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On January 6 and on January 8, 1986, with the Plant shutdown for refueling
with all fuel movements completed, watertight fire doors to safety-related
equipment rooms were found open by NRC inspectors. In the first case, the
door was for the East Safeguards Equipment Room and in the second case, for
the Auxiliary Feedwater Pump Room.

Technical Specifications require fire barriers to be operable at all times.
An hourly fire inspection is acceptable as an alternate action. In one of the
occurrences, the door was open approximately one hour and ten minutes and in
the other case, for an indeterminate time period. No compensatory measures
had been provided for either door.

The occurrences were attributed to personnel errors in that the requirements
for fire doors were not followed.

The doors were secured immediately. Announcements and notifications were
provided to individual supervisors and all plant personnel concerning fire
door requirements.

In both events, plant conditions did not require the equipment within the
affected fire area to be operable. Therefore, no additional risk resulted
from e'ither occurrence.
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Description of Event

At 1030 on January 6, 1986 with the plant in a refueling shutdown, the fire
door [NF, DR] to the East Safeguards Equipment Room was found open by a
Nuclear Regulatory Commission (NRC) inspector. A rubber hose had been placed
through the door opening for a maintenance activity. No personnel were in the
area and no compensatory measures had been implemented for an inoperable fire
barrier. The fire door is a watertight submarine hatch and is not capable of
utilizing a self-closing mechanism.

At 1244 on January 8, 1986, with the plant in a refueling shutdown, the fire
door to the Auxiliary Feedwater Pump room was found open by an NRC inspector.
No personnel were in the area and no compensatory measures had been
implemented for an inoperable fire barrier. The door is a watertight hatch
and is not capable of utilizing a self-closing mechanism.

Technical Specification 3.22.5 provides that all penetration fire barriers
protecting safety-related areas shall be functional at all times. With a
penetration fire barrier not intact, an hourly inspection of the penetration
fire barrier is required if an operable fire detector is located in the area.
An operable fire detector was available in both of these occurrences.

A review of the Auxiliary Feedwater Pump room security system access card
reader determined that the door had been open for approximately one hour and
ten minutes. The last entry was identified as a non-nuclear utility employee.

Access to the East Safeguards Equipment room was not monitored and no specific
period of inoperability could be determined.

Cause of Event
i
1

These events were attributed to personnel errors. In one case, the
responsible individual failed to notify the shift supervisor of the need for
compensatory measures. In'the second event, the door was not properly closed
following routine access.

Corrective Action

The doors were immediately secured. Announcements were placed in the plant
daily and weekly bulletins to remind personnel of the fire door requirements.
A letter was issued to plant supervisors to advise them of these events and to
request them to review the fire door requirements with their subordinate 1
personnel.
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Analysis of Event
'

During both events, the plant was shutdown for refueling with all fuel
movements complete. In this condition, the equipment contained in the
affected areas is not required to be operable. Therefore, no additional risk
resulted from this occurrence.

Current Technical Specifications require fire doors to be functional at all
times. A Technical Specification change was submitted on November 21, 1985,
to require fire doors to be functional whenever the equipment protected by the
door must be operable. Under the proposed Technical Specification, no
reportable occurrence would have developed.

Additional Information

This Licensee Event Report has been submitted to describe a condition
prohibited by Technical Specifications. The occurrence was not initially
recognized as a reportable event. Therefore, the report date is not within
30 days of the date of discovery.
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March 19, 1986

US Nuclear Regulatory Commission
Document Control Desk
Washington, DC 20555

DOCKET 50-255 - LICENSE DPR-20 - PALISADES PLANT -
LICENSEE EVENT REPORT 86-009 - FIRE DOORS
INOPERABLE BY BEING LEFT OPEN

Licensee Event Report (LER) 86-009, (Fire Doors Inoperable By Being Left-Open)
is attached. This event is reportable ' to the NRC per 10CFR50.73(a)(2)(i) .

- .

Brien D Johnson

: Staff Licensing Engineer

| CC Administrator, Region III, USNRC
NRC Resident' Inspector - Palisades
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