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1891 W. Chestnut St. 1

t
~

Washin6 on,- Pa.15301-2637
,

Tele.: 412 225 3524. >l
Nuclear Regulatory Commission j
11545.Rockville Pike 'iWashington, D. C. 20555 2<

Dear Sirs: 5

i

I am a concerned citizen of-Washington. Pennsylvania, who over |
the: years has read.of situations such as the one now facing the peo- .i

.

ple=of this; area. In.the nearby town.of Cannonsburg,zPa.,emillions~ .i
, of dollars of. taxpayers money was spent in recent years to clean up

radioactive waste deposited in that area. .i

I live in a nearby area called Ellwood Park; property that I' i

purchased just a few years ago. Under my.back yard there is an~un-- 1
der. ground creek that is piped beneath my driveway.into.an-open !
sewer. The water flows _ continuously even in the dryest weather., i

. .If' do called . " low level radioactive waste" is stored underground
,

above my property what is to prevent.this material from gradually- i
,

-

being leached into the ground, picked up by:the water from this creek i
.

and. passed directly beneath my home? .i

My son and I discussed this issue and he (also a~ Chemist) sug- !
gested that I-purchase a Geiger counter, and moniter the water passing j

.

under my driveway. ;

. )
'According to articles in our local newspaper, we are advised'that l

your department or-departments are fully aware,of the plans of the !

Molycorp Corporation. (Copies enclosed of these article's and other ;

pertinent letters and data.) |-
)

I.am personally sending you this information,so that in the I

. future I'will know: personally that.your Commission is fully aware :
of what I ~ and others consider a predicament. j

)
i

1

i

Y urs truly,

$$
Enc. Fr'ank , yjgy 7

flL |b'f
9703060398 970223
PDR ADOCK 04008778
C PDR
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TO: Residents of Elwood Park and Surrounding Areas
,

!

FROM: A Concerned Friend

; DATE: January 10,1997

SUBJECT: Canton Township Meeting
Tuesday, January 14,1997 1

5:00 P.M. @ Township Building )
!

*******************************************************
;i

,

Molycorp Inc. has asked for NRC approval to bury
low level radicective waste within hundreds of feet of
your neighborhood. This waste contains thorium which is
currently located in the flood plain within the Canton

3

Township plant and also thorium with a low quantity of !
radium and uranium from their York plant. Molycorp has ]
been working on this project for years but only

'

recently decided to make it public. Although an
Environmental Impact Statement must be completed and &
public hearing held, we must get the township |

SUPERVISORS to act now to protect our best interests.
Because as stated in the newspaper, they have made a-

second request for NRC approval to move the York waste
to Canton for temporary storage.

.

PLEASE SHOW THE SUPERVISORS YOUR CONCERNS BY,

ATTENDING THE NEXT TOWNSHIP MEETING.ON TUESDAY,

JANUARY 14 AND ALL FUTURE MEETINGS TO VOICE YOUR
OPINIONS AND TO UNDERSTAND WHAT IS HAPPENING.~

4

f h Thank you.

v9 fi-

fod ,#1

c,b b Y'O
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^ January 14, 1997
1891 W. Chestnut Street

C,p(Att$t/OLf Washington, Pa. 15301-2637,

Tele.: 412 225 3524j { g,

Dear Mr. Pettit,

My name is Frank Weber, and if you recall we had a brief
' discussion at the township meeting last evening re Molucorp, Inc.

request for NRC approval to bury low level radioactive waste in
our area.-

I indicated that I was a Chemist, and while not an author-
,

! ity on radioactiva metals such as Radium, Uranium and Thorium, I am
quite familiar with these metals since I werked as an analyst with
metals as well as non-metals, analyzing same both qualitatively and

; quantitatively for about twenty yea rs in St. Louis, Mo., and at
| Findlay Refractories here in Washington, Pa. for eighteen years

before my retirement in 1990.

Radioactive materials have life spans of from a few minutes,
to Radium 226 of the Periodic Family 2A which has a life span of
2440 years. (Ref.: Herman T. Briscoe " General Chemistry" 3rd Ed.)

, While Environmental Agencys monitor all radioactive ma.-
!

erials and require licenses to purchase and dispose of same, there
have been numerous instances where these materials have contaminat-
ed very large areas, and have cost taxpayers enormous sums to de-
contaminate these areas. 1. e. New York, Sunset Beach in Missouri,
etc.

! The letter, copy of which I found in my mailbox at the
| above address was from a " concerned friend" -- no signature. It

was the first I had heard of this. I did not see any mention of
this in the newspapers. I worked at Findlay next to Molycorp for,

; eighteen years and I know how many cars Molycorp paid to have re- ,

j painted because of damage from the effluent from their roasters.
|

I believe as individuals we should personally contact ithe NRC, or follow whatever correct precedure is necessary to I

personally bring this situation to their attention.

