February 23%, 1997

1891 W, Chestnut St.
Washington, Pa. 15301-2637
Tele.: 412 225 3524

Nuclear Regulatory Commiseion
11545 Rockville Pike
Washington, D. C., 20555

Dear Sirs:

I am a concerned citizen of Washington, Pennsylvania, who over
the years has read of situations such as the one now facing the peo- |
ple of thies area, In the nearby town of Cannonsburg,-Pa., millions ,
of dollars of taxpayers money wae spent in recent years to clean up
redioactive woete deposited in that area.

I live in a nearby area called Ellwood Park; property that I
purchased just a few years ago. Under my back yard there is an un- |
der ground creek that is pnined beneath my driveway into an open
rewer, The water flows continuously even in the dryest weather. |

If dn ralled "low level radinactive waste" ie stored undergrounid
above my property what is to prevent thies material from gradually
being leached into the grouad, picked ur by the water from this creek
and passed directly beneath my home?

My son and I discurred thie issue 2nd he (also a Chemist) sug-
cected that 1 purchase a Ceiger counter, and moniter the water paseing
under my driveway.

According to articles in our local newspaper, we are advised that |
your department or departments are fully aware of the nlans of the |
Molycorp Corporation, (Copies enclosed of tlese articles and other |
pertinent letters and deata.)

I am vercsonally sending you this information,so that in the
future I will know personally that vour Commisgion is fully aware
of what I and others consider a predicament.

Yours trulv, |

otn |
475Ei {%g@gﬁj%(f~.[()dlgxﬂr

Enc. . Weber

9703060398 97022
EDR ADOCK 04008238




TO: Residents of Elwood Park and Surrounding Areas
FROM: A Concerned Friend
DATE: January 10,1597

SUBJECT: Canton Township Meeting
Tuesday, January 14,1987
5:00 P.M. @ Township Building

s g g v g de ok ok g ok gk e o o ok o ok e ok o o ok o o ok o ok g e o o e ok o ok o g ok ok ok ok ok ok b o ok o o ok e o ke ok b ok

Molycorp Inc. has asked for NRC approval to bury
low level radicictive waste within hundreds of feet of
your neighborhood. This waste contains thorium which is
currently located in the flood plain within the Canton
Township plant and also thorium with a low quantity of
radium and uranium from their York plant. Molycorp has
been working on this project for years but only
recently decided to make it public. Although an
Environmental Impact Statement must be completed and &
public hearing held, we must get the township
SUPERVISORS to act now to protect our best interests.
Because as stated in the newspaper, they have made a
second request for NRC approval to move the York waste
to Canton for temporary storage.

PLEASE SHOW THE SUPERVISORS YOUR CONCERNS BY
ATTENDING THE NEXT TOWNSHIP MEETING ON TUESDAY,
JANUARY 14 AND ALL FUTURE MEETINGS TO VOICE YOUR
OPINIONS AND TO UNDERSTAND WHAT IS HAPPENING.

4 éc[ 0\0 Thank you.
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1891 W, Chestnut Street
Commisviolu Y¥ashington, Pa. 15301-2637
/J/LC, Tele.s 412 225 3524

Uear Mr., Pettit,

My name is Frank Veber, and if you recall we had a brief
discussion at the townsh ip meeting last evening re Molucorp, Ine.
request for NRC aporoval to bury low level radiocactive waste in
our area.

I indicated that I was a Chemist, and while not an author-
ity on radioactive metals such as fadium, Uranium and Thorium, I am
quite familiar with thece met=ls since I wrrked as an analyst with
metals as well as non-metals, analyzing same both qualitatively and
quantitatively for about twenty yea rs in St. Louis, Mo., and at
Findlay Refractories here in Washington, Pa. for eighteen years
before my retirement in 1990,

Radioactive materials have life spans of from a few minutes,
to Radium 226 of the Periodic Family 2A which has a life span of
2440 years. (Ref,: Herman T. Briscoe "General Chemistry" 3rd Ed.)

