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May 8, 1997

Ms. Iren] M. J:hnson, Acting Manager '

Nuclear Regulatory Services'

Commonwealth Edison Company
Executive Towers West III
1400 Opus Place, Suite 500
Downers Grove, IL 60515

SUBJECT: RELIEF REQUEST FOR NON-CODE REPAIR - BRAIDWOOD STATION, UNIT 1
(TAC NO. M97679)

Dear Ms. Johnson:

By letter dated January 9,1997, Comonwealth Edison Company (Comed) requested
temporary relief from the American Society of Mechanical En ineers (ASME)
Code, Section XI, requirements to repair a through-wall lea age that was
discovered on the 6-inch by 8-inch reducer located on the Essential Service
Water System (SX). The leak rate from the flaw was ap)roximately 2 g)m in a
line that is used approximately 5 minutes per 8 hour siift to backwasi a
strainer in the SX. Comed's operability assessment and its bases were
provided to the staff by Comed's letter of December 31, 1996.

We have reviewed the request and determined that Comed appropriately applied
the guidance contained in Generic Letter 90-05, " Guidance for Performing
Tem)orary Non-Code Repair of ASME Code Class 1, 2, and 3 Piping." Further,
we lave determined that performance of an immediate Code repair would have
constituted an undue burden, in that plant shutdown would have been required
and would not have been in the best interest of plant safety, given the small
size of the flaw, the results of the flaw evaluation showing that the piping
was capable of performing its intended function, and Comed's alternative
program. Therefore, pursuant to 10 CFR 50.55a(g)(6)(1), the alternative is
authorized until the next refueling outage. We note that the flawed piping
was replaced during the refueling outage which began March 29, 1997.

The basis for the staff's conclusions are contained in the enclosed Safety
Evaluation.

Sincerely,

Original signed by:

Robert A. Capra, Director
Project Directorate III-2
Division of Reactor Projects - III/IV I
Office of Nuclear Reactor Regulation |
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I.' Johnson Braiosood Station !
Commonwealth Edison Company Unit Nos. I and 2 i

cc:

Michael Miller, Esquire Mr. Ron Stephens
Sidley and Austin- Illinois Emergency Services

- One First National Plaza and Disaster Agency
Chicago, Illinois 60603 110 East Adams Street

' '' Regional Administrator
U.S. NRC, Region III Chairman
801 Warrenville Road - Will County Board of Supervisors

1Lisle, Illinois. 60532-4351 * Will County Board Courthouse
'Illinois Department of

Nuclear Safety
. Ms. Lorraine Creek
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Office of Nuclear Facility Safety Rt. 1, Box 182
1035 Outer Park Drive .Manteno, Illinois 60950
Springfield, Illinois 62704
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Attorney General
Document Control Desk-Licensing E00 South Second Street |
Commonwealth Edison Company Springfield, Illinois 62701 |

-1400 Opus P1 ace, Suite 400 )Downers Grove, Illinois 60515 George L. Edgar '

Morgan, Lewis and Bochius
Mr. William P. Poirier 1800 M Street, N.W.
Westinghouse Electric Corporation Washington, DC 20036
Energy Systems Business Unit
Post Office Box 355, Bay 236 West Commonwealth Edison Company.
Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania 15230 Braidwood Station Manager

Rt. 1, Box 84
Joseph Gallo Braceville, Illinois 60407
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Gallo & Ross
1250 Eye St., N.W., Suite 302 EIS Review Coordinator
Washington, DC 20005 U.S. Environmental Protection Agency i

77 W. Jackson Blvd.
Ms. Bridget Little Rorem Chicago, Illinois 60604-3590
Appleseed Coordinator
117 North Linden Street Mr. H. G. Stanley
-Essex, Illinois 60935 Site Vice President

Braidwood Station
Howard A. Learner Commonwealth Edison Company
Environmental Law and Policy RR #1, Box 84 i

Center of the Midwest Braceville, IL 60407
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203 North LaSalle Street
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Chicago, Illinois 60601

U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission
Braidwood Resident Inspectors Office
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Braceville, Illinois 60407
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