I do not believe there is such a thing as " temporary |
storage" of " low level" or any type of radioactive waste. l

Again, I do not claim to bean authority,but I would be
willing to be of help in any way.

> Yours trulv, '

O M g.. N
| Frank L. Weber
|

|

|
:
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EDITORIALS !

Molycorp is being
open with community

Through much of the first part of Representatives of Molycorp have
this century, radium was produced at met individually with about 30 resi-
a plant near Canonsburg, and ra- dents who live near the Caldwell Av-
dioactive waste was rather casually enue plant. An informationallibrary
dumped nearby. The dangers of this will be set up and be open to the pub-
material were not well known at the lic even after normal working hours.
time, either by workers at the plant or A companyoflicermet with Canton
by those wholived nearby.The clean- Township officials this week to outlineup efforts at this site in the 1980s be- the company's plans. Additionally,it
cameasourceofcontroversyandfear agreed to schedule a public meeting to
in Canonsburg.

be attended by health and engineering
Contrast this unhappy bit of histo- representatives.

ry with what is being proposed at the
Molycorp plant in Canton Township. Molycorp will not be able to act
Thecompanywantstobuildastorage without approval from the Nuclear
cell for radioactive slag that was cre. Regulatory Commission, which is in
ated as a byproduct ofits operation in a better position to evaluate the mer-
the 1900s. Its of the plan than anyone locally.

| The proposal has generated criti- But Molycorp is being open about
cism fmm residents, especially in the what it wants to do and accessible to
Ellwood Park neighborhood.Whilewe those who are fearful about the con-
lack the scientific knowledge either to sequences. As a msult, itis along way
assess the company's plan or to reas- from from the Canonsburg situation,
sure (or support) the critics, we believe where widespread ignorance gave
the companyis goingabout things the way to community alarm when the
right way. facts were known,
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W, p the people of Canton Township comments regardmg Sen. Santorum's services. Over the years the library has

should be very concerned about a recent visit to Washington High School, offered many programs and classes for
proposed radiation dump site on the As a senior preparing for college,I adults and children. Books and
Molycorp grounds. Radiation, no matter think his remarks were totally out of information from other libraries across
how it's stored, can seep out over a touch with the majority of studentr., of an the state can be accessed from right here.
period of time. Radiation can cause urban high school. The nature of his The librarian and her staff are dedicated
cancer and other health problems. feelings regarding opportunities for to serving the people of the area.

Ilive in the west end of Canton superior private colleges are probably Unfort unately, we now find ourselves
Township. I know over a handful of best suited for wealthier, suburban in a financial crunch with no immediate
people who have had or have died of school districts. prospects for increas ed state or local
cancer in this area. My father died at the I find it diiIicult to understand how funding. One way to solve this dilemma
young age of 44 of cancer. I myself at the Rick Eantorum ever secured election to is to cut services and hours, an
age of 22 developed tumors in myjaw the U.S. Senate. His attitude often times alternative we hope to avoid. The other
and had to be operated on.To this day I ap; eared indignant, and on more than solution is to appeal once again to the
still have problems with my jaw from on( occasion he failed to let a member of generosity of our local supporters. The
time to time. the audience ask a complete question library has launched a winter fund drive

I would like to raise my kids in this without repeatedly interrupting him or and support from the community will be
area because this is where I grew up. her. deeply appreciated. Any donation helps

We the people of Canton Township 1 feel the speech Santorum delivered the library to continue to provide the
and Washington should not allow was unprofessional and did not relate to high quality services we have come to
radiation waste to be trucked into our his audience. He did more to dissuade 18 expect and to keep a vital community
lives. Tell them to bury it where they year-olds from voting and getting resource operating.
make it in York County. We do not want involved in the electoral process. In my Sheila Repole
it in our area and we should do whatever young life I have had opportunity to Burgettstown
it takes to keep it out. hear a number of politicians speak, both

Republican and Democrat, and I would The water is a member of tne
Dawn Slonoker have to place Sen. Santorum at the Burgettstown Community Ubrary Board.

Canton Township bottom of mylist.

