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DCS No: 50289860324'' ' -
Date: March 26, 1986

PRELIMINARY NOTIFICATION OF EVENT OR UNUSUAL OCCURRENCE--PNO-I-86-24

This praliminary notification constitutes EARLY notice of events of POSSIBLE safety
, or public interest significance. The information is as initially received without'

verification or evaluation, and is basically all that is known by the Region Istaff on this date.
I

Facility: GPU Nuclear Corporation Licensee Emergency Classification:
Three Mile Island, Unit 1 Notification of Unusual Event
DN 50-289 Alert

|
Site Area Emergency
General Emergency

| X Not Applicable

| Subject: CONTAMINATION OF WORKERS AT TMI-1

Five workers have been contaminated since Monday, March 24, 1986, in support of
scheduled outage work in the reactor building. The primary source of contamination has

| been attributed to iodine (I-131) evolving from the reactor coolant system water. Fourl

individuals were contaminated in direct support of steam generator (OTSG) testing. The
other individual was contaminated while erecting scaffolding to support plant modifi-
cation work inside the reactor building. Due to the fact that the fodine was being
discharged from the OTSG to the reactor building atmosphere, the iodine concentration
level increased in the building. Delays in determining this increase in iodine con-
centration by the licensee allowed approximately 100 people to be exposed to possible
higher than normal concentrations but less than federal limits. To determine these
individuals' actual exposure, the licensee is using whole body counting and bioassay
methods to calculate their exposure prior to further reactor building entries by theseindividuals.

The iodine is presently being removed by purging the reactor building air through
filters in the purge exhaust syrtem prior to its release to the environment. The
licensee is presently evaluating the situation and has secured all steam generator work
until proper course of action has been determined.i

The licensee has issued a press release and the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania has been
informed. This preliminary notification is issued for information only. Onsite NRC
health physics personnel are presently independently monitoring activities and will
evaluate the licensee's actions as they occur This information is current as of 9:00a.m., March 26, 1986.

CONTACT: R. Conte A. Blough
590-1167 590-1156
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