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Chairman Seaborg
Commissioner Ramey
Commissioner fchnson
Commiss loner Thompson
Commissioner Larson

DEEP-WELL DISPOSAL OF WASTES, KERR-MeGEE CORPORATION

The Kerr-McCee Corporation is presently licensed to comvert uranium mill
concentrates to UF. at its Sequoyah facility near Gore, Oklahoma., In
conjunction with tg-' activities, Lerr-ticCee has requasted approval to
dispose of its liquid wastes by deep-well disposal.

The U.S. Geological Survey and our staff comsultant om geohydrology,

Dr. Dom L. Warner of the University of Missouri, have reviewed
Kerr-McCee's application., The conelusion reached by both USGE and

Dr. Warner is that disposal of waste liquids at the preposed site by
deep-vell injection may conmstitute a radlological hazard, Ve plan teo
deny Kerr-icGee's application basaed om the unacceptability of the proposed
site for disposal of radicactive wvaste solutions by deep-well injection,

On May 26, 1970, a meeting was held with Kerr-lcGee represeutatives,

at vhich time USGS summarized its preliminary conclusions relative to
Kerr-McGee's propesal. During tne meeting ve discussed several alter-
native waste handling and treatment nethods presently under study by
Kerr-YcGee, including chemical treatme~t and pond storage of the waste,
Presently, waste raffinates containing tie significant radioisotopes are
being stored in ponds, Waste scrubber so .utions containing natural
uranium in comcentrations less tham 10X of Part 20 limita arve being
released into the I1linois River following chemical treatment. Ve
believe that the storage of the waste raffinates in ponds is acceptable
on 22 interim basis in view of the geohydrological characteriscics of
the site and the enviroumental momitoring program which Kerr-iicGee is
requ'vaed to follow,




Comnmission

A copy of the proposed denial is enclosed. I would lile to discuss this
with the Comnmigsion at an early information meeting.

(S1gned) L&

Havrold L. Price
Mrector of Regulation

Encloaure:
Proposed denial ltr to
Karr-lMcCee fm L. Johnson
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Secretary (2)
General Manager (2)
General Counsel (2)
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I have examined this draft and
concur with all the statements

iing the geologic conditions
and hydrologic effects related to
he prorosed te injection scheme.
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Rober hneider

hief, Office of Radio~-

)/24/7 hydrology
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