Ryan F. KingTake up a petition Washingten
This is for the people living in Canton

Township.
Have someone in each neighborhood A valuable resource

in the township get a petition and have if you have ever taken your child to a
everyone in that neighborhood sign it story hour, researched a report topic,
and then send it to Gov. Ridge. borrowed a best seller or video free of We solicit your letters for publication on

It doesn't cost anything for the charge or taken an informative class at a this page. Wnte:

petition. Tell Gov. Ridge what Molycorp very economical price, then you know OPINION PAGE EDITOR
is planning and explain why you don't what a valuable re3ource the Observer-Reporter

want this storage pit built. Burgettstown Community Library is for 122 South Main St.
Someone very close to me died of the citizens of this area. What you may Washington, PA 15301

cancer in 1971, not realize is how the library manages to r FAX your message:
2252mThere are people who are very close to offer these services and where the

me living not far from Molycorp. I don't funding comes from. or email us at:
want to see them or anyone else dying of The library receives less than $2.000 ORnews@ cobweb. net
cancer because this company wants to per year from the Burgettstown School Letters must be signed and the wnter
build a storage pit and bring in low level District. the borough and Smith must include his/ner address and
radioactive waste from its York County Township. State money covers telephone number for venfcation.
plant. approximately only one quarter of Please keep them reasonably short.

annual operating costs. The remainder Your letters are subject to editing for
Mary L Rodgers of the funds comes from the generous length. clarity and taste. The signature

Washington donations oflocal patrons. must appear with the letter in the

The Burgettstown Community newsp per. For more information, call:

Library is open over 40 hours per week LOU FLORIAN
including evening and Saturday hourt 222 2200 ext. 2404

Ccntorum is out of touch There is a meeting room availa'ble to the 1800 222 NEWS *"'~
I would like to add snma additW d d H e * =H ~ "' -- '
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Cease and-desist |
'

>

I

Molycorp says order to halt work on radioactive waste site is premature i,

BY CHRISTIE CAMPBELL decide whether the site complies day night the company has a mu- sion to buihl the storage cell for the
nit oB5f H'.i P RL M)RIE R with zoning ordinances. pie of drill rigs on top of a hill check. radioactive slag produced there in

- ' - ' - - - After the meeting, when Town. ing geology and underground wa- the 1960s. Most of it is currently ,

tinder pressure frinn its resi- ship Solicitor John C. l'ettit was ter. The company is also in the buried in a mound on Caldwell Av- [
dents. Ihe t'anton Township su- asked if the township has a legal process of making preparations to enue. Because that aiva is in a flood !
pervisons ann *11 Tuesday to tell right to make Molycorp stop work, clean out coal tar left from a turn- plain the company wants to rehicate j

Molyt ut p Inc. It must stop work on he replied,"I'm not go.ng to answer of the-century mine. it to a higher elevatinn on its prop- [
a low les el i adioactive site. that. no comment." "We're not building anything at erty. t

The supervisors plan to send a But a Molycorp ofTicial said the all," she said. "We can't go anead Molycorp recently cleaned up >

letter to Monycorp, telling the com- company is only doing clean-up and buihl the cellor move any of the radioactive soil on a neighboring
ymy n must immediately cease work at the site and was unsure if thorium (a low-level radioactive property. That soil is curivntly
.md deust .dl operations" until a planning commission approval is material) without expressed q stored in on site containers.
put he incet mg Feb. 27. needed for that. proval from the NitC." Molycorp has also petitioneil

itesulents said they want the Barbara Dankmyer, resident Molycorp wants approval from
tow n,shi , planning commission to manager for Molycorp. said Tues- the Nuclear Itegulatory Commis- > SEE CEASE, A2

:
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as Molycorp andfthetx:ople

just as incerevethebestinterestso
*_ s

Sako ich.v

would have tha'ur zoningor-
doithere." atheart" saidTim

ha

something. If you'reer tosayit's outsideo rtothe 'I do think we
dinances andyoucan'tThe motiontosendalettereport by .andyou'renotdo-wnship can tell_ . . _ _ _ _ who at- to doright

buildingahouse
residentsliveinEllwo d

a h
h rmanJolmcompany came ftermeetingheldJan.15 wit

o

ing it right the toyou to top" said C a
a

Most of the
i

and supervi'sor Ron;sendtheletter to.lopment overtendedthemeeting Molycorp.h com.
park,ahousingdeveldwell AvenuePettitonrepresentativesofPettitsaidhebelievedt ecere in its p.

s

Unrue.Unrue Vel-:

. CEASE
con-

the hillfrom the Cassed theirabout
a hn

Megyesy votedtoMolycorp. Super isor Jo
'

lagonitsprop-
pany was being sinproachtobury thesfrankly was impressehwhichthey trie

vi

plant. They expresuper isorseffectsof thera- d
has. scheduled an,

v
was absent.cerns to the 9 p.m.Thurs-

FROM PAGE ONE between 3,000 to possiblelongterm Molycorp tonTowiththesincerity witt particular wn-erty. "Icancer

openhouse from3today, Feb. 27,in the Cand essresidents'ubone

worked withuson tha
twu hourof radioactive. diation. can give yo give it to you jthe NRC tobring day which was bout ah y seem gen-"This i eittoyou shipfirehall, toad randit s not going toorro ;it'sgoingtogvno ," said one

a

$.up) cubic yardsdYork plant to~ session," hesaid "T e
ve allques-thepro : ha

slag from its closeWashingtontoteburiedin
w w her concerns.

uineintheireffortsto
C:

cellliecause f NR ' tom 20 years fromwho declined to gived" "Weareo

tionsfairly answere .But residents objected.valprocessis: woman jumpeda
po edstorageregidations,the approbetween three to"WefeelMolycorphasadded. "Ourname.seeking

of steps." shemissionhasthepow-expected to taketive years. Molycorhe NRC tobuild
isp

couple

ellforlow-le planningcomvel

permission from tano -sitestoragecn
active slag.

