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What is “fear?” Is it, an unpleasant feeling trigged by the perception of danger, real or imagined?  
Or is “F.E.A.R.,” an acronym for “False Evidence Appearing Real,” which is often the case to 
anything we don’t understand such as science. Naturally we create a fear and justify that 
anxiety by creating evidence to support an unpleasant emotional feeling.  

Fear and emotion are always brought into a debate against science, as proven facts are often 
tossed aside in discussions involving public or private enterprise. Whether the concerns are 
building roads, oil exploration or constructing and operating a storage facility for spent nuclear 
fuel in southeast New Mexico. 

In the Draft Environmental Impact Statement (DEIS), the Nuclear Regulatory Commission’s 
(NRC) staff recommended that Holtec International receive a license to store spent nuclear fuel. 
However, after the Albuquerque Journal editorial “NRC is right to put science before 
politics,” the spreading of “false evidence appearing real” started in earnest. 

Here are some emotional examples of “false evidence appearing real.”  1) The proposed 
project will harm the state’s important industries, including oil and gas production, ranching and 
agriculture. The truth is NO, the spent fuel storage facility will co-exist with all the industries in 
southeast New Mexico. 2) The rail lines can’t handle the weight of transporting the spent fuel, 
again a false statement. A railcar with 12 axles loaded with a transport cask weighs 337 tons, 
the weight dispersion is 28 tons per axle. The current E80 rail rating is 40 tons per axle, the 
loaded railcars are clearly below the rating limit. 3) Transporting the canisters will release 
radiation along the train route, this is another casualty of the truth. Each Holtec canister has to 
pass a rigorous safety test that includes four successive accident conditions, free drop, 
puncture, fire and submersion in water, the canister passed each condition. 

In addition, the USNRC regulatory limit for dose rates around the canister is 10 mrem/hr. at 2 
meters from the vehicle. As a comparison, the dose from a single dental x-ray is about 4 mrem. 
That means that a person standing 2 meters away from a transport cask, for 24 minutes (0.4 
hours), would receive just about the same dose as from a single dental x-ray. However, that is 
not a realistic condition to consider for any member of the public. As a person at a railroad 
crossing would be further away from a transport cask and typically for a shorter period of time, 
hence the dose would be much lower. 

These are just some of the “false evidence appearing real” that the project opponents create 
to put fear in your mind. There are so many other false statements to refute, but I’m only 
allowed 650 words to make my point. 

The truth is we have to stop this cultural fear that has affected U.S. energy policy for the last 70 
years, it is really simple, nuclear energy is not about weapons. It is a clean source of energy that 
will save the world and our climate. You can’t have an intelligent reasonable discussion about 
saving the climate without including nuclear energy. Nuclear is our largest source of clean 
energy, providing more than 55% of emissions-free electricity. If you are truly an advocate for 
the environment, then you should support nuclear, case closed. 

As Neil deGrasse Tyson said, “the great thing about science, is it’s true, whether or not you 
believe it.” You can’t pick and choose what science you want to believe, which is what the 
groups against the proposed storage facility constantly do. They are upset that the scientists 
and experts who wrote the DEIS did not use their fake science. 
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Carlsbad, NM 

  


