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bocket, No. 50-231

General Elsctric Company

ddvanced Products Operation

$10 DeGuigne Drive

Suscyvale, Californis 94806 :

Attention: Mr, Karl P. Cohen
General Mansger

Gentlemen:

Io a letter dated May 17, 1768, the Genersl Electric Company
requested authority to insert no wore thaw six standard or
depleted fuel rod elements into the SEFOR reactor for testing
purposes. The possession of this fuel is uow licensed by the
Coumission under Special Nuclear Material License No, SNN-1018,

We have reviewed the procedures and safety considerstions
relative to the requested use of the six etendard or depleted
fuel rod elements, including: (1) transfer of fuel frow the
new fuel storage area to the refueling cell; (2) insertion of
fuel rods into the reactor; (3) transfer of fuel from the
refueling cell to the fuel storage ares; (4) eriticality and
rediation controls maintained; and (5) the fusl accountabilicy
method that will be used during the test program. Based on
the material reviewad, we conclude that: (1) adequate pre-
cautions will be taken to assure 2 subcritical fuel mass and
saintenance of radistion and contamination control; amd (2)
even in the event of an accident the potential for the
release of any significant amount of radiosctive material
appears to be negligible.

Your proposal to place up to & maximum of six standard or
depleted fuel rod elements in the core of the facility for

the purpose of testing dimeusional compatibility under the pro-
cedures described is considered to be pre-operstional testing
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i rether than fuel loading (which may not be donme prior to the issuance
of an operating license). The proposed tests may be performed so
long as they are limited solely to dimensionsl testing, and not
performed for the purpose of increasing the neutrom population to
sccowplish subcriticel physics, instrumentation, or other tests.

Three copies of Amendmsnt No. 1 to Indemmity Agreement No. B-35 are
enclosed for your review and scceptance. Flease sign and return one
copy of the smendment to this office at your earliest comvenience.

Sincerely, :

Peter A. Morris, Divector
Division of Reactor Licensing
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rather than fuel loading (vhich may not be dome prior to the
issusance .of an operating license). The proposed tests may be
perforned 8o long as they sre limited solely to dimensional
tasting, and vot performed for the purpose of increasing the
seutron populatien to aceompliish suberitical physice, instru-
mantation, or other tests.

Sincearely,

Petexr A. Morris, Director
Divigion of Reactor Licensing

cc: Mr. J. Robert Welsh
Preeideut
Southwest Atomic Energy Associates
306 Pyramid Building
s Little Rock, Arkansas 72203

Mx. B. D. Wilson

/ Aduinistrator - Liceasing
Huclear Esergy Division
General Electric Cewmpany
175 Curtner Avenue
Sau Jooe, Califorunia 95125
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