.| radio ,-
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Molycorp outlines radioactive storage plans
BY CHRISTIE CAMPBELL. ductmg a rnk assessment and en control over what goes next 1:
int on(,[ijvf 9 ut cow F 'We're very reluctant- v n onment:d impact study. The over top of it." she s.nd.

Ellwood Park residents will te in to Send the material ro and is expected to take five
,

no da nger should Molycorp inc. re- Outside our Control.' g, yg, is a hbek. Ebm.look. vent thorium from leakar
ceive approval Io bury low-level ra. -

dioactive material on its property' Barbara Dankmyer ing slag which contains thorium, a I)ankmyer said The $torag-

a rompany representative toid Mohemp resutent manap natural radioactive material in would helmed w ith a gootext
lirazilian iron ore Between 1%1 er of plastic. with several la> |Cant on ' Township ofTicials

Wed nesda y. Y- nnd imn. M" Ire"rn Prod"ced fer. clay. son and sand capped by si

rocolumbium.an mgrnhent used toI tarhat.a Dank my er, resident
-

manager foi Molycorp. met with Molycorp representatives have st rengt hen steel. h om t he ore. ,l'he in Octohet the rompant ci
u4 cu ic y: rd nta

.

township supervisors soheitor met one onone with about 30 msi- slag which looks like the rock oh.
dent 4 in the area ofIhe Caldwell Av- sidian, was a hyproduct and was.loim C. Pettit and mmocipal engi.

neer William .1. Garrow to otr.line enue plant. Dankmyer said the used to hil in ponds around the
,

.

,

the company's plans to clean up and compa ny intends 1o keep people in- plant.
.

31 ore t he materiak formal of1 heir plans and has set up in the 1970s Ihe company

The meeting had been planned an informational library people cleaned up those ponds and stored TN company is building
before about :6 rendents attended can visit during business hours. the material in a mound at 1he site. ces road 1o the propos"d stora i
the supervisors' meeting Tuesda) Arrangements can be made for Dankmyer explamed the company to clean up an old coal tar pit
to express their concerns ahout the people who work to visit the library mus1 relocate the material he- gg. row said towdip ordh

af ter normal work hours. cause it is ir. a 100 year flood plain. did not rmire a Fre &proposal.
Dankmyer outImed the process Dankmyer agreed to meet with Itera use of fhe liability in- company Orst began the road il

ay which Molyco p is requesting residents concerned alamt the pro- volved in moving the material to a company has since applied Ie
permiu mn f rom the Nuclear Reg- posed storage facility and will also commercial sites in South Carolina -

ulatory Commission to build an on- ask health and engineeri'ig repre. or Utah, Dankmyer said the com Molycorp operated at 11$
s ue storage cell Ior about 40.(KK) cu. sentat ives to attend. A special pany would prefer a localion on its from the 1920s until 1991 1.as
loc yards of radioarme slag. The meeting is expected to be scheduled Lacre propertF- it restarted operations on s 1.
company is also seeking NHC ap. within a couple of weeks. probabl> "We're very reluctant to send basis but nolonger produce. .
proval to brmg hetween 3.tKKI and at the fire hall. the material outside our controll dioactive byproducts. If the e
5 tKx) cubic yards of material f rom Molycorp cannot proceed with Dankmyer said. While the com- storage cell is approced. Mol
its closed York County piant to its plan until the NHC reviews it met rial site would serve as a will be rapiired by the NRC-
Washington. Dankmyer said the and holds puhhc hearings. The guardian. Molycorp would remam tablish a fund for future n;
company has no plans to bring any process includes taking core sam- responsible f or it. nance of the site even if the c.
other material to the site. ples of the proposed site, and con- "If we send it to a sne we have no ny leaves the area.

I
'*

JURY CONWCTSERAN OF ASSAUIIING YOUNGWEL-PAGE B2 .
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BY CHRIST 1E CAMPBELL pany will host an npen house to att i

MF 08Sf Pvi R Pf rORT[R gwer rpgjdengs quMlions about
a '3 s" ,

* * '
.

