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GENERAL OFFICE
P.O. BOX 499. COLUMBUS, NEBRASKA 68602-0499
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G. R. Iforn
Senior Vice President. Energy Supply

(402) 563-5518

NLS970078
May 13,1997

U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission
Attention: Document Control Desk
Washington, D.C. 20555-0001

Gentlemen:

Subject: Revision of Commitment in Response to NRC Generic Letter 96-06
Cooper Nuclear Station, NRC ' socket 50-298, DPR-46

Reference: 1. NRC Generic Letter 96-06 dated September 30,1996, " Assurance of Equipment
Operability and Centainment Integrity during Design-Basis Accident Conditions"

2. Lener io USNRC from G.R. Ilorn (NPPD) dated January 28,1997, " Response
to NRC Generic Letter 96-06"

3. Letter to USNRC from G.R. Ilom (NPPD) dated March 27,1997, " Response to
NRC Generic Letter 96-06"

The Nebraska Public Power District (District) hereby notifies the NRC ofits intention to revise
previous commitments made in response to NRC Generic Letter 96-06 (Reference 1). In Reference
2 the District noted that there were six containment penetrations which were susceptible to the

effects of thermal overpressurization. In Reference 3 the District indicated that two penetrations were \
acceptable based on analysis, committed to perform modifications on three penetrations and \
committed to perform further analysis on the remaining penetration and, if necessary, perform a
modification during the present outage. The following is a summary of the amended District
position on two of the penetrations. The status of the other four penetrations is unchanged from that k
in Reference 3. Specifically, modifications have been implemented on penetrations XI8, X19, and 'I

X20 as committed in Reference 3, and no modifications to penetration X8 were necessary.

Penetration X12: Size 20" Residual IIeat Removal Shutdown ecoling Suction

In Reference 3 the District indicated that the current penetration configuration
would be verified during the present outage (RFOl7). The purpose of this
verification was to confirm that the penetration was insulated, which was verified

200122 via a w Ikd wn. liowever, the District was not able to ensure that the insulation

~
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!would remain in place during a LOCA. Therefore, an analysis was performed on

this penetration which conservatively assumed that there is no insulation on the
exposed penetration piping. The analysis determined that, incorporating the

'

latest PIV measurements for valve leakage, the post LOCA stress levels would -
only slightly exceed code allowables as defined by B31.1,1967, and would !

remain well within ASME III, Section NB limits for Service Level C (Emergency

Condition).
,

The District had prepared a draft modification which would have installed a relief 7

. valve to relieve the overpressurization in this line to within code allowables. i
''

, '
. However, the lead time to obtain a qualified Class I relief valve precluded
installation of such a modification during the present outage (RFOl7). As
discussed below, this modification remains a viable option for the next refueling

outage (RFOl8).
,

:.

The District will investigate additional alternatives, including use of :

administrative controls, to ensure long term protection against possible
'

overpressurization of this penetration following a LOCA. Based on the results
,

of these investigations, a determination will be made as to whether the :

penetration is adequately protected as presently configured, or whether a
modification is required. The present analysis demonstrates that, with thec
existing valve leakage, there are no safety concerns associated with delerring this

*

decision until the results of the ongoing investigations are available. Ifit is 'i

determined that a modification is required, the modification will be installed at _{

{
the next refueling outage (RFOl8). |

Penetration X14: Size 6", Reactor Water Clean-up Suction
,

;. Reference 3 indicated that there are no overpressurization effects on this line post ;

accident since the initial temperature in the line is greater than the peak post
accident drywell temperature, and that a plant modification was not required. !-

However, in the event of an isolation of the penetration during normal power ,
'

operation, the temperature of the water between the isolation valves could cool
'

down sufficiently that the piping could be subject to overpressurization in the .;
event of a LOCA. Based on the District's analysis, there would only be an j

overpressurization concem if the LOCA were to occur after the penetration had '

been isolated, during power operation, for greater than 26 hours. To address this
issue, the' District has revised the RWCU operating procedures to ensure ;

administrative controls are in place to prevent post-LOCA overpressurization ;

concerns in the event the penetration becomes isolated during power operation..
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; Should you have any questions concerning this matter, please contact me.
i

' Sincerely, .
:
r

i

h i

.I rn
S ice President - Energy Supply

*

;

/nr

[cc: Regional Administrator [
: USNRC - Region IV

,

...
- Senior Project Manager [
USNRC - NRR Project Directorate IV-1 |

;

Senior Resident Inspector
USNRC

; NPG Distribution
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| ATTACHMENT 3 LIST OF NRC COMMITMENTS |

Correspondence No: NLS970079

The following table identifies those actions committed to by the District in this
document. Any other actions discussed in the submittal represent intended or
planned actions by the District. They are described to the NRC for the NRC's
information and are not regulatory commitments. Please notify the Licensing
Manager at Cooper Nuclear Station of any questions regarding this document or any
associated regulatory commitments.

COMMITTED DATE
COMMITMENT OR OUTAGE

Investigate additional alternatives, including
administrative options, to ensure long term protection RFOl8
against overpressurization of penetration X-12, and
implement controls as required.

If administrative controls are not adequate to provide
.

long term protection for overpressurization of RF018
penetration X-12, implement a modification to provide the
required protection.
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