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On August 29, 198%, Palo Verde Unit | was in Made | at I8 percent of full poawer
whet an apparent desigs probles aliowed a Bul ldup of saisture In o sample Line rom
the gassaus radeaste surge tank (WE) to the aseor lated sample paint, This solstire
prevented the sampiing of the tank within the time p od required by Technical
Spectification Y. 3,009, ACTION 9, which requires o sample be taken and analyzed
every four hours during degassing operationn, The interval was escesded hy |5

minutes,

Corrective action in to tnstall o design sodifloat ton ta prevent fature solsture

bt Ydup,
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On August 29, 1985, Pale Verde Unit 1| was in Mode | conducting POWER OPERATIONS
with the reactor producing I8 percent power, The hydrogen and oxvgen analveer which
monitors the contents of the gasecus radwaste system (WE) for potentially explosive
gas mixtures had been declared inoperable on June 29, 1985, and the requirements

of ACTION %9 of Technical Specification 3, 3.%.9 were being complied with, The
reactor coolant system (ABR) wvas undergoing periodic degassing via the gas stripper
located in the Chemical and Volume Control System (WF),

At about 18%0, a contract Chemistry Technic ian attempted to abtain a4 sample of the
Waste Cas Surge Tank to comply with the four hour surveillance required hy the ACTION
statement of Technical Specification 3,7, 0,9 during degassing operations, The
technician was unable to estahlish sample low and invest igated the system to
determine the cause of the apparent failure, MNis investigation identifled the
probable cause of the problem to be soisture within the sample lines of the systom
(KN) which was preventing flow,

The technician notified the lead on-shift techatcian of the sttuation and the unit
control room staffl was notified at 1920 that the sampling system was experienc ing
difficulty, The lead technician continued to address the problem and re-al igned
the sampling system Lo a pacallel path, obtaining the required sample at 1930,
This was 15 minutes beyond the four hour survelllance itaterval requirement of the
applicable Technical Specifications ACTION statement ,

The caune of this incident was a bulld-up of moisture in the sample Lines between
the gaseous radwaste system and the hydrogen-axygen analyzer anit, A design «hange
has been doveloped for implementat ion to address this probles and (s belng revieved
prior to its installastion,

This event had Little effect an the sate aperation of the facility, Wistorical
deta has indicated that changes in the concentrat lon of hydrogen and oxygen within
the ganeoun radwante syntem have beon very slow, The 1% minates by which the
survelllance interval wan oxconded did sot allow & significant deviat lon o eccur,
baned on Khistorical exporience and results of the final analyses perforsed on the
sample, when it was obtained,

T™ie event 1 somewhat similar to that described in LIR 8500701 which deseribed
A melature (ntrusion inte o radiation monitaring system, rendering (v Inoperable
and alsa requiring a design change,
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