D - }#
'

Wivnerp bwwrs are reviewing cmnpany pbns tn issua .ts g j ;,
- ' '

*i , -
d-

'
|

- - W ** ' 8* t.
i rensest from the Canton Town- sete report to the NitC by tha end of 1

.
.

fi '
'' ,) {- g ~*,lup super vis<>rs to halt any work arch Dankrnyer sahl pdycorp

Ik,', 3,.mnnectat with a proposed low lev- rnay miss that deadlme if work is
.

el i adiation stot age site, the com- "b
-

pany said Wednesday. The inwnship is mptesting
The supervisors hand deliv- hfolycorp alter its open house for-

armt a lettar to Molycorp Wednes- mat.The enmpany plans to hold the .. ,

day requesting the enmpany to open house from 3 to 9 p m. in the
.

. ,. - y . 4 pp ., ,,
stop work on a hillside above its
Caldwell Avenne phnt after rest. dents to view displays of the site .

-
f.utowns p hm hall to enable wsi.

,.!cnts inci4ted phns le first and ask gunHons.11rief presenta. ,

bruneht tefore the township plan- tintts willbe given at 4.6.and 8 p.rn. ~3>ning commission.
H"*" ' MS' dents have ra. ~.

Molveurp is seeking permis- questal an open rueetingte held at
don'from the Nuclear Regulatory .

.a spectGc Umm - .a
Cainmission to build an on site "It remains the strong desire of

- ,e
storage fat itily to bury an cotimat. many Canton residents to have an . - .5,

ed M.DM e @ic yards or sdioactive f ,, ,;My.j, -c--actual meating at which time.
: ' Y.p,w-CM;.. g ,,yf

stag - -

everyona that ch<nses to nttend can
O*mpany ofUrials say the only share collectivelv in the thotights F.

; wnrk teing done rehtes in a " site 8"'I ideas that arnschanged in re- . P.? -* [ 4.*

'-
N .g t ' . %[-;

. ,

characterintion.** a study to de- gards to thiS perucct." the letter 8
, j,' M h ,Q.;.1%y , etermine if the property is suitable frorr. tha township reads. It asks ... -

-

fpt , r %,-f v such a prniact, as required by Molycorp to scheihile a meeting for .. >
C3 q*, gjfthe NRC. 8 p m.. following an open house '- ./;g kg..: Q1;] , . g.g.;M dycerp resident manager imm 3 to 8 p m.

"

Ibrbara Dankmyer said,"We are
not building anything or moving Dankmyer said the enmpany [ by~.

any of the sbg at the moment and but residents are welcome to attend
, ,. ,, c. ,,.a -r,'j |A; $cyt. . 3-Ab

~
g/

8, "
'

has no plans to change its format.
-a *

. ,, _ghhave no pbns to do sn.so we see no
.

D~' --
s eason in wase and dasist.-

as a group.
- [ .vM'- *. M"There wdi te lots of opportu- XO ' *Townchip Solicitor John C. Pet. _ e p g'' -nities tu be nh!c tn express exactly

. K' *"s.. 2.
''

tit uid Wednesday he had re. '

quested, not ordered, the company what t* eir opinions ar*." she snid. "C'"*"*'*'
i

to stop work.The township is also Design enginaers and health
asking Molycmy to acknemledge.in care experts vill he available at the Geologist Dave Cercone of Verona checks water samples from a core site at Molycorp*s propos<d disposal site in a fir # j'

writing. its willmeness to ccase and open house to address residents- a Quarter of a mile from the company's Canton Township plant.
desist until F'eh. 27, when the com- conce ns,

-

!

|

j i

<

,

I

I

.

I

,

i
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Canton to Molycorp: See you in court j
Township to seek injunction against proposed storage of radioactive waste '"','|'"'" ="d'""''|;'"'""' ;""|i f",T'|j,';|,3=|,;'a~ j" '

,, , ,

ttw Ilealth Department study. sm wditn this n>mmunity." he saki. I

SY CHRIST!E C AhtPBELL sors tmaninwatsly voted to seek the The rumpany is .t+kmg per- Depar t ment of Ilealth so rtmduct a ing esttwr that department et the flut solicitor John C Ii trit reo
IHE Deist RMR Rf M)RTER rotirt order. mihhm from the Nuclear Retmla. sitaly of health priddems experi- Centers for Disease Control in At ominended the matter be turned *

tory Onnmissain to 19nid a per- enced by famle living withm a tanta conid provide a etnut, unt) over to the planning ammussi, f"*"***"8d"*" About 70 people who crammed nunent storagetril for amt costive three gitat tty mile atra of the IM du4 'rM s good, that's go which nmht tvview a site plan asinto the township ineeting rixntiAnga v that Midsan'p Inc. is slag ami to move stmliar nuternal Caldwell Avenne plant ing to tw tin only depar tnwnt witt derate w hether klot on P 4*'h'- !g g g V
'nmtinumg with plants to store from its rhmni Yot k County pl.mt ,

twnu to do t his type nf study.- fied for a change of use tt ets pnep.
low lewt raisoactive waste on- '"!und hm passad to Washmgton. Harlmra Ikmkmyer, resident

sle said- e:1y..

