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,"NITED STATES GOVERNA.NT

Memorandum-

'

To : Region III Files DATE: October 29, 1962

~

FROM : Walter A. Radeloff
'

Investigation Speci ist

svajECr: INTERVIEW WITH NEWS REPORTER OF THE DAILY JOURNAL, WHEATON, ILLINOIS
- IN REGARD TO ALLEGED CONCERN ABOUT LINDSAY CHEMICAL DIVISION, AMERICAN

POTASH AND CHEMICAL CORPORATION, WEST CHICAGO, ILLIN0IS OPERATIONS

On October 29, 1962, the writer accompanied by John G. Davis visited
the offices of The Wheaton Daily Journal and discussed.with Mrs.
Joyce M. Berckmann, the news reporter, the matter concerning which
she telephoned this office on October 23. Miss Berckmann related that
she was present at a West Chicago council meeting on October 22,
1962 at which time a George Brown, City Collector of West Chicago,
appeared concerned to the effect that a health hazard may exist in
the neighborhood of the Lindsay Chemical Division plant on Ann
Street in West Chicago. Mrs. Berckmann added that someone else (un-
identified) told her that a friend of one Mark Eichelberg(er) who is
deceased and was formerly employed by Lindsay had heard the latter
state that children who go clamming in the DuPage River should not
even put their hands in the River water since it is so contaminated
with radioactivity. '

Mrs. Berckmann could volunteer nothing further. However, she stated
that before she would write such a story, she wished to be sure of
the facts in the matter and consequently she was concerned sufficiently
to call this office last week. Mrs. Berckmann was assured by Mr. Davir
and the writer that she nor the citizens of West Chicago should have

any fear about Lindsay's operations inasmuch as this office has in-
spected this company's operations periodically and to date has found
no hazards due to excessive radiation. She was also informed that
in the last six months Region III has expended 10 man-days inspecting
the Lindsay premises; she was told that air, soil and water samples
were taken and analyzed with negative results.

Mrs. Berckmann introduced a Robert Nystedt, Editor of The Wheaton
Daily Journal to the AEC representatives. Nystedt sugge'sted that
Mrs. Berckmann prepare a draft article for publication in The Wheaton'

Daily Journal and that Davis and the writer review the article and
if satisfactory, that they approve it.

A draft was received from Mrs. Berckmann. It will be reviewed and
amended as necessary, following which we plan to contact Joe Fouchard
HQ Division of Public Information, through Compliance, and obtain
his concurrence.
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On October 29, 1962 both Davis and the writer interviewed George Brown,
City Collector, West Chicago, Illinois in his City Hall office.

. Mr. Brown said that neither he nor the other members of the council
~ had any fears or apprehensions concerning the operations of Lindsay

Chemical. He did state that at this "open" meeting the matter of Civil-

* Defense was discussed by some of the citizenry (in view of the then
current crisis over Cuba) and during the discussion some person, whom
he believes was a newspaper reporter, expressed concern about radio-
activity originating as a result of Lindsay operations. Brown stated
that the concern was noted by council and that they dismissed the
matter, inasmuch as they are aware of Lindsay's activities and realize
that its operation is as safe as any other industrial type of activity.
Brown added that the City of West Chicago has built a new waste treat-
ment plant during the last two years and that they analyze the efflu-
ent from Lindsay's operations as well as from other sources. He
stated that to date there has been no reason for alarm or concern
about Lindsay.

Brown ' stated in his opinion the only reason there had been any remarks
at all concerning Lindsay is the fact that there is a sign on the
Lindsay property line fence in regard to radioactive materials being
present at their site,

cc: E. G. Outten, C0:HQ
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DEAFT NEWS RELEASE FLANNED BY THE ,

'

DAILY JOURNAL - WHEATON. ILLINOIS

& f _', *

'* 5= WEST CHICAGO (special) - - As a result of interest kyempressed

f ' . . . at a West Chicago council meeting, inquiry was made ths'Uited
.

g0. . . i.J:
k.CY MN states Atomic Energy Commission (AEC) regarding the use of radioactive

materials in Lindsay Chemical operations in the area.
:

Officials of the AEC stated that as a result of several routine in-

spections.in the past, they could find no hasards due to the use of

radioactive materials in the plant of Lindsay Chemical Division of

American Fotash and Chemical Corp. located on Washington and Wood

Streets and on Ann Street.

The redistion health-safety measures taken by this plant are periodi-

cally inspected by AEC health physicists. A portion of the inspection

includes the collection of air, water, and surface samples in areas

adjacent to the plant. Analysis of these eagles revealed no hasard.

Representatives of AEC's Division of Coay11ance, Region III, made the

periodic inspections.

Lindsay is licensed by the Atomic Emergy Cammission for its use of

radioactive materials. An AEC spokesman said that each licensee

must conform to stringent regulations. These regulations are intendedi
.

to protect licensee egioyees and the public from agption hasards.lb 't'
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