While Environmental Agencys monitor all radioactive mz.-
erials and require licenses to purchase and dispose of same, there
have been numerous instances where these materials have contaminat-
ed very large areas, and have cost taxpayers enormous sums to de=-
contaminate these areas. i. e. New York, Sunset Beach in Missouri,
etc.

The letter, copy of which I found in my mailbox at the
avove address was from a "concerned friend" -- no signature. It
was the first I had heard of this. I did not see any mention of
this in the newespapers. I worked at Findlay next to Molycorp for
eighteen years and I know how many cars Molvcorp naid to have re-
vainted because of damage from the effluent from their roasters.

I believe as individuals we should personally contact
the NRC, or follow whatever correct precedure is necessary to
versonally “ring this situation to their attention.

1 do not believe there is such a thing as "temporary
gtorage" of "low level" or any type of radioactive waste.

Again, I do not claim to bean authority,but I would be
willing to be of help in any way.

Yours truly,

S 2 8 5. Walbal

Frank L. Weber
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Through much of the first part of
this century, radium was produced at
a plant near Canonsburg, and ra-
dioactive waste was rather casually
dumped nearby. The dangers of this
material were not well known at the
time, either by workers at the plant or
by those who lived nearby. The clean-
up efforts at this site in the 1980s be-
came a source of controversy and fear
in Canonsburg.

Contrast this unhappy bit of histo-
ry with what is being proposed at the
Molycorp plant in Canton Township.
The company wants to build a storage
cell for radioactive slag that was cre-
ated as a byproduct of its operation in
the 1960s

The proposal has generated criti-
cism from residents, especially in the
Ellwood Park neighborhood. While we
lack the scientific knowledge either to
assess the company's plan or to reas-
sure (or support) the critics, we believe
the company is going about things the
right way

Molycorp is being
open with community

Representatives of Molycorp have
met individually with about 30 resi-
dents who live near the Caldwell Av-
enue plant. An informational library
will be set up and be open to the pub-
lic even after normal working hours.

A company officer met with Canton
Township officials this week to outline
the company's plans. Additionally, it
agreed to schedule a public meeting to
be attended by health and engineering
representatives.

Molycorp will not be able to act
without approval from the Nuclear
Regulatory Commission, which is in
a better position to evaluate the mer-
its of the plan than anyone locally.

But Molycorp is being open about
what it wants to do and accessible to
those who are fearful about the con-
sequences Asaresult, it is a long way
from from the Canonsburg situation,
where widespread ignorance gave
way to community alarm when the
facts were known




We the pegple of Canton Township
should be very concerned about a
proposed radiation dump site on the
Molycorp grounds. Radiation, no matter
how it's stored, can seep out over a
period of time. Radiation can cause
cancer and other health problems

I live in the west end of Canton
Township. I know over a handful of
people who have had or have died of
cancer in this area. My father died st the
young age of 44 of cancer. I myself at the
age of 22 developed tumors in my jaw
and had to be operated on. To this day |
still have problems with my jaw from
time to time

I would like to raise my kids in this
area because this is where | grew up.

We the people of Canton Township
and Washington should not allow
radiation waste to be trucked into our
lives. Tell them to bury it where they
make it in York County. We do not want
it in our area and we should do whatever
it takes to keep it out

Dawn Sloneker
Canton Township

Take up a petition

This is for the people living in Canton
Township.