site. resulents of Canton Town- On Jan. 29 the township re. manager for Molycorp. tlet tinett to
Along with tie injuncthm. the n>mment on the injunethm te Tlw rnpiest to enjoin Molycot t One ummber of the pluming=4 spTir 4Lig tbsnanik litstamntid ytwstni the nempany stop all ac- townslup is tetsutstang that m- quest until attortwys have re- fnen ats work was nude by t:llwou' commission. Chad Smdh. s qua ted

*

superusors no to ruurt and seek ari tivity n latt<t to itseleanup arul stor-
tamers of radioactive soil, present viewat it. Any action on the cim- l'at k nsident Tim Sakovich, wtw on a nutting he and twu othersanpmetum to stop the wot k. age of maste. Itut Molyrorp reject, siiuv the ss.it was rieannt up from tainers filled with soil would come said the township's zoning ordi memixts had with Molyrorp Jan' i. At t?ie end 4a wminute meet- ni the scytu st saymg it was en-
neMdenng Hn Hay Rehm1ones tinder the jurisdiction of the NRC nruire does not allow activitin 33.ine and fulbmini:an earher vote to gael in site perturatum aiul had

seter the nutter to the township s twe startni nmstriertmm of a stor age = she said. "hy ate awatv oi tt and that t itiit radioactivty. -Mol:. (* """- ""#

plann mg commmuut. the sigervi- tvil. The styn rt eaus u iti alw ask ihe how t fre storing it. Tlw NRC has corp's m tems are truly not as sm > sEE COURT, A2

Cent !
'
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ness in the neighborhoods border-

FROM PAGE ONE
ing that plant are remarkable,"he
wrote to the supervisors.

Smith said he was more con.
Sheila D. McKinney, who lives 3

I

corned about possible arsenic by. on findley Street, agreed. She '

products and lead at Molycorp's said she and is of her neighbors
j

site, as well as potential hat. have sufferedillhealthfromliving i

near the plant.McKinney said she !

ardous snaterial other manufae. has lost 136 pounds, has cataracts ;

turing facilhies may have dumped anda heartproblem that doctors at
in the area. "It makes radioactive Allegheny General Hospital at-
material look small," he said, tribute to low-level radiation.
"Many people who are stck right .
now are sick because of what is Reports that people were work-
here right now, not from what ingon thesiteatmidnight Monday
they're going to bring in here " were discounted by Dankmyer,

Smith urged the township to She said the company had hired a '

security guard to watch the area af.
}ask Molycorp for chemical and . tera windshieldona truck was bro.toxin reports on soll samples; that

areas leading up to Ellwood Park; dom act of vandalism," she said.
-iit conduct soiland water testingin ken,"We considered it to be a ran-

-

andprovideradioactive test kits to She beheves lights residents re.
;

portedareingwas theguard drivingsurrounding homeowners.
his truck around the site.
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Melycorp awa'ts NRC OK of company plan
Y CHRISTIE CAhtPSELL corp. noted that constrwtion of the commerwe unless NRC approvalis and solicitor John C. Pettit. "A paddic hearing stu h as youe 164 Hstk RtPOR1ER prvpwed storagetvilhas not staried ohtafned As this apprvval pruress However,at the last supervisor's propose su ytiurJan 29 letter is pie

and mon a mail the Nuclear Regula. will take some time, Molycorp a til meeting. residents asked that tr> mature" the letter read, addmgWlynarp Inc. said Tuesday it tory Commissiori aptwuves Ebdy- have ample tinw toconsider or ad-
stead of a six hour open house,the that stu-h a pe cedmg may be ap-o e u.mply with Canton Towt> cort /s detummissitanns plan. dress coruvrns of the board ti su- company set a 4pecific meeting propriate at a later date.tp's requnt Iha* st stop work on

The company said the only pervisorsand residents 7 thelethe time. 'that request was also in-
.roponed storage cell for low lev- work being done at the site is cer- states. cluded in the supervisor's " cease Molycorp reiterated that it has
u tuative maste twcause it is tain testmg and sampling as par 1 tf The township had asked the and desist" letter, f a t s"p -

- t workmg on the cell.
a site evalustron process in ortler to company to stop war k untd a puty lloweverc Dankmyer's letter

*

The cumpany was responding to report to the NRC by the end of lic meetmg is held Feb. 27 in the said that since the project is in its dress any cur cernr, about therease and desist" request the Marth. township fire hall. preliminary stages. MWycorp be- clean up project and intends to Ii nship supers:surs made Jan. 29. "Ifowever, please acwpt our as- Molycorp had orTered to mn hict heves the origmal plan for an Winue to do so.
in a irtter dehvered to the surances that construction of the an oprn hou3e following a Jan.15 open house would be the most ef. None of the township supervi
s nship off we.14arbara Dank, proposed permanent storage ty!! it meet mg u nh the supervisor s. mu- testive way to convey latorma- sors were avadable .hr comment
a. rnident manager for Moly- self has not started and will not nicipaleugnurrWilhamJ Gattuw thm Tuesday.

