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VIA EXPRESS DELIVERY

Document Control Desk

ATTN: Dr. Seymour H. Weiss, Director

Non-Power Reactors, Decommissioning and
Environmental Project Directorate

Division of Advanced Reactors & Special Projects

Office of Nuclear Reactor Regulation

U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission

Washington, D.C. 20555

Subject: Facility Licenses R-38 and R-67; Docket Nos. 50-89 and 50-163:

Submittal of Decommissioning Plan and Request for Termination of
Licenses

Dear Dr. Weiss:

Though General Atomics (GA) continues to offer TRIGA research reactors and
related facilities, equipment, materials, fuel and services, GA has decided to permanently
cease all TRIGA reactor operations at its main site in San Diego, California.

As you are aware, GA has permanently ceased operation of its TRIGA Mark F non-
power reactor and its license (R-67) to operate this reactor has been amended to authorize
possession orily. Therefore, pursuant to the requirements of 10 CFR 50.82, GA herewith
submits a decommissioning plan and request for termination of License R-67.

Further, as you are also aware, GA has a request pending for a possession only
license amendment to its TRIGA Mark ' reactor license (R-38). The enclosed
decommissioning plan also addresses GA's TRIGA Mark | reactor. Accordingly, GA
hereby also requests termination of License R-38.

The objective of GA’'s TRIGA Reactor Facility Decommissioning Plan is to obtain
regulatory release of the facility and associated site to unrestricted use. The approach will
be to decontaminate and dismantle the facility and, as necessary, remediate the soil to
achieve a site that meets the approved criteria for release to unrestricted use. The
enclosed decommissioning plan addresses the entire TRIGA Reactor Facility. This facility
houses the Mark | and Mark F reactors plus what remains of the decommissioned Mrk Il
reactor (namely the pool and certain remaining activated reactor components stored
therein). The Mark Il facility license (R-100) was terminated on December 10,1975.

The decommissioning plan for GA's TRIGA Reactor Facility describes how the
TRIGA Reactor Facility decommissioning project will be conducted in compliance with
applicable regulations and in a manner that wili assure protection of the health and safety
of workers, the public and the environment.
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GA appreciates your assistance in considering this request and trusts that you will
find the information in the enclosed pian fully sufficient for you to act favorably on our
request at your earliest convenience. GA is prepared and desirous of commencing the
decommissioning activities as soon as possible. If there is anything that GA couid do to
assist in the expeditious review and approval of the enclosed plan, please do not hesitate
to contact me at (619) 455-2823.

Very truly yours,

Dr. Keith E. Asmussen, Director
Licensing, Safety and Nuclear Compliance

Enclosure:  General Atomics TRIGA Reactor Facility Decommissioning Plan, dated April
1997 (3 copies)

cc:  Regional Administrator, U. S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission, Region IV (1 copy)
Dr. Gerard Wong, California DOHS, Radiologic Health Branch (1 copy)
Mr. Frank A. Wenslawski, NRC Region IV WCFO (letter only)
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