Have someone in each neighborhood
in the township get a petition and have
everyone in that neighborhood sign it
and then send it to Gov. Ridge

It doesn’t cost anything for the
petition. Tell Gov. Ridge what Molycorp
18 planning and explain why you don't
want this storage pit built

Someone very close to me died of
cancer in 1971

There are people who are very close to

me living not far from Molycorp. I don't
want to see them or anyone else dying of
cancer because this company wants to
butid a storage pit and bring in low-level
radioactive waste from its York County
plant

Mary L. Rodgers
Washington

Santorum is out of touch

Twoanld like tn add came additinnal

comments regarding Sen. Santorum’s
recent visit to Washington High School

As a senior preparing for college, |
think his remarks were totally out of
touch with the majority of students of an
urban high school. The nature of his
feelings regarding opportunities for
superior private colleges are probably
best suited for wealthier, suburban
school districts

1 find it difficult to understand how
Rick fantorum ever secured election to
the 7..8. Senate. His attitude often times

| apjeared indignant, and on more than

one occasion he failed to let a member of
the audience ask a complete question
without repeatedly interrupting him or
her

1 feel the speech Santorum delivered
was unprofessional and did not relate to
his audience. He did more to dissuade 18-
vear-olds from voting and getting

| involved in the electoral process. In my

voung life, I have had opportunity to
hear a number of politicians speak, both
Republican and Democrat, and | would
have to place Sen. Santorum at the
bottom of my list.

Ryan F. King
Washingten

A valuable resource

If you have ever taken your child to a
story hour, researched a report topic,
borrowed a best seller or video free of
charge or taken an informative class at a

| very economical price, then you know

what a valuable resource the
Burgettstown Community Library is for

| the citizens of this area, What you may
| not realize is how the library manages to

offer these services and where the

| funding comes from

The library receives less than $2,000
per vear fram the Burgettstown Schoo)
District. the borough and Smith
Township. State money covers
approximately only one-quarter of
annual operating costs. The remainder
of the funds comes from the generous
donations of local patrons.

The Burgettstown Community
Library is open over 40 hours per week
including evening and Saturday hours
There is a meeting room available to the

mithlins ag wall fne anies

e A ST~ e
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services. Over the years the library has
offered many programs and classes for
adults and children. Books and
information from other libraries across
the state can be accessed from right here
The librarian and her staff are dedicated
to serving the people of the area
Unfortunately, we now find ourselves
in a financial crunch with no immediate
prospects for increas :d state or local
funding. One way to solve this dilemma
18 to cut services and hours, an
alternative we hope to avoid. The other
solution is to appeal once again to the
generosity of our local supporters. The
library has launched a winter fund drive
and support from the community will be
deeply appreciated. Any donation helps
the library to continue to provide the
high quality services we have come to
expect and to keep a vital community

| resource operating.

The writer is a8 member of the
Burgettstown Community Library Board.

WRITE US!

We solicit your letters for publication on
this page. Write:

OPINION PAGE EDITOR
Observer-Reporter
122 South Main St
Washington, PA 15301
or FAX your message:
2262077

or email us at:
ORnews@cobweb.net

Letters must be signea and the writer
must include his/her agdress and
telephone number for verification
Please keep them reasonably short
Your letters are subject 1o editing for
lengih, clarity and taste. The signature
must appear with the letter in the
newspaper. For more information, call;

LOU FLORIAN

222-2200 ext. 2404
1-800-222-NEWS 1~ &
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Molycorp says order to halt work on radioactive waste site IS premature
BY CHRISTIE CAMPBELL decide whether the site comphes  day night the company has a cou ion to birild the storage cell for the
) " it PORTER with zoning ordinance ple of drii! rigs on top of a hill check radhoactive slag, produced there in

After the meeting, when Town ing geology and underground wa the 1960s. Most of 1t 1s currenty !