. -
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Judge to rule on Molycorp Monday
CY CHRI5itE CAMPBELL created as a byprahrt of its oper . ceuld have any effects on resi h!olycorp decided Friday to post-h* ave a message.ation in the 1%0s. The ptvpos.d has dents' heahh or safety.rHi otl518nf R Rf FORTER pone nest week's open house. Last week, the township sugwegtwrated critirbm frmt *=si John Olshock, representing Company oincials regret can- visors refettwt the matter to fim
"##""**"

dents, especially in the El
Canton Township, argmst lefore celing theopen house. Ilut resident planning commission, which metA Washmgvon County Court Park neighten hood.
''nwry Frihy that thecompany has manager Ihrbara Dankmyer said Thursday night. The planharphbY m dl i=stle a dectsinn Monday In addt! ion to requestmg Moi

sed the mimirtpahty s pivvious the postponement was necessary commisbhe sahl it believe; Mokon L' mton1ow nship's reprst that corp halt all work on He storag; .est to stop wot k.
because the petition would over- corp has hint a change of use at itsMottnnp Inc. be ordered to halt site, the township asks in the petr

thndy Struk. Molycorivs ahor- shadow the hif armational intent of site.frnm manufarturmg to storageu tn k on mta.artsve m aste storage tkm. fihst Thursday, that the nnn ney, said the ownpany was not do- the open house.The event may te The board voted to ask the su
3,te

pany be prohibited from moving ra ing anything underhatukst *We ascheduhd afterlegalissues are te. pervisors to seek a change of use.hwhe Katherine it Emery dioactive material from its York havepsw overand above m hat the solved
trand testmwmv from both sides plant to Canton Township. The NRC (Ntulcar He*gulatory Corn The company has set up an in- pl.mning ammisshm and reqtiesi

from Molymrp for review by 16.

h hbv m moteinh unut She wdlei. township also wants Molytwp to re niissioni svguires." he said. Moly- formational room in its Caldwell the cognpany to submit a fullenvither schedule a hearing on the in.
move any ra<hoactive waste al- corp has a permit from the NRC to Avenue plant uhere peoplecan re-ronmental impact study of tlwjuruthen request or grant a pre. ready stored there in containers store radioactive material, he view rnaterial on the cleanup. To progrrty where the change tushmnurt injunction to present the and conduct a geofogical survey of said. Arut regarding the proposed date, only one resident has te been proposed

compmt from contmuing work at the site. Atut the court is asked to storagecill. Mruk saht *Weare in viewed the material thett.
The ton n .oip lus sect a letter to

t' htwril Awmm thnt tvquire the compemy to tuntact the nwst pichmmary stages of
Molycotp mvites residents the state Ih partownt of ficatth ieMoh ma p w ants tu huild a stor. health and environmental agen- thh protes-t "

uv u 11 W t.whisu ine slag that was caes to determme if tlw nutes tal in hrhi e.f ttw holguinwshngs.
with questmos about the projet t to
call 222Wr extensiort SJl. and questing a Iralth study of people '

m ho In e erar fiw pkant.x

.- - . _ _ . _,

w
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) ATTENTION ELLWOOD PARK RESIDENTS I
'

.

|
-

WAKE UPfllllllll!

WE, THE RESIDENTS OF ELLWOOD PARK, HAVE A VERY SERIOUS HEALTH |'
HAZARD ON OUR HANDS! ARE YOU AWARE THAT MOLYCORP, INC. IS IN THE
PROCESS OF DEVELOPING A RADIOACTIVE WASTE DUMP SITE SEVERELY CLOSE i^

TO OUR NEIGHBORHOOD (FOR SOME IT IS PRACTICALLY IN THEIR BACK YARDS)? |

A TOTAL OF 40,000 CUBlC YARDS (35,000 FROM A SITE MEAR MOLYCORP'8 PLANT
ON CALDWFJ.L & GREEN AND 5,000 SEANGiSHtPPED HERE FROM A CLOSED PLANT
IN YORK) WILL BE BUR!EO AY T>gs IRSP 84TE. WE HAVE TO STOP THIS NOW
BEFORE IT IS TOO LATE! MOLYCORP IS SHIPPING THE YORK PLANT'S WASTE !i HERE IN MARCH. '

