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U.S. Atomic Energy Cocnission
YWashington, D.C. 20545 cs

Dear Mr. Chitwood:

The Environmental Protection Agency has reviewed the draft environ-
mental statement for the Kerr-McGee Nuclear Corporation Sequoyah Uranium
Hexafluoride Plant issued on April 11, 1974, and our comments are
enclosed.

In our opinion, in order to provide a more complete and useful
analysis of this facility, the followin; three additional subjects should
be included in the final statement:

(1) An analysis should be conducted on the consequences of the
discharge and dispersal of long-lived radionuclides into the general
environment.

(2) Estimates of the quantities of uranium, thorium an, radium
in contaminated solid and liquid wastes stored in ponds on the site or
buried on the site should be included in the final statement. This
information should be included in the final statement in order to allow
evaluation of the adequacy of the waste storage methods.

(3) We agree with the staff recommendation, " Provision must be
made for determining the release rate of hexane from the solvent rework
and distillation systems to evaluate compliance with existing regulations
governing release of hydrocarbons" (page V-22). These provisions should
be included in the final statement.

.

Our primary concern about the operation of the facility is achieve-
ment of an adequate waste treatment level for the raffinate wastes
from the process. It appears that the existing schedule for develop-
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ment of a treatment system is adequate. Because some of the proposed
processes for treating the wastes appear to be experimental, EPA would
appreciate being kept informed about the progress made as the waste
treatment system is developed.

In accordance with EPA procedures we have classified the project
"ER" (Environmental Reservations) and rated the draft statement as
" Category 2" (Insufficient Information). We will be pleased to discuss
our comments with you or members of your staff,

j Sincerely yours,

t C,J L)t'
Sheldon Meyers

Director
Office of Federal Activities (A-104)

Enclosure
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Dear Mr. Chitvood: 4 m

The Environmental Protection Agency has reviewed the draft environ-
mental statement for the Kerr-McGee Nuclear Corporation Sequoyah Uranium
Hexafluoride Plant issued on April 11, 1974, and our coments are
enclosed.

In our opinion, in order to provide a more complete and useful
analysis of this facility, the following three additional subjects should
be included in the final statement:

(1) An analysis should be conducted on the consequences of the.

discharge and dispersal of long-lived radionuclides into the general
environment.

(2) Estimates of the quantities of uranium, thorium and radium
in contaminated solid and liquid wastes stored in ponds on the site or
buried on the site should be included in the final statement. This
information should be included in the final statement in order to allow
evaluation of the adequacy of the waste storage methods.

(3) We agree with the staff recomendation, " Provision must be
made for determining the release rate of hexane from the solvent rework
and distillation systems to evaluate compliance with existing regulations
governing release of hydrocarbons" (page V-22). These provisions should
be included in the final statement.

Our primary concern about the operation of the facility is achieve-
ment of an adequate waste treatment level for the raffinate vastes
from the process. It appears that the existing schedule for develop-
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Dear Mr. Chitwood: A m

The Environmental Protection Agency has reviewed the draft environ-
mental statement for the Kerr-McGee Nuclear Corporation Sequoyah Uranium
Hexafluoride Plant issued on April 11, 1974, and our comments are
enclosed.

In our opinion, in order to provide a more complete and ureful
analysis of this facility, the following three additional subjects should
be included in the final statement:

(1) An analysis should be conducted on the consequences of the-

discharge and dispersal of long-lived radionuclides ir- the general
environment.

(2) Estimates of the quantities of uranium, thorium and radium
in contamint.;ed solid and liquid wastes stored in ponds on the site or
buried on the site should be included in the final statement. This
infor=ation should be included in the final statement in order to allow
evaluation of the adequacy of the waste storage metho.'s.

(3) We agree with the staff recommendation, " Provision must be
=ade for determining the release rate of hexane from the solvent rework
a-d distillation systems to evaluate compliance with existing regulations
governing release of hydrocarbons" (page V-22) . These provisions should
be included in the final statement.

Our primary concern about the operation of the facility is achieve-
cent of an adequate waste treatuent level for the raffinate vastes
from the process. It appears that the existing schedule for develop-
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nen: of a treatment system is adequate. Because some of the proposed
processes for treating the wastes appear to be experimental, EPA would
appreciate being kept informed about the progress made as the waste
treat =ent systes is developed.

In accordance with EPA procedures we have classified the project
"ER" (Environmental Reservations) and rated the draft statement as
"gategory 2" (Insufficient Information). We will be pleased to discuss
our co==ents with you or members of your staff.

S
Sincerely yours,-

.

| .E fWfW'

Sheldon Meyers
Director

Office of Federal Activities (A-104)

Enclosure
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Dear .''. . Chit iood :

The Envirc . antal Prot,ctica A',2ncy has revi:ved tiie dr:f t environ-
cent 21 s:2:ccent fcr tha i..:rr-McGae '!uciaar Cerpc a:ica Seque:/ah ';ranlua
IIe tafluorid 2 Plant ircutd en April 11, I N'., and our c.; m ents are

cuelo wd.

la our opinion, in order to provide a more c:aplata and useful *

n .' 17 is of this f acility, tha f allo rin ; threa sfait ceal subjee:s should
be included in the final statarent:

(1) An analysis should be cerducted en the canaccuenas of tha-

dischar;;e and dispersal of 1cng-lived radionuclides into the general
en riren=ent.

(2) Estimates of the quantities of uraniu=, thorium and rrdium
in conta-+'ated solid and liquid was 23 secred In ecada en tha. site or
buried en the site should be included in th2 final s:atement. This
inferratica should be included in the final :a:e unt in ordar to 21109
evaluation of the adequuy of the wasta stora ;2 nethads.

(3) L'e azree '.rith the staf f racer:endation, "Prc /ision cust be

er.de for detanining the release rate of he:<ane fren the solrent ravork
and distillation systers to evalu2:a ccepliance with e::isting regulation
gove nin;;; ralcasa of hydrocarbons ' (page V-22). These provistsna shruid

be included in the final sta:ccent.

Our primary concern about the operation of th2 facilitr is achieve-
ren: cf an alequata vaste t:210:ent level fo ~% -''*-ata :2s:cs

fr n th2 process. It appears that the c.<is inz schedula for devslop-
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Sheldon Meyers
Director

Office of Federal .ietivities (A-104)
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