Unede essure from s resi ship Solicitor John C. Pertit was ter The company is also in th buried in a mound on Caldwell Av |
dents. the Canton Township su wsked if the township has a legal  process of making preparations to  enue. Because that area 1s in a flood
TRE I Tuesday to well right te make Molyveorp stop work clean out coal tar left from a twn plain the company wants te relocats
Muly oo wot must stop work on he replied, “I'm not goang to answer  of the-century mine it to a higher elevation on its prop

t low level radioactive site that, no comment We're not building anything at  erty
B } isors plan to send a But a Molycorp official said the il.” she sad “We can’t go ancad Molycorp recently cleaned ap
1" corg, teliing the com company is only doing clean-up  and build the cell or move any of the  radioactive soil on a neighborir,
Jrdd ! 1 immediately “cease work at the site and was unsure if  thorium (a low level radioactive  property. That soil s currentls
L opeer ation until a planning comnussion approval s material) withont expressed ' tored 1 on site containe
Pl B Feb. 25 needed for that proval from the NR( Molycorp has also petitioned
Resadont wd they want the Barbara Dankmver. resulent Molveorp wants approval from

tow nshig planming commission to nanager for Molycorp, sawd Tues the Nuclear Regulatory Commis p SEE CEASE, A2
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Molvcorp outlines radioactive storage plans

BY CHRISTIE CAMPBELL
ME O 1V B 8T

Ellwood Park residents will be in
no danger should Molveorp Inc re
ceve approval to bury low-level ra
dioactive material on ot property
A company  represemtative  told
Cantan Tawnshiy officials

W IRELh .11 i\

Baorbvira Dankonar,  resydent
manager for Molvearp, met with
WHSHID  SUHOeryisol sohieiton
bobin C Petdn andd miacpal enga
neer William . Garrow to ow i

the comipany’'s plans to clean up and
stare the material

The meeting had been planned
hefore about 45 resdents attendoed
mecting Tuesday
toexpress their coneerns abowt the

the SUPCrvisors

;:Y(I;"A\.Al

Dankimyver out! ped the Process
w which Malvearp s reguesting
soermisson from the Nuclear Keg
e sion 1o build an on
e storage coll tor about 40.000 cu
sl Thu
copany s also secking NRC ap
proval to bring between 3,000 and
5000 cubic vards of mater:al from
its closed York County piant to
Washington Dankmver said the
company has no plans to bring any
other material 1o the si

Comml

vards of radioaciive

v

‘We're very reluctam

10 send the matenal

outside our control
Barbara Dankmyer

Molycorp resident manager

v

Molyveorp representatives have
met ane-on-one with ahoot 30 151
dont< i the area of the Caldwell Ay
enue plant. Dankmvyer said  the
company mtends 1o keep people i
formed of thew plans and has set uy
an nformanonal hbrary  people
can visit during business hours
Arrangements can be made for
peaple who work 1o visit the librarn

after normal work how

Dankmyer agreed to meet with
residents concerned about the pro
posed storage tacilty and will also
ask health and engineering repre
sentatives to attend. A special
mecting is expected 1o be schoeduliv
within @ couple of wecks, probably
at the fire hall

Molveorp cannut procecd with
is plan until the NRC reviews it
and halds public bearings. The
process includes taking core sam
ples aof the proposed site, and con

ducting o Yisk sessmemt and en
study. Tha

i 1s expected to take five

VIroRmen! Inipact
l,:(""‘
Vears

At issue is o black, glassy-look
ing slae which contams thornnm, a
i material
Boetween 1964
orp produced o

naturasl radioactive
l;l iZzilan

and 197

1Mo o
Mol
roceduniiaum

strengthen €teel, from the orve. The
slog. which looks Like the rock ob
stddin, was a byproduct and wiis
used 1o 11l i ponds around the

incredient nsed to

‘”\‘Yx?

In the 19708 the  company
cleaned vy those ponds and stored
the material ina mound it the site
Dankmyer explamed the company

miust relocate the material be
Cattine 1118 1 o 10 vear flood plain
TR 154 of fhe habibity

moving the material to a
conmmercial sies in South Carolina

vaolved in

or Litah, Dankmyver sad the com
pany would prefer @ location on s
SOCACTE property

"Were very reluctant to send

the material outside our control,”
Dankmver said. While the com
mercal osite would serve as a
guardian, Molveorp would remain
responsible for it