WE HAVE TO COME TOGETHER TO FIGHT THISI ONE OR TWO PEOPLE WILL
NOT STOP THEM. THE SUPPORT OF THE ENTIRE NElGHBORHOOD IS NEEDED. l

'

THE CANTON TOWNSHIP SUPERVISORS ALREADY FEEL A MAJORITY OF ELL- '

WOOD PARKS' RESIDENTS DO NOT CARE ONE WAY OR ANOTHER ABOUT THIS
SITUATION. ONE REASON FOR THIS COULD BE DUE TO THE FACT THAT
MOLYCORP HAS ONLY CONTACTED A FEW OF THE NEIGHBORS REGARDING THE .'
DUMP SITE. OTHERS ONLY KNOW WHAT THEY READ IN THE NEWSPAPER. |

3

THE NEXT SCHEDULED TOWNSHIP MEETING IS TO BE HELD ON TUESDAY,;

FEBRUARY 11 AT 5:00 P.M. PLEASE COME TO SHOW YOUR SUPPORT AGAINST
MOLYCORPI SHOW THE SUPERVISORS AND MOLYCORP THAT WE DO NOT WANT
THEIR CANCER-CAUSING RADIOACTIVE WASTE To BE BURIED IN OUR BACK YARDI i
PLEASE DO NOT IGNORE THIS-IT WILL NOT GO AWAYlli YOUR HEALTH IS AT |

GREAT RISK!
)

HOPEFULLY, THE THOUGHT OF CONTRACTING CANCER WILL BE ENOUGH TO
MOTIVATE YOU TO FIGHT FOR OUR NEIGHBORHOOD. IN THE EVENT YOU ARE NOT
CONVINCED, HERE IS SOMETHING ELSE TO THINK ABOUT. WHAT DO YOU THINK
WILL HAPPEN TO PROPERTY VALUES AROUND HERE IF THIS DUMP GOES,

THROUGH? THEY WONT INCREASE, THAT'S FOR SURE! DONT THINK ABOUT
-

MAKING A PROFIT ON YOUR HOUSE SHOULD YOU TRY TO SELL IT LATER ON
; (THAT'S IF YOU CAN SELL IT AT ALL)!

PLEASE ATTEND THE MEETING. SHOW YOUR SUPPORT FOR YOUR
NElGHBORHOOD. GET INVOLVEDI

4

1

8
-

-

,

\-

f



> .
.

4

%
*

!
*

m.

.

|

i
*

B4 SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 23,1997

'

@bserver-Reporter
'

,

COMBINING*
Ehe 11)as!)ington Reporter Tile WASIIINGTON OBSEllVEll

Founded August 15,1808 Founded September 18,1871

JOHN L.S. NORTHROP, PRESIDENT AND CO-PUBLISHER

WILLIAM B. NORTHROP, VICE PRESIDENT AND CO-PUBLISHER
>

THOMAS P. NORTHROP, ASSISTANT PUBLISHER
W.B. NORTHROP JR., ASSISTANT PUBLISHER

' "
EDWARD R. DEVOGE, VICE PRESIDENT AND GENERAL MANAGER

PATTI J. LACOCK, VICE PRESIDENT AND SECRETARY

R. ALLEN SCHATZ, CHIEF FINANCIAL OFFICER AND TREASURER

A. PARKER BURROUGHS, MANAGING EDITOR
BARRY MARTIN. ADVERTISING DIRECTOR

*

' LOUIS F. FLORIAN. OPINION PAGE EDITOR RICHARD A. McCULLOUGH, CIRCULATION DIRECTOR

ROBERT W. McFEELY, DIRECTOR, COMMUNITY RELATIONS..o. ii

, , ,

EDITORIALS

E Jumping the gun
on Molycorp

The Canton Township. supervi, stage, only anecdotal. Similar com-
sors reacted to the concerns of wor- plaints in similar nmnbers might well
ried residents when they voted to seek be found in other neighborhoods far
an injunction against plans by removed from this kind ofindustri-
Molycorp to store low level radioac* al operation.
tiv'e waste on its property. Although The township is on more solid
its action will be politically popular, ground in asking for a study of the
the township is moving too fast. residents' health problems by the

Tirst, Molycorp needs the ap- state Health Department. Molycorp it-
proval of the federal Nuclear Regu. self supports such a study either by
latory Commission before it can the Health Department or by the fed-
build a permanent storage cell for ra- eral Center for Disease Control.
dioactive slag. This agency is far bet- Eitheragency should have the ex-
ter equipped tojudge the safety of the pertise to determine what relation, if
company's plans than a township any, these health problems may
board or a court. have to Molycorp. Their findings
' :Second, the complaims about would provide a sounder basis for
health problems in neighborhoods judgment than theanecdotal reports
around the Molycorp plant are, at this we are now hearing.

b


