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U.S. NUCLEAR REGULATOHY COMMISSION

REGION lil

Docket No: 040-06264 (Terminated)

License No: SMB-833 (Terminated)

(- Licensee: Michigan Chemical Company (now Velsicol Chemical
Corporation)

(_
!~ Facility: - Former Landfill Area

Location: Edgewood Hills Golf Course
1270 West Monroe Road
St. Louis, MI 4S880

Date: July 22,1997

Inspector: G. M. McCann, Senior Radiation Specialist
R. B. Landsman, Project Engineer
S. J. Mulay, Radiation Specialist
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Accompanying K. Coble, Health Physicist
Personnel: Michigan Department of Environmental Quality

Approved By: B. L. Jorgensen, Chief
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| EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

Edgewood Hills Golf Course!

| (a former NRC licensee, Michigan Chemical Company (MCC))
NRC Inspection Report No. 04046264/97001(DNMS)

During a previous NRC Inspection (NRC Inspection Report No. 040 06264/g6001(DNMSI).
,

NRC inspectors were informed that general building debris and chemical wastes may have
j been placed in a former landfill on property now part of the Edgewood Hills Golf Course.
-

MCC (now owned by the Velsicol Chemical Corporation (VCC)) reportedly used this site
between 1932 and 1950 as a generaliand fill. Two other sites had been previously
identified as having residual radiological contamination (low levels of uranium and thorium)
rtlated to MCC activities. The NRC therefore felt that a scoping survey of this former -
barlal area would be prudent.

A team consisting of NRC and Michigan Department of Environmental Quality inspectors
performed a radiological walk over survey of the former burial area. No radiologicallevels
greater than naturally occurring environmental background levels were detected by the
inspection team.
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DETAILS

1.0 Backaround

MCC operated a rare earth processing plant at St. Louis, Michigan. The
feed stock materials used by MCC contained licensable quantitles of source
material. The use of licensable rnatorials was authorized until April 1971 when
License No. SMB-0833 was terminated. During its period of chemical
manufacturing MCC used a number of off site locations to store and dispose of
chemical material, some of which contained radiological contamination. As a result
of this the NRC has been working with Memphis Environmental Center (agent for

| MCC) to survey these properties, in order to determine their acceptability for
!

unrestricted release.

An area of approximately six acres, which was later to become part of the
Edgewood Hills Golf Course, was used by MCC as a generallandfill. During the
early 1980s the landfill was excavated and the waste was trucked back to the main
MCC plant site for permanent burial. Since this area was known to have been
extensively contaminated with chemicals pr!or to the excavation, the NRC felt it
prudent to survey this area to insure no radiological contaminants remained at this
forrnst site.

2.0 Insnection Scone flP 87104)

The survey consisted of a general walk over tour of the burial site and discussions
with the current property owner and the MCC project manager.

2.1 Observ$tions and Findinas (lP 871041

The former landfill site is now part of a golf course located in the City of St. Louis,
Mich;gan. The landfill area is a rough area, over grown with grasses, and was not
being used for public access areas, e.g., fe;rway, greens or walkways. A drawing
of the landfill area is attached as Figure 1.

The inspectors performed thorough and detailed direct surveys throughout the
subject area using sensitive gamma radiation detection instruments. No radiological
levels greater than ambient background levels were detected.

2.2 Conclusion _

No detectable radiological contamination was present in the former landfill area.
No concoms, violations or deviations were identified during the inspection.

3. Exit Meetina IP 87104]

At the conclusion of the survey on July 22,1997, the preliminary results of the
survey were discussed with the individual identified below.
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PERSONS CONTACIED.

*E. Dangler, President, Edgewood Hills Golf Courso
*J. Phillips, R.G., Project Managor, Breckenridge Disposal Site, Memphis'

Environmental Contor, Inc. i

INSPECTION PROCEDURES USED

87104 Decommissioning inspection Procedure for Materials Licensees

ATTACHMENTS

Figuro 1 Drawing of former MCC Landfill
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