If we send it to o site we have no

contral aver what goes poest

over top of 1t she said

The glassy material tend
veirt thormam  from leakin
Dankmver samd. The storu
waotlld be limed with 2 geotext
er of plastic. with several kin
clay, sonl and sand capped Iy i

In October the company ¢
up 4,000 cubie yvards of contan
ed materia!l on adiomanyg
owned by Findlay Refrac
That yunterial is curremiy sto
contaiers on Malveorp prop

The company 18 building
cess road 1o the propaosed ston
to clean up an old coal tar pit
(."‘I‘(I\\ saut tow "H*h”’ “!l’li
did not require o permit wh
company first begen the road |
company has since apphed fo

Muiveorp operated at th
from the 19205 until 199] Las
it restarted operations on & |
basis but no longer produce
divactive byproducts I the «
storage cell 1s approved. Mo
will be required by the NR(
tablish a fund for future n
nance of the site even if the ¢
ny leaves the area

5 JURY CONVICTS MMAN OF ASSAULTING YOUNG GIRL - PAGE B2
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Smith said he was more con-
cerned about possible arsenic by-
products and Jead ar Molycorp's
Site, as well as potential haz-
ardous materia) other manufac-
turing facilities may have dumped
in the area. “It makes radioactive
material look small” he said
“Many people who are sick right
Now are sick because of what is
here right now, not from what
they're going to bring in here.*

Smith urged the township to
ask Molycorp for chemical and
toxin reports on sofl sampies, that
1t conduct soil and water testing in
areas leading up to Eliwood Park,
and provide radioactive test kits to
surrounding homeowners.

T

“The amount and severity of {1}

ness in the neighborhoods beraer.
ing that plant are remarkable,"” he
Wrote to the supervisors
Sheila D. MeKinney, who lives
on Findlay Street, agreed. She
said she and 16 of her neighbors
have suffered ill health from living
near the plant. McKinney said she
has lost 136 pounds. has cataracts
and a heart problem tha doctors at
Allegheny General Hospital at
tribute to Jow-leve) radiation.
Reports that people were work-
ing on the site at midnight Monday
were discounted by Dankmyer
She sald the company had hired a
security guard to watch the srea af-
ter a windshield on a truck was bro-
ken. “We considered 1t 10 be a ran-
dom act of vandalism " she said.
She believes lights residents re.
ported sceing was the guard driving
his truck around the site.
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Meoly

corp Inc said Tuesday it
omply with Canton Town
I s reguest thae 1t stop work on
sposed storage cell for low Jev
shioactive waste because it is
working on the cell
The company was responding to
reguest the
s made Jan 29
delivered 0 the
Karbara Dank
manager for Moty

case and desist
tiship supery tan
a letten
hip office
t . resuleont

corp, noted that construction of the
proposed storage cell has not started
and woir 1 gl the Nuclear Repuls
tory Commission approves Moly
corp’s decommisswoning plan

The company said the only
work bemng done at the site 1s cer
tain testing and sampling as part of
a site cvaluation process i onds 1o
report 1o the NRC by the end of
March

‘However, please accept our as
surances that construction of the
proposed permanent storage cvhi it

self has not started and will ot

comiaence unless NRC approval is
ebtatned As this approval process
will take some time, Molycorp will
have ample tiwe 1o consider or ad
dress concerns of the board of su

pervisors and residents ” the lettey
states
The township had asked the

company 1o stop work until a pub
hic meeting is held Feb 27 tn the
township five hali

Meolyvoorp had offered to conduct
an open house following a Jan 15
mesting with the supervisos s, mu
e pal engineer William J Garrow

and solicitor John C. Pettit

However, at the last supervisor's
meeting, residents asked that in
stead of a six-how open house, the
tompany set o specific meeting
time. That request was also in
cluded in the supervisor's “cease
and desist”™ jetter

However, Dankmyer's letter
said that since the project is in its
preluninary stages, Moiycorp be
heves the original plan for an
open house would be the most ef
Hative wayv to convey Laforma
ton

