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On 9/1/05, at approximately 0521 hours, a reactor scram occurred when an
insuletor in the switchyard arced to ground and disintegrated. The arcing was
caused by salt build-up on the insulators as the result of a heavy ocean
storm. A livo switchyard washdown was in progross when tho event occurred.
The insulator that failed was located betwoon the generator and the first
switchyard isolation, thus is unisolable without removing tho unit from the,

grid.

Cause of the event was duo to forces of nature (e.g. , wind and salt air),

i Corrective action was to replace tho insulator and perform a review of tho

! washdown proceduros to ensure adequacy.

Tho unit was synchronized to the grid on 9/7/05 at approximately 1243 hours.
A previous event of a similar naturo was reported in LER 83-007.
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On 9/1/85, at approximately 0521 hours, a reactor scram occurred. The scram
J resulted from a load reject which occurred when a vertical insulator in tho

switchyard arced over to ground and disintegrated. Just prior to the event,
,

electrical maintenanco personnel woro performing a live switchyard washdown in i
4

j an effort to reduce arcing caused by salt buildup from a heavy ocean storm.
4 The insulator that failed was located between the gonorator and tho first |

switchyard isolation, thus is unisolable without removing the unit from tho
grid. The reactor was in steady-stato operation at 32% power (reduced for a

<! condensor backwash) when the scram occurred.
'

} A post-trip review concluded that the scram sequonco was normal with the
j exception of the Channel Al reactor high pressure trip which did not
' annunciate as anticipated. A subsequent calibration chock found the trip

setpoint for Al within Technical Specification limits ($ 1090 psig), but
,

i higher than the other throo high pressure trip points (A' 1060 psig - Channels
A2, 81, 02),-

i
i Cause of the ovent was due to forces of nature (e.g. , high winds and salt

i air). Corrective action was to replaco tho insulator. A review of switchyard
washdown procedures was conducted to ensure adequacy. No pr oceduro changos
woro required.

;

On 9/7/85, at approximately 1243 hours, the unit was synchrontred to the grid.'

.

A previous occurrence of a similar nature was reported in LLR 83-001.
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ROSTON EDISON COMPANY '

800 50VLETON STREET
805 TON, M ARSACHUBETTs 02199

WlLLIAM D. HARRINGTO N
sEsseen wees enseessant

September 27, 1985muss

BECo Ltr. #85- 176

Occument Control Desk
U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission
Washington, D.C. 20555

4

Docket fic.mber 50--293
License DPR-35

us.- Sir:

The atta@ec d rensee Event Report 85-025-00, " Reactor Scram on Load Reject,"
is hereby sdmittw' in accordance with the requirements of 10CFR50.73.

If there are any qusstions ori this subject, please do not hesitate to contact
me.

Resputfully submitted,

I

b

W. D. Harrington

PH: caw
$

~ Enclosure: LER 85-025-00

cc: Dr. Thomas E. Murley
Regional Administrator, Region I
U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission
631 Park Avenue
King of Prussia, PA 19406

Standard BECo LER Distribution
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