group comprised of tribally 
appointed representatives from communities that have the potential to be impacted by NRC actions and 
those of other federal, state, and local agencies. NETWG focuses on identifying, monitoring and 
developing national policy that affects federally recognized tribes. NETWG is not a tribal government, 
but rather a conduit for providing insight from tribal subject-matter experts about important matters 
that are often overlooked. Direct government-to-government interactions as described in the NRC Tribal 
Protocol Manual, is only achieved by interacting directly with the elected leadership of federally 
recognized tribes.  

With respect to insufficient notice and receiving unexpected telephone calls, NETWG shared concerns 
about the NRC calling tribes about Federal Register Notice NRC-2019-0136-0002: Information Collection: 
Requests to Federally Recognized Indian Tribes for Information. While the unexpected outreach was 
somewhat appreciated, tribes expressed concern about not receiving proper notification about the 
impending calls and therefore could not adequately prepare. NETWG strongly recommends NRC 
develop a standardized method to provide advance notification for all scheduled calls and/or meetings. 



NETWG believes appropriate courtesy should be extended with the opportunity to identify a reasonable 
schedule and prepare for meaningful discussions at mutually agreeable times.   

Further, NETWG recognizes the number and frequency of federal register notices tribes receive, not to 
mention corresponding responses that can be insurmountable. Many tribes are challenged by limited 
resources and/or capacity to adequately address the multiple federal register notices from various 
federal agencies, in addition to similar requests from State, local and private entities. NETWG believes it 
is important for NRC to consider this unique situation and unilaterally extend comment periods and 
offering tribes technical assistance upon request to overcome these burdens.  

In regards expediting matters associated with the Paper Reduction Act, NETWG urges NRC to obtain 
clearance from the Office of Management and Budget (OMB) prior to implementing such a policy to 
ensure NRC has the ability to communicate with all federally recognized tribes on matters that may 
impact tribal communities as is customarily done for states, and their respective municipalities.  

As we look ahead, NETWG is interested in expanding opportunities for tribes to interface with the NRC’s 
Regional State Liaison Offices (RSLOs) as a means enhancing NRC outreach and engagement efforts. As a 
first step, NETWG believes NRC must direct each RSLO to contact tribes within their respective region to 
gain parity and sustain meaningful working relationships.   

Lastly, NETWG strongly encourages NRC leadership and other personnel with decision-making authority 
to visit tribes on their own lands to gain knowledge and understanding of the local communities and the 
importance of their lands and resources that often extend beyond tribal boundaries.  

In closing, NETWG values its partnership with NRC and looks forward to our continued collaboration.  

 

Sincerely, 

 

NUCLEAR ENERGY TRIBAL WORKING GROUP 

 

cc:  

Sandra Talley, Senior Liaison Project Manager 