Molycorp awaits NRC OK of company plan

“A public hearing such as you
propose i your Jan 29 letter is pre
mature” the letter read. adding
that such a pr weedimg may be ap
propriate at a later date

Molvewrp retterated that it has
been open with the board of super
visors and the communny to ad
dress any corcerns about the
cleanup project and intends 1o
continte to do so

None of the township supervy
SOrs wery onnnent

Tuecday

available

COUNTY

Obsrever Peporier

Judge to rule on Molycorp Monday

ay CNIIS"E CAMPBELL

Toek f VTR

A Was County Court
Hdee w il issue a dectsion Monday
m Canton Township s resprest thast

Molveorp Ine  be

I orders

d o hailt

WER Of o fanloactive waste storage
e
hdge  Katherine B Emery
heard tes from both sides
Fraday seourt She will ed
ther sk 1 hearing on the in
unction f or grant a me
hainary in notion to prevent the
mgan iy ' 1ing work at
sldwell A
Alada o bl @ stoy
it ' e slag th 2s

created as a byprosdug
ation in the 190s. The proposal has
generated
especially i the Ej
Park neighborhood
In addition 10 reguestimg Mo

corp hait all work on the storag
stte, the township asks in the pety
tiore, filed Thursday, that the com
pany be prohibited from mov mg A
divactive material from its York
plant to Canton Town hip. The
township also wants Moiveorp to re
move any radioactive waste al
ready stored there in containers
and conduct a geological survey of

T of 1S opwen

erilwesm  fron st

dents

the site. And the court is asked to
reguire the company 10 conta !
health and wen al ager

Ces o determane i the materiag

could have any effects on resg
dents’ health or safety
lohn  Olshack representing

Canton Township, argued before
mery Fridiy that the company hes
‘sed the muamicipality’s previous
est to stop work
Randy Struk. Molyeorp's stior
ney., sard the company was not do
mg anvthing underhanded ~We
have pone over and above what the
NER( Regulatory Com
nussion) requires,” he said Moly
corp has a permut from the NRC to
radwactive  material, he
sald And regarding the proposed
stirage coll, Struk said “We
thy
thes progect
in hehe

tNuchem

Store

arem
predam ey

Stages of
o the &

tal grocveslimgs

cali 227 5w,
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l\unp decided Friday to post
pone next week s open house

Company officials regret can
celing the open house But resident
manager Barbare Dankmyer said
the postponement was necessary
because the netition would over
shadow the nfwmational intent of
the open house The event may be
rescherduled after legal issues are e
sofved

The company has set up an in
formatienal room in its Caldwel)
Avenue plant where peaple can re
view material on the cleanup To
date, only one resident has re
viewed the material there

Malyeorp  nvites residents
with guestions about the project to
extenston 520, and

leave a message

Last week, the township supwe
visors referred the matter 1o th
planning commission, which m
Thursday night The plasn. v
commission sad it believe. Mois
corp has Lad a change of use at it
sitefrom mannfacturing to storage

The board voted to ask the su
pervisors to seek a change of us
from Molycorp for review by LY
Plamning commission and regues
the company to submit a %] eny:
ronmental impact study of the
property where the change ha-
been proposed

The towr aip has sent a fotter 1
the state Department of Heastth 1
Gquesting a health sty of peoph
whe feve near the ot




ATTENTION ELLWOQD PARK RESIDENTS
WAKE UP!I111IIT

WE, THE RESIDENTS OF ELLWOOD PARK, HAVE A VERY SERIOUS HEALTH
HAZARD ON OUR HANDS! ARE YOU AWARE THAT MOLYCORP, INC. IS IN THE
PROCESS OF DEVELOPING A RADIOACTIVE WASTE DUMP SITE SEVERELY CLOSE
TO OUR NEIGHBORHOOD (FOR SOME IT IS PRACTICALLY IN THEIR BACK YARDS)?
A TOTAL OF 40,000 CUBIC YARDS (35,000 FROM A SITE NEAR MOLYCORP'S PLANT
ON CALDWELL & GREEN, AND 5,000 SHIPPED HERE FROM A CLOSED PLANT
IN YORK) WILL BE BURMED AT w BITE. WE HAVE TO STOP THIS NOW
BEFORE IT IS TOO LATE! MOLYCORP IS SHIPPING THE YORK PLANT'S WASTE
HERE IN MARCH.

WE HAVE TO COME TOGETHER TO FIGHT THIS! ONE OR TWO PEOPLE WILL
NOT STOP THEM. THE SUPPORT OF THE ENT.RE NEIGHBORHOOD IS NEEDED.
THE CANTON TOWNSHIP SUPERVISORS ALREADY FEEL A MAJORITY OF ELL-
WOOD PARKS' RESIDENTS DO NOT CARE ONE WAY OR ANOTHER ABOUT THIS
S\ TUATION. ONE REASON FOR THIS COULD BE DUE TO THE FACT THAT
MOLYCORP HAS ONLY CONTACTED A FEW OF THE NEIGHBORS REGARDING THE
DUMP SITE OTHERS ONLY KNOW WHAT THEY READ IN THE NEWSPAPER.

THE NEXT SCHEDULED TOWNSHIP MEETING IS TO BE HELD ON TUESDAY,
FEBRUARY 11 AT 5:00 P.M. PLEASE COME TO SHOW YOUR SUPPORT AGAINST
MOLYCORP! SHOW THE SUPERVISORS AND MOLYCORP THAT WE DO NOT WANT
THEIR CANCER-CAUSING RADIOACTIVE WASTE TO BE BURIED IN OUR BACK YARD!
PLEASE DO NOT IGNORE THIS--IT WILL NOT GO AWAY!!! YOUR HEALTH IS AT
GREAT RISK!

HOPEFULLY, THE THOUGHT OF CONTRACTING CANCER WILL BE ENOUGH TO
MOTIVATE YOU TO FIGHT FOR OUR NEIGHBORHOOD. IN THE EVENT YOU ARE NOT
CONVINCED, HERE 1S SOMETHING ELSE TO THINK ABOUT. WHAT DO YOU THINK
WILL HAPPEN TO PROPERTY VALUES AROUND HERE IF THIS DUMP GOES
THROUGH? THEY WON'T INCREASE, THAT'S FOR SURE! DON'T THINK ABOUT
MAKING A PROFIT ON YOUR HOUSE SHOULD YOU TRY TO SELL IT LATER ON
(THAT'S IF YOU CAN SELL IT AT ALL)!

PLEASE ATTEND THE MEETING. SHOW YOUR SUPPORT FOR YOUR
NEIGHBORHOOD. GET INVOLVED!
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Jumpfﬁg the gun
on Molycorp

The Canton Township supervi-
sors reacted to the concerns of wor-
ried residents when they voted to seek
an Injunction against plans by

Molycorp to store low-level radioac-

tive waste on its property. Although
its action will be politically popular,
the township is moving too fast.
First, Molycorp needs the ap-
proval of the federal Nuclear Regu-
latory Commission before it can
build a permanent storage cell for ra-
dioactive slag. This agency is far bet-
ter equipped to judge the safety of the
company’s plans than a township
board or a court.
« Second, the complainis about
health problems in neighborhoods
around the Molycorp plant are, at this

stage, only anecdotal. Similar com-
plaints in similar numbers might well
be found in other neighborhoods far
removed from this kind of industri-
al eperation,

The township is on more solid
ground in asking for a study of the
residents’ lealth problems by the
state Health Department. Molycorp it-
self supports such a study either by
the Health Department or by the fed-
eral Center for Disease Control

Either agency should have the ex-
pertise to determine what relation, if
any, these health problems may
have to Molycorp. Their findings
would provide a sounder basis for
judgment than the anecdotal reports
we are now hearing.
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